
College Writing Outside Reading Requirement—Current Best Sellers 
 

The English Department at Canyon del Oro requires each student to read 500 
pages in at least two books each semester beyond the reading assigned in class. I know 
that more reading makes students better writers as well as readers, but I also hope to 
encourage you to read for pleasure. This nine weeks, we will focus on popular fiction: 
current bestsellers! 

Step 1, pick several books from the following lists. Remember that this is your 
choice; I do not recommend each book for every individual, so skim the book before you 
commit to reading it because content varies widely. You may wish to consult your 
parents in making an appropriate choice. If the book you choose is less than 250 pages, 
you may select another from the same author or in the same genre. You must choose a 
book of fiction only written for adults (no children’s or young adult’s choices) that was 
published in the last five years and has been a best seller. It cannot be on lower level 
lists or taught at lower levels here at CDO. You should also avoid books which lack 
unity, like cookbooks or advice books. Consult  
 
New York Times Bestselling Book Lists: 
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/bestseller/index.html Chose from the fiction and 
non-fiction lists for both hardcover and paperback only. 
 
USA Today’s Bestselling Book List: 
http://asp.usatoday.com/life/books/booksdatabase/default.aspx 
 
American Booksellers Association’s Lists  
http://www.bookweb.org/indiebound/bestsellers.html  
 
Publisher’s Weekly Lists 
http://www.publishersweekly.com/ 
Pop down “Bestselling Lists” for fiction or paperback 
 

Step 2 Check for availability at the CDO Library or the Pima County Public 
Library. Follow the link to their card catalogues. You can also see if local bookstores 
have titles if you are willing and able to buy a book. 
 

Step 3  Select at least two books you would be interested in reading and 
reviewing; each person must select a different book, and we will draw for order in class. 
Someone might pick your first choice before you can get to it.  

 
Step 4  Read! Read! Read!! 
 
Step 5 Prepare your oral review. Your review should cover at least 250 pages. If 

you select a work shorter than that, you may report on more than one work. You must 
report on at least one complete work. 

 
 
 



 
Follow the guidelines for the reading review as follows: 
 

 
Format for Reading Review 
  

• 2-3 ½ minutes: Practice! Over or under by more than 30 seconds loses a full 
grade. You must have a copy of the book to show us. 

• Tell us the title and author of the work(s) and where you got it. 
• Provide a brief synopsis of the plot. (Note: this should NOT take the majority of 

your time. Your purpose is to offer the class an evaluation of the work, not to give 
a lengthy plot summary. Remember not to give away the good parts.)  

• Categorize its genre: mystery, romance, etc. Make sure to distinguish fiction from 
nonfiction. 

• Describe what you enjoyed (or disliked) about the book. Would you recommend 
this to a friend? Would you choose another work by this author? Focus on the 
elements (plot, characterization, description, language, etc.) that impacted you the 
most. You can do this throughout the work. This is the heart of the presentation. 

• What bestseller list was it on? Discuss why you think the book was a bestseller. 
Does its popularity parallel your reaction? Why or why not? 

• Make sure to include enough detail that you convince us that you actually read the 
book. 

• Comment on who is an appropriate audience or what sorts of people might enjoy 
(or dislike) the book. Indicate whether any content might offend some people: 
profanity, sex or violence (if graphic or glorified), sensitive issues like religion or 
racism, etc. 

• If you choose a book that has a film version available, you must comment on 
differences between them to convince us that you read rather than just watched. 
See me if you aren’t sure if there is a film available. 

• You should express EMOTION about what you read: love it or hate it, or parts of 
it. 

• Presentations are worth 50 points. Points may be deducted for not including 
required content, too much plot summary, “dead” presentation style, fewer than 
250 pages or generally not including proof that you actually read the book. 
Prepare to be orally challenged if you’re not convincing. 

• If you miss your scheduled presentation date, you will need to come in on your 
own time during tutoring at 2:29. 

 
Step 6 On or before your presentation due date, submit the script for your review 

to turnitin. Failure to do so will result in the loss of half of your points. Your 
presentation may not be word-for-word from your script, but what you say must follow 
what you wrote closely. 


