12th grade
Students:
· Pay attention to deadlines!  You snooze, you lose and it could be financial aid money or housing opportunities that you lose.  

· Create a calendar or put reminders on your phone, whatever it takes to stay on top of these deadlines and due dates.

· Make sure you give everyone else who might be helping you with this plenty of time to get their part done as well.

· Meet with your IRHS counselor to complete your graduation check and discuss post-secondary plans.

· Talk to your counselor about a letter of recommendation if you think you will need one.  You will need to complete the Supplemental Information Form for your counselor as it is one tool we use to make sure that we can write you the best letter of recommendation possible.
· Take any remaining ACT or SAT and/or SAT Subject Tests if needed.

· Have your test scores sent to the schools to which you're applying.  Most colleges require that they are sent directly from the testing companies.
· Continue applying for scholarships.

· Ask teachers for letters of recommendation, giving them plenty of time to compose their letters.  Two weeks is the accepted time frame because they are not just writing a letter for you, they are very likely also writing letters for many of your classmates.

· Write your application essay/personal statement and have several people proof read it for you.  Make sure that they don’t proof you right out of the paper; it’s your story so it should reflect you.

· Keep checking those deadlines.  Know when each application is due in order to give yourself enough time to finish it accurately. 
· Many colleges open their applications in August and have deadlines of November or December (or earlier) for Early Decision or Early Action.  Know the differences between the types of applications and see your counselor if you need clarification.

· Respond promptly to all requests from the colleges.

· Schools will notify you of their admission decision in the spring semester (or even earlier) and expect you to commit to attend by May 1st.  
· Early Decision and Early Action are the exceptions to this timeline.

· Fill out and submit financial aid forms as requested by the colleges.  The FAFSA should be filed as soon after October 1st of your senior year as possible.  Aim for mid-November if you and your parents can, but check with the schools that you are applying to in order to meet their priority deadlines.  
· Keep focused on school and your co-curricular activities.  Senior year counts!  Colleges have been known to rescind admissions when students don’t hold up their end of the bargain and don’t do well in senior year. 
Parents:

· Continue the discussion about the colleges your student is applying to and make sure that you are all on the same page in regard to what is important in a college.
· This includes talking about cost and what you can contribute toward their college costs.
· Don’t rule out private schools because of the tuition though.  They often have more money to give to students and can end up being less expensive than a public university.

· Encourage your student to create a calendar of deadlines and to check it regularly.  Help them to proof everything before they submit it; the old adage of you never get a second chance to make a first impression really does hold true here.

· Your role here is to be a cheerleader and supervisor.  Your student needs to take the lead in all of this and continue to take responsibility and develop their time management skills.

· Make sure that your student responds to all requests from the colleges in a timely manner.

· Financial aid, housing, freshmen orientation all have deadlines that cannot be missed!

· Review your financial situation and make sure that your student is applying for scholarships.
· Don’t let your student pass over the smaller scholarships!  Many students think that a scholarship of only $500 or $1000 isn’t worth it, but they all add up!

· File the FAFSA as soon after October 1st as you can.  You can do this now with prior-prior year taxes, but try to get it filed as early as possible to ensure that your student gets into the financial aid pool early.  

· In this case the early bird not only gets the worm, they get the bigger ones because there is more aid available.

· Check with your employer and see if they offer any scholarships for employee dependents.

· Finally, stay calm and encouraging.  This is a stressful process but by working together, your student will soon be on their way to a wonderful new phase of their life!
