11th grade
Students:
· If you haven’t already, start talking to teachers, counselors, friends, and family about colleges, so that you have plenty of time to research all your options.
· Spend some time thinking about what's important to you in a college, such as size, location, and majors offered.  Use the resources on this website to help you figure this out if you need to.  A lot of the time you don’t have to declare a major until you’ve been in college a couple of years, so it’s okay to apply as an “undecided” or “undeclared” student.  You’ll figure it out when you get there.
· Attend any local college fairs to start gathering information and to talk with college representatives from schools that you might be interested in.  These college fairs typically take place in early fall so listen to the announcements to make sure you are aware of the dates.

· IRHS hosts its own college fair that includes a lot of in-state schools and some from neighboring states.
· Colleges from all over the country come to the one sponsored by TUSD so be sure to get it on your calendar!

· Make sure you listen to the announcements to find out who is coming to IRHS and check our website calendar.  We are lucky to have many Admissions Representatives come visit our school and these visits are a great opportunity for you to meet them and get your questions answered.  

· It is also a way to start building a relationship with the schools you are interested in so that you are more than just a number in the application process.

· Visit colleges; tour the campus if you can to get a feel for the campus and surrounding area, talk with an admissions officer or a department representative for your potential major, tour a residence hall if possible.
· Many students visit colleges over Fall or Rodeo Break to see the schools in session and to get a feel for them before applying the following fall.
· This is an important part of finding the right fit, so pay attention to how you feel while you are there.  It can be a great school, but if you’re not comfortable there, it’s not a good fit for you.
· Research college scholarships and start applying if you can or at least create a list of ones to apply to in your senior year.  Check out our Financial Aid/Scholarship page for help with this.
· Take the PSAT/NMSQT in the fall, which can qualify you to receive a National Merit Scholarship. 
· This is also a great way to demystify the SAT and to find out what areas you might need to work on before you take the SAT.

· Take the SAT and/or ACT in the spring.  Many students take both as they are structured differently and sometimes students do better on one than the other.  Colleges accept both universally.
· Depending on the colleges you are applying to, you might need to take the SAT Subject Tests as well as the SAT or ACT.  Check their websites so that you know for sure!  Since you can't take both tests on the same day, plan ahead to take them on different test dates. 
· Consider taking the AP Exams for the AP courses you are enrolled in and are prepared to take.  Talk with your teacher about preparing for these and if it is a good idea for you to take it.
· Most colleges are looking for a score of three or higher and may only grant credit for a four or five.

· If you haven’t already, get involved! Find a club that interests you or a place to volunteer and get involved.  Do more than just be a student.  If you have a job that works too (pun intended).  Colleges want to see that you were active outside of school in some way.

· Keep up the good study habits and time management skills that you’ve been working on since freshman year.  Junior year grades are the last ones to go on your transcript before you apply to college so work hard and do the best you can!
Parents:

· Stay involved and aware of what your student is doing!  We want to foster independence, but most students still need some guidance and help with some of the decision-making that goes with applying to college.

· Check out the FAFSA4caster to see where your student stands in regard to receiving federal financial aid.  

· Keep saving and planning for college expenses.

· Learn about the different types of federal loans available to parents and students.

· Work with your student to research scholarships and start applying to those that are open to students other than seniors.  Help them organize a list of other scholarships to apply to as a senior.
· Attend college fairs with your student and help them prepare.  Do stand back at the fair and let your student do the talking.  It’s okay to ask the occasional question, but this is for and about your student so they should take the lead.

· Watch the Counseling Calendar on our website to see who is coming to Ironwood and encourage your student to stop by and talk with any admissions representative.  They can learn a lot about a college by talking with them, even if they are not sure they want to apply.

· You are welcome to come and listen to any presentation as well, but again, let your student take the lead!

· Take your student to visit nearby colleges or the specific ones he or she is interested in if you can.  There are a lot of great colleges out there with great programs, but if your student isn’t comfortable on a specific campus, it’s not the right school for them.  

· Help your student create a list of colleges they might apply to and work with them over the course of the year to narrow it down to colleges that are a good fit for them. 

· Have your student do their research now so they don’t apply to a college just because it has a good reputation or because their friends are all applying there.
· The goal is to have a manageable list of colleges that have the program(s) your student is interested in, not to see who can apply to the most schools.

· A list of 5-6 is not a bad number: 1-2 that are a bit of a reach, 2-3 good fit and 1-2 backups.

· Remember each application typically has a fee and those fees can add up to a lot of money that could be spent on other necessities later on.

· Help them understand the difference between Early Decision, Early Action, Regular and Rolling Admissions.
· Have your student create a calendar of deadlines and requirements so that they don’t miss any of those important dates.
