10th grade
Students:
· Review your four year plan to make sure you are on track for graduation.  Check to be sure you are taking the prerequisites for any advanced class you want to take as a Junior or Senior.

· Talk to your counselor about what you are doing and how your search is going.  Your counselor may have some suggestions or ideas to help you out in this process.

· Talk with your teachers about their recommendations for your classes next year.

· Remember, Pre-AP and AP classes need teacher approval and are year-long commitments.

· Keep checking the websites of colleges you are interested in to be sure that you are taking the classes to meet their admissions requirements as they sometimes change.

· Keep up the good study habits and time management skills that you’ve been working on since the start of freshman year.  Grades continue to be important!

· Stay involved or get involved if you haven’t yet.  

· Consider signing up for and taking the PSAT/NMSQT.  This is a great way to preview the test and demystify the whole experience. 
· The College Board is actually opening this test up to sophomores as an avenue to more scholarships, so taking it could mean money!

· Taking the test in 10th grade also gives you time to work on those areas you might need to improve before you take it as a junior when it counts for the National Merit Scholarship competition.

· Attend any local college fairs to start gathering information and to talk with college representatives at schools that you might be interested in.  These college fairs typically take place in early fall so listen to the announcements to make sure you are aware of the dates.

· IRHS hosts its own college fair that includes a lot of in-state schools and some from neighboring states. 
· Colleges big and small come from all over the country to the biggest one in Tucson  that is sponsored by TUSD so be sure to get it on your calendar!
· Sign up for summer activities that help you explore your interests: work, volunteer or take a class.
Parents:

· Keep talking about college and helping your student with narrowing their list and deciding what is important to them in a college.

· Take them to the local college fairs and help them prepare a list of questions to ask the college representatives.  Check out College Board’s College Fair Checklist for suggestions on how to prepare.

· Work with your student on developing independence by encouraging responsibility and self-advocacy.

· Stay involved in their academics and reinforce good study habits.

· Encourage them to take challenging classes and to get involved.  Colleges are looking for students who have shown a commitment to something besides themselves.  Remember though it’s quality over quantity!

· Start a college savings account or keep adding to what you have.
· Work with your student to keep researching scholarships.  Create a list of scholarships that they can apply to as juniors and seniors.

