Application for Seal of Excellence — Fine Arts Department
Instrumental Music - Orchestra

Student name Date

CRITERIA FOR SEAL OF EXCELLENCE

Subject area goal: The student will be aware through the various styles of instrumental music that music is not
only a form of communication but also a source of reward and enjoyment for life. The student will be able to
communicate these various styles of music through such skills as tone production, phrasing, articulation,
interpretation, and dynamics.

Students must acquire at least 50 points from the following criteria as a prerequisite for a Seal of Excellence:

Essential Skills Points

Demonstrate a mastery of his/her instrument through bow control and left hand
a | fluency 5

Demonstrate a knowledge of basic fundamentals of playing a string instrument
such as phrasing, dynamics, bow articulation, tone production, intonation and left
b | hand technique 5

Demonstrate a fairly comprehensive knowledge of the various orchestral styles of
composition as well as the ability to translate the aspects of these styles into the
¢ | playing of his/her particular string instrument 5

Total Points 15

Standards of Excellence

Be a member of orchestra or string ensemble for at least three years, including the

a | senior year 5
Audition and participate in an ensemble in the AIA Regional Festival for at least

b | one year. 5
Receive at least four semesters of A for any additional semesters in the music

c | program 5

Demonstrate acquisition of the essential skills described above by passing a
d | comprehensive examination 5

Participate in all required orchestra or string ensemble performances, festivals or
¢ | workshops 5
Write ten critiques in more than two areas of fine arts: gallery showings, art
museums, drama/musical productions, or concerts (both AHS and community)
Critiques must be a minimum of one page typed (see reverse side for Writing
f | Critiques)

g | Participate in an extra curricular ensemble for 2 or more years

Total Points 35
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