
 
 

 
IRONWOOD RIDGE VOLLEYBALL YOUTH VOLLEYBALL FESTIVAL 

T O U R N A M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  
 

WELCOME TO IRONWOOD RIDGE’S VOLLEYPALOOZA! 
Ironwood Ridge Volleyball welcomes you and your team to our campus for Volleypalooza 2019.  This 
two-day tournament will give your team some great matches to compliment a successful 2019 season.  
This year we celebrate 15 YEARS of excellent middle school volleyball.  The tournament (formally named 
the Wild West Volleyball Festival in 2005) began with nine teams and has grown to the event it is today 
with over 300 volleyball players on campus. 

   
TOURNAMENT FORMAT 
The festival format will consist of two rounds of competition: a round-robin pool play on Friday and a 
modified double-elimination bracket on Saturday.  Each team will play at least three matches in pool play 
and all teams (regardless of record) will advance to one of three Championship brackets on Saturday.   

This tournament is unique in that all teams are seeded together regardless of age or level. 

The Volleypalooza tournament is an invitational event that will use the NFHS Volleyball 
rulebook.  There are no playing time or line-up rules for this event.  Coaches are free to manage 
their team’s roster as they wish to provide the best tournament experience for their players. 
 

MATCH FORMAT | SCORING PROCEDURES 
Pool Play Format:  All matches on Friday are best two-of-three sets.  Sets 1 and 2 will be played to 25, 
with a two-point advantage.  Pool play matches will have a 30 point cap on non-deciding sets.  If 
needed, a deciding set will be played to 15, no cap.   

Bracket Format: All play-off matches will be best two-of-three sets.  Sets 1 and 2 will be played to 25.  If 
needed, a deciding set will be played to 15, no cap.  There will be no cap on deciding sets for any play-off 
matches on Saturday. 
 
TOURNAMENT DESK 
Coaches should check-in each day at the Tournament Desk.  Complete tournament results and seeding will 
be posted at the Tournament Desk, as well as the team’s next playing assignment.   
 
LIVE RESULTS | INTRODUCED LAST SEASON 
Volleypalooza is preparing to become a paperless event in the future!  All schedules and results will 
be posted online at Advanced Event Systems - use the link provided on our website.  Coaches and 
parents can use the mobile site or download the AES Xpress app to track the team’s progress and/or 
check the next playing assignment.  
 
AWARDS 
A Championship, Runner-Up, and a Third Place trophy will be awarded in the Gold Division.  Individually, 
medals (15) will be given to all players/coaches of the top three teams in the Gold Division.   
The Silver Division will award the top two teams and the Bronze Division will award the top team.  

Fifteen (15) All-Tournament Team players will receive medals.  Coaches must submit a nomination form 
before leaving on Friday to have their players considered for the All-Tournament team. 

 
 
 



IRONWOOD RIDGE VOLLEYBALL VOLLEYPALOOZA 2019 
C O A C H  I N F O R M A T I O N  

 
TOURNAMENT TIME SCHEUDLE 
The times listed on the tournament schedule will be an estimate only; Friday’s matches are allotted 45 
minutes and Saturday’s matches are allotted 60 minutes.  Regardless, each match will begin 10 minutes 
following the conclusion of the previously scheduled match.  For example, if a team is scheduled at 4:30 
PM and the previous match on the court ends at 4:05 PM, the 4:30 PM match will start at 4:15 PM.   

All players should remain on campus until the conclusion of their last match to avoid any forfeits related to 
an earlier start.  Please check with the Tournament Desk if you have any questions concerning court 
assignments or start times.  
 
PRE-MATCH WARM-UP PROTOCOL 
Each match will begin 10 minutes after the completion of the previous match and/or round.  The first two 
minutes will be shared for ball control.  Beginning with the serving team, each team will be given the court 
for four (4) minutes (for hitting and/or serving) followed by the receiving team’s four (4) minutes.   
There is no shared hitting, unless both coaches agree. 
  
OFFICIATING | A COMMENT ON BALL-HANDLING 
Each match will be officiated by varsity volleyball players under the supervision of the Ironwood Ridge 
Volleyball coaching staff and an AIA Lead Official.  All players are certified by USA Volleyball.  If you have 
any questions concerning the officiating, please direct them immediately to the Tournament Director or 
Lead Official. 

All ball-handling will be called sparingly for this event provided players are making an athletic effort on the 
ball and the ball travels in a straight line; in other words, if the setter gets their feet to the ball.  Any ball 
that is caught, lifted, or thrown that leads to an unfair advantage for the team will be called by the official.   
 
If you feel the officials need to tighten up their criteria, please see the Director or Lead Official. 
 
TIE-BREAK PROCEDURES  
The Tournament Director will use the following procedures to break any ties that might exist after the 
conclusion of the Friday’s round-robin pool play.   

For any two-way tie among teams, head-to-head results will be used to break the tie. 

For three-way or four-way ties among teams, the following procedure will be used: 
1. Sets Won Ratio (games won divided by games played) 
2. Points Ratio (points earned divided by points lost) 
3. if still tied, a coin toss will decide final seed 

There will not be any play-off games to break any tie, unless it involves teams advancing to the Gold 
Division’s Bracket.  Any play-off game will be one game to 25, no cap. 

In needed, tie break matches will be played immediately following competition on Friday; unless 
both coaches agree to play the tiebreak on Saturday morning at 8:30 AM.  

 
ATHLETIC TRAINER 
An Ironwood Ridge Athletic Trainer may be available during the tournament for any injuries.  Ice will be 
provided for injuries only. 
 
CONCESSIONS | HOSPITALITY ROOM 
A full concessions stand will be available during all matches on Friday and Saturday.   
Tables in the lobby are reserved for the concessions stand – any outside food must be consumed 
outside the building in the patio area.  Help support the Ironwood Ridge Volleyball Programs by purchasing 
tasty treats at the concessions!  
A coaches’ Hospitality Room may be available set-up for all middle school coaches, administrators and 
tournament officials.  There will be drinks and light snacks. 
 



IRONWOOD RIDGE VOLLEYBALL VOLLEYPALOOZA 2019 
P A R E N T  A N D  S P E C T A T O R  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Coaches: Please share the following information with your players and parents prior to the tournament. 
  
TOURNAMENT FORMAT 
The festival format will consist of two rounds of competition: a round-robin pool play on Friday and a 
modified double-elimination bracket on Saturday.  Each team will play at least three matches in pool play 
and all teams (regardless of record) will advance to one of two Championship brackets on Saturday.   

On Saturday, competition will begin at 9:00 AM (gym opens at 8:15 AM) and the Championship matches 
are scheduled to begin at 2:30 PM.  However, we will move the times ahead if possible.   
 
TOURNAMENT TIME SCHEUDLE 
The times listed on the tournament schedule will be an estimate only.  Each match will begin 10 
minutes following the conclusion of the previously scheduled match.  For example, if a team has a 
scheduled match time of 4:45 PM and the previous match on the court ends at 4:20 PM, then the 4:45 PM 
match will start at 4:30 PM.   

All players should remain on campus until the conclusion of their last match to avoid any forfeits related to 
an earlier start.  Please check with the Tournament Desk if you have any questions concerning court 
assignments or start times.  
 
ADMISSION 
Spectator admission will be charged each day.  Admission prices will be: Adult: $5.00/per day.  
Children 10-and-under and middle school students with a valid school ID will be admitted free.  A 
wristband must be worn by all admitted spectators.  Admission is charged to help pay for the facility fees 
and custodial expenses.  All Amphitheater Public Schools employees admitted free with ID. 
 
TOURNAMENT T-SHIRTS 
Limited edition Volleypalooza T-Shirts will be sold at the tournament.  Shirts are $20 and order forms 
will be available should we sell out – which we do every year so purchase shirts early if they want one! 
 
CONCESSIONS 
A full concessions stand will be available during all matches on Friday and Saturday.  Tables in the lobby 
are reserved for the concessions stand – any outside food must remain outside the building.  Help 
support Ironwood Ridge Volleyball by purchasing some tasty treats at the concessions!  
 
 

POSTED | GYM RULES 
The following Gym Rules will remain in force during the entire tournament.   

1. Sportsmanship 
All Volleypalooza participants and spectators are required to abide by generally 
accepted rules of sportsmanship and decorum.  Spectators that are create a negative 
experience for the players, officials, and/or other spectators will be asked to leave.  

2. Absolutely NO FOOD/DRINK on gym floor (except water bottles with a closed lid) 
3. No coolers in the gyms/lobby – all coolers must remain in the courtyard 
4. South Hallways are off limits to players and parents.  Spectators and players 

must remain in the gym, lobby, or the courtyard 
 
We appreciate your cooperation with the gym rules.  Our facilities are our lifeline as a volleyball program – 
any team(s) and/or parents of team members that violate the gym rules will be documented and those 
teams may not be asked back for future Volleypalooza tournaments and/or events at Ironwood Ridge. 
 


