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     The key to leadership and teamwork 
is illustrated in Ironwood Ridge’s oldest 
and largest service club on campus. 
Key Club is a student-led organization 
that teaches students the importance of 
community service while contributing 
their donations to charities.
     “The activities we do are what 
makes the club unique because we want 
to be able to make a difference in the 
community and school campus life,” 
said senior Emily Hernandez, president. 
     Key Club is sponsored by the San 
Xavier Kiwanis Club, a nonprofit 
organization that began in 2011 and has 
spread across the southwestern part of 
the United States. 
     The club’s primary focus is to bring 
the community together and bring 
aspiring students leadership roles that 
will benefit their adult growth.
     Members of Key Club build their 
communities and school through 
charity events they plan throughout 
the month. On average, the club plans 
around three activities a month, where 
members get together to help the 
community.
     “During our meetings, we all 
individually give ideas on what the next 
club activity will be, and then we plan 
them as a group so that we can get our 
community hours in,” said Hernandez. 


“We work together to make sure that 
we are fully prepared in events.”
     Key Club offers student 
opportunities to gain leadership, 
independence, and unity in themselves 
and their school community. 
     “As a club we plan about 12-
15 events per semester, mostly on 
weekends, and our students are also 
encouraged to volunteer on their 
own,” said Marty Wenzel, advisor. 
“Key Club has been in high schools 
since 1925,  and it has been at IRHS 
since about 2007. The club focuses on 
volunteerism and community through 
service throughout Tucson.”
     The focus of the club is community 
service activities that benefit the Tucson 
community and help those who in need. 
     The Ronald McDonald House, 
Arizona Distance Classic, Kids in Need 
Foundation, Christmas tree recycling 
lot, American Cancer Society Relay 
for Life, Primavera Men’s Shelter, 
Copper Creek Carnival, Evening 
in Italy dinner, Villas at La Canada 
Retirement Community, Wilson 
Carnival, Mountain View Retirement 
Community, Imagine No Malaria, and 
the Marana Food Bank have benefitted 
from the club in recent years.
     Key Club comes together to attempt 
to make a difference in the school 
community. 
     “Our biggest event that we organize 
is Project Linus. Through donations 


and the help of National Honor Society, 
StuGo, and family and friends in the 
community, we spend a Saturday 
morning making over 100 blankets for 
children affected by various forms of 
trauma,” said Wenzel.
     The club meets every other 
Wednesday during conference period in 


Wenzel’s room 306. 
     Members are required to complete at 
least 25 hours of community service per 
semester, attend at least one meeting a 
month and complete at least three key 
club activities per semester. 
     Stop by room 306 for more 
information. 


Service club makes difference in lives of children


Taylor Ernzen
Business Editor


     The State of Arizona Department of 
Education (ADE) released letter grades 
for schools across Arizona in October. 
     Ironwood Ridge earned a “C” as did 
CDO and Amphi high schools. Grades 
were issued based on several factors 
relating to the academic readiness 
of their students. Scores from the 
standardized AzMERIT test, which 
replaced AIMS three years ago, were 
one factor used in labeling Ironwood as 
a “Progressing School.” 
     Not everyone agrees with the 
school’s earned grade. 
     “For Ironwood Ridge, a “C” is 
not what our expectation is based on 
ourselves and our history and our 
level of performance. So for us, a “C” 
is a very disappointing label,” said 
Principal Natalie Burnett.
     Other determining contributors 
included student proficiency, student 
growth on AzMERIT scores, graduation 
rate, and college and career readiness. 
     “I personally believe a one-
time standardized test should not 
be a dominant factor in a school’s 
measurement of success,” said 
Burnett. “Currently as it stands, 50% 
of the school’s grade comes from 
performance on the AzMERIT test, and 
philosophically I am opposed to that 
value. I think that it is a measurement, 
and it can be used for accountability, 
but it is one measurement and one 


piece of the picture.”
     The test is a combination of subjects 
including the areas of English 9, 
English 10, English 11, Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra II. 
     “The test now is more difficult. 
Students have to read more 
informational text. It’s supposed to be 
more like the SAT,” said Jenny Een, 
English Dept. Chair and teacher. “It’s 
not clear what’s on the test, and it 
shouldn’t determine school grades to 
the extent it did.”
     In the category of student 
proficiency, the amount of points 
given depends on the student’s 
score the previous year, and if the 
student increased their score on their 
subsequent test. 
     In order to increase Ironwood’s 
graduation rate, more seniors would 
need to graduate. Ironwood’s 
graduation rate is currently 93%. 
     Another factor many considered an 
unfair assessment is College and Career 
Readiness. 
    “I’ve done mock interviews at the 
school for graduating seniors, and I’ve 
been extremely impressed with the 
students that I’ve spent time with,” said 
Sam Deneke who has both a son and 
daughter currently attending Ironwood 
who have taken the test.    
     “From my limited perspective, 
IRHS is doing a better than average job 
preparing kids for higher education.”


State’s release of school 
grades causes controversy


Photo Courtesy Marty Wenzel
Key Club members pose outside the Ronald McDonald House after a Saturday of volun-
teering. Children in the Tucson community directly benefit from this assistance. 


See School Letter Grades, page 3


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor 


      Junior Hannah 
Houlton broke the school 
record for the 50-yard 
freestyle. At the state 
swimming competition 
Nov. 3-4, Houlton set 
the new record at 24.09 
seconds. 
     This time also won 
her a state title.
     She won a state title 
in the 100-free with a 
winning time of 52.05 
seconds.
     “I remember being 
shocked and excited, but 
mostly shocked,” said 
Houlton about how she 
felt after winning two 
state titles.
     Houlton was named 
one of two swimmers 
of the year in Southern 
Arizona. 
     She was the only 
swimmer who won a state 
title who was not from 
Chaparral High School.
     As if that wasn’t 
enough, she was also 
named All Division II 
swimmer of the year.     
     Houlton was part of 
the 200-free relay and the 
200-medley relay. Both 
relays placed at State. 
     “I thought the season 


was the best so far and 
I’d say that I’m proud of 
how well the team did as 
a whole,” said Houlton.


     Houlton has been 
swimming for 12 years; 
she currently swims for 
Ford Aquatics Club.


Swimmer earns two state titles


Photo Courtesy of Hannah Houlton
Clockwise from top left: Hayley Mayhew, junior, Hannah 
Houlton, junior, Mackenzie Kester, sophomore, and Brooke 
Kimball, freshman, pose with their third place medals at the 
state championship.
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Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


     The varsity boy’s basketball team 
started their season off in the Salpointe 
Tip-off Classic held at Salpointe 
Catholic High School Nov. 20-25. 
     They played Nogales and fell short 
76-47. They also lost to Salpointe 
63-34. Their next game was against 
Rincon and they won 37-34. 
     The next two games were against 
Sierra Linda and North high schools 
out of Phoenix. 
     The regular season started with a 
game against Catalina Foothills High 
School and fell short, losing 54-37. 
     Following that were wins at Vista 
Grande, 58-43, and Canyon del Oro, 
43-39 win, but they lost at Sahuaro, 
60-43. 
       Their next game was against 
Sabino. Scores were unavailable as of 
press deadline.
     “Right now we’re just taking it one 
game at a time and focusing on our 
match ups, but our goal for the season 
is to make the state playoffs,” said 
junior Yanni Andricopoulos.
     The JV team played Catalina 
Foothills to start their season and won 
55-42. 
     Their next games were wins against 
Vista Grande, 66-33, and Canyon del 


Oro, 65-53. 
       They fell short to Sahuaro. The 
final score was 50-38.


Boy’s basketball focuses on overall 
season by taking it game by game


Brandon Bean Invitational kicks off season 


Photo Courtesy Makayla Holthaus


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


    The girl’s soccer team started 
their season in the Brandon Bean 
Invitational. Their first game was at 
Rincon, and they won 1-0. 
     They then played Sabino and won 
3-0 and tied Tucson High 0-0. They 
played in the quarterfinals on Dec. 1 
against Buena and won 4-0. 


     Their next game was against 
Catalina Foothills in the semifinals but 
fell short 3-0.
     “I love all of the memories and all of 
the experiences. I love getting to know 
my teammates as players and as people. 
I just love how I grow as a player,” said 
junior Gabi Hernandez.
     Their regular season started on Dec. 
5 against Tucson High. Scores were 
unavailable as of press.


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


    The varsity girl’s basketball team 
played in the Walden Grove Turkey 
Shootout held at Walden Grove High 
School over Nov. 20-22.
     They brought home with a trophy. 
     The team played four games in the 
tournament and went undefeated.    
     They beat Cholla High School, 42-
22, Santa Cruz Valley, 65-15, Santa 
Rita, 59-18 and Sabino, 39-35.
     Their regular season started against 
Catalina Foothills on Nov. 28 and the 
girl’s won 49-30. 
     They went on to beat Vista Grande, 
77-17 and Canyon Del Oro, 56-55. 


     They played Sabino on Dec. 5, but 
scores were unavailable as of press 
deadline.
     “I think the season is going great. 
We are bonding and learning to work 
as a team since this is our first year 
all playing together,” said junior Alex 
Perez.
     The JV-A team played Catalina 
Foothills to start their season and came 
away with a 43-10 win.
     They beat Vista Grande 56-5 but fell 
short to Canyon Del Oro with a final 
score of 48-46 in a game that came 
down to the final seconds.
     They also played Sabino on Dec. 5, 
but scores were not available as of press 
deadline.


      The boy’s soccer team started their 
season in the Brandon Bean Invitational 
held on Nov. 27-29. 
     “Soccer has really shaped me as 
a player and a person by giving me a 
chance to work hard and to lead as a 
captain,” said junior Alex Fonseca. 
     Their first game was played at 
Rincon High School where they lost 
0-5. 
       At home against Sabino, they lost 
1-3, and in another home game on 
Wednesday, they lost to Tucson High 
0-4. 
     Their regular season games started 
on Dec. 5 where the boys played Tucson 


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


     The wrestling team started their 
season strong. They currently have a 
9-2 record. Their only losses thus far 
are to Mountain View and Costille high 
schools. 
     “ We’ve got a great group of guys 
this year. They are hard workers, 
dedicated, and have a great work ethic,” 
said varsity wrestling coach Joe Kline. 
     Kline is taking on his second season 
as the wrestling coach. 
     “We are a young team -- not a lot of 


seniors -- but I think we’ve shocked a 
lot of people this year because we don’t 
have a lot of returning players,” said 
Kline.
     The team wrestled in the Camp 
Verde Duals tournament which took 
place Dec. 1-2. 
     “I think we have definitely improved 
since last year with a lot of hard work. 
We have a lot of good wrestlers in the 
room, and I we have a great chance of 
placing in the state tournament this year 
as long as we have the dedication and 
keep the right mind set,” said junior 
wrestler Danny Weinzettle.


Photos by Chris Rouille
Left: Junior Bella Santavicca runs to beat out a defender as the team racks up another win to 
advance in the in the Brandon Bean Invitational. 
Above: Genny Jilka, senior, fights to clear the ball in a match against Tucson High.


The varsity girl’s basketball team poses for a photo after winning the Walden Grove Turkey 
Shootout. The team played five games and went undefeated through the entire tournament. They 
continued their winning streak into the beginning of their regular season games.


Wrestling season starts with win in Camp Verde Duals


Girl’s basketball team starts 
strong, takes home trophy


Photo by Sean O’Meara 
The wrestling team puts in hard work at practice in hopes to keep up their winning season. 


Photos by Chris Rouille
Left: Senior Jacob Pullen kicks a ball to a 
teammate with Alex Fonseca, junior, right 
behind. 
Right: Josh Rulney, sophomore, jumps above 
a defender to hit a header in hopes to gain pos-
session of the ball.


Photo courtsey Richie Dowse
Players practice daily in the gym and scrimmage 
with other levels to improve their skills. 
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Kat Tarro
Assistant Editor


     There is a new addition to 
Ironwood’s after school tutoring 
program, and the aim is to help students 
even further. 
     Edgenuity is a computer program 
meant to aid students in the process of 
learning. 
     The program is new to the school, 
but it’s been around for a while. The 
Amphitheater District has been using 
this program for online, at home 
learning in recent years.
     “I like Edgenuity. I’ve learned more 
from it than I did in the classroom,” 
said Dylan Stucki, junior.
     The program isolates specific areas 
of difficulty and builds custom learning 
for the student as it supplements 
classroom learning outside of school 
hours. 
     The program is just in its pilot stage, 
but Terri Amonson, Assistant Principal 
of Curriculum and Instruction, hopes to 
work with teachers to assist student’s 
learning with this program. 
     “We wanted to find a way to 
motivate students to get the help that 
they may need with workshops that 
are both relevant and interesting to the 
student,” said Amonson.
    After first quarter progress reports 
came out, letters were sent to students 
who earned a “D” or an “F” in a class, 
and invited them to take advantage of 
the new opportunities in the tutoring 
program. 


     The counseling department wanted 
to provide a way to help students who 
are often absent to catch up with work 
they missed. 
     The program is available for all 
students, regardless of their grades.
    The main change to the after school 
tutoring program is that it is more 
focused on targeting and completing 
areas of difficulty and finishing 
assignments. It places an emphasis 
on providing more opportunities 
for students to get familiar with the 
AZMerit test itself, including related 
concepts and technology.  
     For the past three years, tutoring 
was offered in individual teachers’ 
classrooms. The data collected by the 
school indicated that participation in 
the program decreased once it was 
moved from the library to classrooms. 
     When tutoring was held in the 
library, teachers were making 3,000 
contacts a year. That number dropped 
to only 700 after it was moved to 
individual classrooms.
      A contact is simply an interaction 
between a student and teacher. For 
example, ten contacts could be the 
same student ten times, or five students 
two times or ten students once. 
      It’s the number of visits to the 
tutors. This year administration made 
the decision to relocate the program to 
the library in the hopes of improving 
attendance. 
     Tutoring and Edgenuity assistance is 
offered every Tues.-Thurs. from 3:45-
5:15 p.m. in the library.


Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief
        
      Set to be an annual event, Fine 
Arts Night, otherwise known as 
“Artsapalooza,” serves to share student 
artwork with the school community 
and to showcase the various types of 
projects being produced in classes.
     Students from band, choir, and 
orchestra performed while people 
walked and browsed the glass display 
cases filled with art. 
     The event was held in the auditorium 
on Nov. 2, and Jazz band opened the 
night with a performance, followed by 
choir, who performed a cover of  ‘Call 
Me Maybe’  by Carly Rae Jepsen. 
     Orchestra then took the stage 
with slow, mellow tunes to add to the 


evening atmosphere.
        “The fundamentals were 
really good,” said Damon Knepper, 
Orchestra director. “We planned for 
a bohemian festival of sorts so that 
we could showcase everyone in a fun 
environment.”
     Artwork was gathered from students 
from a mix of classes and were 
displayed outside the auditorium. 
     Featured artwork in the show 
included monsters, rattle heads, fairy 
tale characters, and sketched designed 
circles on black parchment, called 
zendalas.
     “Seeing all of the art work there was 
wonderful. It’s a great event because it 
really captures the work that we put in 
for art class,” said sophomore Shelby 
Thompson.


First annual ‘Artsapalooza’ hits campus 


Kat Tarro
Assistant Editor
     
     This summer, a ceremony was held 
at the Oro Valley Public Library to 
recognize this year’s winners of the 
annual Congressional Art Award. 
     Congressman Tom O’Halleran 
announced Renée Vandivort, junior, as 
the first runner up and Joy Mona, senior, 
as third runner up. 
     Both students are in the 2D 
Symposium Art class taught by Danielle 
Rutherford. Winners were picked from 
the 66 contestants hailing from each 
Congressional District to represent 
Arizona’s pieces. 
     The submitted pieces were meant to 
demonstrate the desert that Tucson is, 
showcasing the natural charm of the city.
     “When I submitted my art piece, I 
didn’t think I was going to place at all, 
but I ended up in second place for our 
district,” said Vandivort. Her piece, 
“Midnight Illusions,” is the first artwork 
she has submitted to a competition.
     More than 650,000 high school 
students have participated in this 
competition since 1982. This 
year marks the 36th year of the 
Congressional Art Competition. 
     The first place winner has their 


art displayed in the U.S. Capitol in 
Washington, DC for one year.
     Students from Congressional 
Districts around the state submit their 
artwork to their representative’s office, 
and panels of artists select the winning 
entries.     
     This is Mona’s second time 
recognized in this competition. She was 
last year’s winner for her district. 
      A piece called “Circle” by Mountain 
View student Jordan Palmer was 
selected as the winner for District 1. 
     Seven other pieces from Arizona are 
currently on display in the Capitol.


Maya Morrison
Community Editor


     On The Ridge Design (OTRD) is 
more than just a graphic design class. 
Luke Howell, who teaches the class, 
also oversees the program as a club, and 
anyone can join regardless if they are in 
the class or not.
     “The club plans on establishing itself 
this year as a working design firm and 
offering its services to other clubs and 
programs on campus,” said Howell, 
who has been the sponsor for two years.
     The club can be commissioned to 
design logos, phone backgrounds, flyers, 
posters, and other design-related items. 
     Students will design and create the 
product, and clients can be students, 
teachers, or anyone in the community. 
     The money raised helps to purchase 
equipment and attend events.
     In November, three OTRD students 


attended a Leadership Training Camp 
where they learned skills to help them 
run the club more efficiently and 
effectively.
     “We learned how to use constructive 
criticism and how to work a budget as 
well as how to bring people into the 
club and properly run things,” said 
sophomore Cyndal Anderson, treasurer. 
     Club Vice President Justice Cowan, 
junior, and Club Spirit Director Madison 
Boutchyard, sophomore, also attended 
the workshop.
     The event focused on leadership 
development and taught students how to 
plan meetings and converse effectively.
       They also had the opportunity to 
share their ideas and learn how to better 
communicate with others professionally.
     For information about becoming a 
club member, or for information on how 
to commission a project, contact Luke 
Howell in Room A103.


Ella Wilson
Guest Reporter     


     SAT, ACT, PSAT. We hear about all 
these tests, but what exactly are they?
     The purpose of the SAT, Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, is to predict how well a 
student will do in regards to their ability 
in his or her freshman year in college. 
     The SAT tests students in the areas of 
mathematical and verbal skills.
     The ACT, or American College 
Test, determines how well a student is 
prepared for college-level academics 
and tests students in English, 
mathematics, reading, and science 
reasoning.
     A student has the option to take both 
the SAT and ACT, as test dates rarely 
overlap and are offered throughout the 
year. 
     There is a greater level of success 
with the ACT at Ironwood.
     “We do better on the ACT, so we’ve 
been working really hard to get more 
students to take the ACT…We have 
really fought hard, and we have really 
improved our numbers significantly year 
after year,” said Leah Evans, counselor.
     For many students, preparing for the 
SAT and ACT can be a struggle, as test 
prep is flooded with information. 
     The key is to communicate with 
counselors to see accessible and 
efficient options. 
     For example, https://www.
khanacademy.org is a popular site 
for reliable information and teaching 
capability. 
     Testing reference books are available 
for students to review or borrow in the 
counseling office. 
     There is also a highly anticipated 
third option to be released for the 
students of IRHS; ‘Edgenuity’ is an 
online service that will be offered to 


students in the future. 
     For those who sweat at the thought 
of a timed, bubble-filling exam, there 
are strategies.
     First, maintain a strong background 
in reading and math. These subjects are 
the crux of the test. 
     Additionally, strategies in time 
management skills, skimming the 
text, pulling important information or 
answering the questions one knows 
first can prove very useful. There is no 
penalty for guessing.
     It is never too late in the year to take 
the SAT or ACT. Both the SAT and the 
ACT are offered throughout the year, 
once a month. Registration is usually a 
month in advance. 
     It is recommended students take 
the PSAT, the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, before the SAT as it 
is designed to prepare students for 
the SAT and the regulation process 
accompanying it. The PSAT is 
administered yearly in October.
     “In my opinion… there are rules 
and regulations that they’re [students] 
not necessarily used to… and they just 
understand the whole process better, so 
it’s not a shock when they go in for the 
SAT or ACT. The word is demystify – it 
demystifies the process so that you can 
focus on the test,” said Amy Davidson, 
counselor. 
     The PSAT tales past SAT questions.
     The PSAT is widely known for its 
coveted National Scholar Award – a 
highly competitive award sought after 
across the nation, but there are other 
scholarship opportunities available. 
Corporations, sponsors, and colleges 
offer scholarship money to qualifiers 
and finalists.
     For those cannot afford the testing 
fee, the counseling office can assist 
students with a fee waiver.


Design club provides design services


A high schooler’s guide 
to standardized testing


Photo Courtesy Renée Vandivort
“Midnight Illusions” is the title of Vandivort’s 
winning artwork.


After school tutoring
redesigned, relocated


Artwork recognized in national award


Photo Courtesy Damon Knepper
Orchestra begins their set in front of the audience. They played slow, soft music they practiced 
since the beginning of the year.
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Taite Moralee, 
Junior


     “I have plans to sleep,   
enjoy the weather, and hang 
out with friends along with 
wrestling practice.”


  


Lauren Stevenson, 
Junior


     “I’m going to be spend-
ing time with my family and 
friends, and I’m having a 
cookie party!”


Gage Bolt, 
Sophomore


     “I’m going to be spend-
ing time with my family, 
and we’re going to go see 
Jigsaw.”


Michael Sanderson, 
Junior


     “I want to go and visit 
my sisters, go camping, and 
celebrate Christmas with my 
entire family.”


Alyssa Schwarz, 
Junior


     “I’m going to hang 
out with my friends and         
family and watch Christmas      
movies.”


Winter Break Plans


 Nighthawk hopes and dreams for gifts this season


Ashleigh Davidson, 
Junior


     “My brother home, 
safe  and sound. He’s in the 
military, and he wants to be a 
pilot.”


Malone Roark, 
Freshman


     “A sewing machine. I like 
to sew up jeans to fi t them or 
just sew things to fi t them for 
myself and friends.”


Eli Putnam, 
Junior


     “I hope to get Nike sweat-
shirts because we stay fash-
ionable during the holiday 
season.”


Conner Taylor, 
Junior


     “Gift cards -- food would 
be preferable. I need the 
money because I have to 
make a living somehow.”


Olivia Potter, 
Freshman


     “I really want the ‘Fenty 
Beauty’ make up line by 
Riannah because it’s so pretty 
and useful.”


Aaron Valenzuela, 
Senior


     “The best gift would be 
snow for Christmas, I don’t 
want to be materialistic for 
the holidays.”


Xander Rouille, 
Sophomore


     “I want a car, any car, 
because I want to experi-
ence the freedom of driving 
around .”


 Sophia Franklin, 
Senior


     “I want a Teavanna tea 
maker because I love tea so 
much. Literally so much.      
A lot.”


  
Cait Pueschner, 


Sophomore
     “I hope I get to go to a 
Lana Del Rey concert. My 
favorite album of hers is 
Born To Die.”


Isabel Pacho, 
Senior


     “When I was younger, 
I used to receive custom-
ized catcher’s gear from my 
parents.”


Jadyn Butler, 
Senior


     “I got really nice jewelry 
from my parents one year, 
and I wear it all the time    
because its special to me.”


  


Elisabeth Kinghorn, 
Junior


     “Last year we went to 
Hawaii, the island Kaui, 
because I have family who 
lives there.”


Mia Ferguson, 
Sophomore


     “Ice skates.When I was 
about fi ve or six, I had never 
been ice skating before, and 
it was great to learn.”


Braeden Finney, 
Sophomore


     “I always wanted a 
DS when I was little for          
Christmas, and my parents 
gave me my sisters.”


Best Gifts Ever


Bethany Harrison, 
Junior


     “For break, I’m going to 
see my friend in a ballet and 
hang out with my family and 
have a good time.”


Caitie Needham,
Junior


     “Season tickets to 
Broadway in Tucson. It was 
a great experience and a fun 
memory”


Cristina Rivera-Torres, 
Junior


     “I’m going to visit my 
family in Puerto Rico for all 
of break. I’ll be missing a 
few fi nals.”


Nighthawk hopes and dreams for gifts this seasonNighthawk hopes and dreams for gifts this season


g


fkgjAmaia Alsua, 
Sophomore


“I’m going to stay with 
my family, go Christmas      
shopping, and maybe buy a 
dog.”


Danny Weinzettle, 
Junior


     “I’m going to spend time 
with my family and go to 
church. I want to have fun 
the right way.”


CJ Mustang, 
Junior


     “My bike when I was 
younger because my grand-
ma bought it for me so that 
made it better.”


James Coylle, 
Sophomore


     “Receiving gifts from the 
people most important to me 
are always special. I couldn’t 
pick just one.”


Cole Ragels, 
Senior


     “I got an RC Car when I 
was around two years old, 
and I spent the day driving it 
around.”


Grayson Martinez,
Junior


     “I’m excited to hangout 
with my friends and be able 
to relax over break with those 
around me.”


Chris Watson,
Computer Repair Tech


     “Just spending time with 
my family is all I can re-
ally ask for because material 
things aren’t as important.”


Morgan Reidhead, 
Senior


 “When I was a little, I 
received a puppy. She was so 
important to me and was a 
part of my life so long.” 
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Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief       


     Gun control is a controversial 
dilemma that has been plaguing the 
United States for the past 20 years. 
Frequent mass shootings have taken 
place yearly across the country, and 
people are asking if there will be 
change.
     The Second Amendment, adopted 
on Dec. 15, 1791, states that, “A well 
regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not 
be infringed.” 
     This amendment has not been 
tweaked or changed since its adoption 
by the Senate in the 18 century.
     Citizens of the United States have 
conversed over the topic of gun control 
and the prospect 
of issuing strict 
laws that would 
make attaining 
guns challenging 
for the population. 
In recent years, 
gun control 
debates have 
primarily focused 
on background 
checks for buyers, 
public carrying 
of weapons, and 
whether to allow the possession of 
assault rifles.
     Federal law prohibits those with 
certain kinds of criminal records or 
mental illness, drug addicts, immigrants 
without legal status, veterans who 
left the military with a dishonorable 
discharge, and anyone with a permanent 
restraining order to purchase a firearm.
     With these laws in action, gun-
control activists aspire for laws to be 
even stricter on the public.
     “There would be less mass shootings 
and acts of terrorism if stricter gun 
control went into action,” said senior 
Isabella Anghel.  
     The United States has far more 
gun ownership than other developed 
countries and far more gun violence.    
     In 2013, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
nation had more than 33,000 firearm 
deaths. Attributed to the use  of firearms 
were 70 percent of all homicides, 67 


percent of all suicides, and hundreds of 
accidental and unsolved deaths.
     The argument on gun control is the 
fact that gun control activists want 
fewer guns, restrictions on purchases, 
possession and storage, and better 
records on those who have them.
     People who favor gun control argue 
that the more people carry weapons, 
the more likely it is that an everyday 
dispute can escalate to lethal force. 
     While gun-control activists abide 
by this, gun-rights advocates believe 
that more people armed equals a safer 
society. 
     Gun rights advocates view weapon 
possession as a matter of individual 
rights. Gun owners argue that the 
weapons actually make society safer, 
giving people the power of  self
defense, and stopping criminals  


  from attacking  
   people who might   
   be armed. 
          In particular, 
   they say that an 
   armed citizen can 
   stop a mass  
   shooter.
        There have  
  been several 
  accounts where
a mass shooter has 
been stopped by 
an armed civilian 
before they could 


continue their act of terrorism. 
         “If guns are outlawed, then 
only outlaws have guns,” said senior 
Emeline Rhoads. “Implementing stricter 
laws on gun control will not limit the 
criminal intention of those who want 
to scare the public. It will only increase 
the sales on the black market and make 
civilians not have the power to stand up 
for themselves if need be.”
        Gun rights advocates, led by the 
National Rifle Association (NRA), form 
a powerful unity that politicians fear to 
cross against the change in gun control 
laws.
        With the increased and continued 
acts of terrorism, the issue of gun 
control will continue to be highly 
debated. 
     The question of change will continue 
to be discussed as people continue to 
raise awareness of both sides of gun 
control.


Mass shootings result 
in gun control debate


Karagan Knowles
Editor-In-Chief


     It’s that time of the year again.
     Fans tune into their favorite college 
games, root for the star players while 
decked out in the college fan gear, new 
players take the court, and the training 
for the rest of the season continues with 
full force.
     Yet, while the court is illuminated by 
the overhead light as the game begins, 
a darker side of college basketball has 
been released to the public.
     The college basketball scandal has 
kicked of the season and highlighted the 
underground sponsoring of teams.
     A federal investigation took place 
this past summer which uncovered 
a series of underground events that 
college basketball teams have been 
involved in accepting sponsorship 
money.
     This is an ethics violation. 
     Bribes and setbacks from shoe 
companies geared towards recruits   
were uncovered on to the arrests of 10 
people.
     This included the assistant coaches 
at four prominent schools in the Pac-12 
conference.
     Arrests were assistant coaches from 
the University of Arizona, Southern 
California University, Oklahoma State 
University and Auburn, along with an 
Adidas marketing executive. 
     U of A’s Assistant Coach,  Emanuel 
“Book” Richardson was one of the 
coaches investigated and arrested.
     Richardson was accused of taking 


$20,000 in bribes over the summer and 
paying an unnamed recruit to commit 
to Arizona. These accusations led to his 
immediate suspension on the coaching 
staff and his arrest. 
     As the investigation digs deeper, 
college coaches and athletes risk the 
loss of the 2017-18 season eligibility for 
their team. 
     Uncertainty surrounds the college 
programs on whether its players will 
remain eligible, if the investigation will 
lead to the head coach, or if NCAA 
sanctions are to be further questioned in 
court.
     The other major programs in the 
college season, particularly those with 
high-end recruits, could be on edge 
all season, waiting to see if they will 
become a target in the questioning 
investigation.
     This scandal has put a shadow over 
the teams as some must regroup after 
the loss of coaches and the ineligibility 
of team members. 
     Due to the ineligibility of some 
players, the statistics for recruits for the 
2018-19 season has changed drastically. 
     Recruits are now being thoroughly 
investigated before their commitment to 
college basketball in case the scandal is 
ongoing. 
     This season began with a rough start 
for certain Pac-12 schools due to the 
arrest of assistant coaches, ineligibility 
of starter athletes, and recruitment 
drops. 
     Perhaps the light at the end of it will 
guide the teams through to a successful 
season despite the pre-season setbacks.


Illegal bribes lead to season setback


      Many parents are concerned with 
Ironwood’s perceived low grade, and 
some are upset with the way the process 
has been handled.
     “I don’t agree with the way the 
school has been graded,” said Bob 
Fitzpatrick, a parent who has one 
daughter currently attending IRHS and 
another who graduated in 2014. “It’s not 
fair to already have the bar set so high 
that it’s hard to go further. [It gives] 
an unfair advantage to other schools to 
show more improvement rather than 
focusing on the scores and academics of 
the students.”
     Some believe that because the test 
does not carry consequence for students, 
they do not take it seriously or do their 
best on the test.
     “Ironwood is definitely more easy 
going than other schools,” said freshman 
Sydney Wright who transferred from 
Catalina Foothills. “I think Ironwood is 
a “B” school, but it has a better social 
environment than Catalina. Everyone is 
really nice.”
     Burnett said parents can have an 
influence on future grades, and she is 
asking for their help. 


     “We need their support and help 
in having their children, their student, 
embrace the reality of the test and just 
do their best on it and to support the 
testing schedule and environment,” said 
Burnett.
     At present, the AzMERIT test is not 
being held against the students grades, 
ranking, GPA or graduation as rumors 
last year speculated they would.  
     Some students believe teachers need 
to do more to raise student’s awareness 
of the importance of the test.
     “I believe the teacher’s haven’t 
expressed enough how important this 
test actually is,” said Jackson Huffman, 
sophomore. 
     “They don’t impress upon it enough, 
and students end up thinking it’s not 
important and don’t feel obligated to do 
well. [Students] don’t know how this 
affects everyone,” continued Huffman.
     Students who earned a score of lower 
than “Proficient” on the 2015-16 test 
have been contacted by their counselor 
or through email, and they have been 
encouraged to use the new Edgenuity 
computer program the school has made 
is available for students after school 


during academic assistance hours in the 
library. 
     Edgenuity focuses on helping 
students in the areas they struggle in. 
     “There are students who do need 
the support, and we have quite an 
active and targeted innovation support 
program going on with after school 
tutoring, working both in the lab and 
in a working blended model,” Burnett 
said. “The tutoring is open to everyone 
after school, but we’re really targeting 
the students who really need help in the 
subject areas.”
     What many may not realize is that 
teacher pay will be tied to AzMERIT 
success. 
     “When you involve the AzMERIT, 
you see the lower scores, and 
unfortunately, we get lower extra pay,” 
said Doug Kautz, Math Department 
Chairperson and teacher. “Students 
don’t realize that it’s permanently 
attached to their records, as well as how 
it affects several other factors including 
teachers.”
     Three days after the school grades 
came out, the ADE labeled them as 
“Preliminary.” As of Oct. 27, the district 


decided that several schools would 
appeal their grades. 
     One of the schools was Canyon Del 
Oro High School (CDO). 
     “After having this job for 21-years, 
I don’t believe this reflects our school,” 
said CDO Assistant Principal Don 
Enright.
     “I don’t think that schools were 
given enough notice of the criteria that 
was going to be used. The AzMERIT is 
only a snapshot of how well a student 
is on that given testing day. We don’t 
know what the kid is going through, so 
I do believe that to be unfair,” continued 
Enright.
     Other Amphi schools appealing 
their grades are Keeling and Prince 
elementary schools. 
     While Ironwood is currently rated a 
“C” school, it doesn’t mean the criteria 
by which schools are assessed won’t be 
changed in the future.
       “There were quite a few high 
performing schools across the state 
that were “A” schools that are now 
categorized as “C” schools, and that’s 
a big pill to swallow,” said Burnett. “I 
think changes are definitely possible.”


School letter grades released con’t. from page 1


Photo courtesy insidethehall.com
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Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor


     “As far as the laws of mathematics 
refer to reality, they are not certain. As 
far as they are certain, they do not refer 
to reality.” – Albert Einstein
     Chaos Theory is the most complex 
of the sciences because, by definition, 
it deals with the unpredictability of 
dynamic systems due to minute changes 
in initial conditions and environments. 
This includes the weather, the stock 
market, and even our own minds. 
      These extraordinarily convoluted 
systems can be defined by a set of 
principles that explain their complexity: 
the Butterfly Effect, unpredictability, 
order/disorder chaos, mixing/turbulence, 
feedback, and fractals.
     Each of these has meaning which 
connects them, but the Butterfly Effect 
is perhaps the most familiar of these 
principles. While it is no less complex 
than the rest, it is easier to understand.
     The Butterfly Effect deals with 
how minute changes in something 
seemingly irrelevant can accelerate and 
amplify through the passage of time 
into something much more dramatic and 
severe. The most often used example 
is a butterfly flapping its wings in San 
Francisco can lead to a hurricane over 
Japan. This may sound radical, but 


if that butterfly is removed from the 
equation, and there is no hurricane, 
then technically that butterfly was 
responsible for the hurricane.
     Why is this relevant? Why am I 
explaining this abstract concept which 
the majority of average teens probably 
still don’t understand? Have a little 
trust; I am working my way up to a 
point that could change the world for 
the better.
     First, consider the Butterfly Effect’s 
ability to interconnect two seemingly 
irrelevant and dramatically different 
things.
     Now try to tell yourself that it is 
merely a coincidence that, only months 
after the boom of the rapidly rotating 
focus toys, known as fidget spinners, 
in the United States, hurricanes began 
appearing left and right in the Atlantic.
     Consider it. If a serious scientific 
field states that a single butterfly could 
cause a hurricane, then it is perfectly 
logical that millions of Americans using 
fidget spinners at any given time could 
accomplish the same thing. Perhaps 
even more.
     Consideration should also be taken 
to the fact that a fidget spinner actually 
possesses rotational energy, whereas a 
butterfly only forces air up and down. 
Using this irrefutably sound logic, it 
is clear that a fidget spinner is actually 


better apt to create the forces necessary 
for a hurricane than a butterfly.
     People legitimately attempted to use 
fans to blow the hurricanes away, but 
what they failed to realize was that they 
were the same people who created the 
hurricane in the first place. If they really 
had wanted to stop the hurricane, they 
could have spun their fidget spinners in 
the opposite direction to cancel out the 
hurricane.
     Regardless, the hurricanes have 
passed for now, and the excess fidget 
energy reserve in our atmosphere 
has been depleted. However, as long 
as fidget spinners remain a part of 
our society, we are constantly at 
risk of creating more hurricanes and 
endangering the lives of millions.
     In light of this, it is best if we can 


encourage as many people as possible, 
not just in the United States, to take 
Germany’s approach to fidget spinners.
     Germany recently went through with 
their promise made in June to crush 35 
tons of fidget spinners. Of course this 
came as a great relief of many educators 
and parents. Even if we cannot convince 
our countries to perform a German-style 
mass-extermination, if we each come 
together to collect and destroy any 
fidget spinners we may come across, we 
can bring a change to this world.
     It may be difficult, and in some 
cases it may be unlawful. We will each 
undoubtedly lose friends, and our most 
important relationships may suffer, but 
in the end, we can all bring about a 
change that will make this world safe 
for any and all again.


HUMOR ME: Scientists uncover the real, unexpected reason behind the 2017 hurricanes


Maya Morrison
Community Editor
 
     For over seven years, the food 
drive has been an annual event StuGo 
organizes to benefit the community. 
     For the third year in a row, 
sophomore English teacher Doreen 
Rouille and her classes contributed 
the most non-perishable food items to 
help the community. Food is collected 
through the English Department.
     “I love helping in general, and it 
makes me sad to see people who do not 
have enough food to eat. Being nice 
and caring about people is important to 
me; I like helping those who need it,” 
said sophomore Alejandra Delgadillo, 
who donated over 100 cans for the food 
drive. Delgadillo is in Rouille’s class.
     Rouille’s class collected 2,226 food 
items, and the English Department 


collected just under 2,500 in total. This 
number is less than collected in previous 
years. Her classes were treated to an 
Eegee’s party for winning the friendly 
competition of food collection between 
teachers in the English Department.
     The food was collected on Nov. 2 
and donated to Interfaith Community 
Services to be given to people in need.
     “We are ending starvation one can at 
a time,” said Sophomore Class President 
Mason Whitaker.
     StuGo’s donation goal of 2,000 cans 
was only narrowly surpassed, prompting 
members to reevaluate the entire food 
drive event for next year. They plan to 
meet with the English department to 
develop a system that will promote and 
increase student participation.
     “It’s nice to help people in need,” 
said sophomore Class Historian Allie 
Cherrington.   


Mormon Temple completed Generous student donations 
benefit Tucson community


Photo courtesy www.lds.org
The Tucson Arizona Temple is the sixth LDS temple in Arizona and the 157th in the world. It is 
located on Skyline Drive.


Fairy tale, modern musical ‘Into The Woods’ well-received by audience
Taylor Ernzen
Business Editor


    The drama department produced and 
performed the whimsical musical of 
interwoven classic fairytale’s Into The 
Woods on Nov. 2-4. 
     The musical tells the tale of many 
classic Grimm Fairy Tales, including 
Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and 
Jack and the Beanstalk, interacting with 
one another and finding their place in 
the world. 
     “I love Into the Woods,” said Mary 
Dickson, drama teacher, who directed 
the show. “I haven’t had an opportunity 
to direct a serious musical, and I wanted 


students to grow in the best way.”
     The advanced drama production’s 
class worked on this award-winning 
modern musical since the beginning of 
the semester.
      The musical, written by award 
winner Stephen Sondheim, uses an 
offbeat tempo which can be difficult for 
students to get the beats; ultimately it 
makes them better actors and musicians. 
     “It’s fun but busy-- it’s a very hard 
show in general,” said senior Kasey 
Kuhlmann who plays Beanstalk’s Jack. 
     The musical was also a challenge for 
the student techs off stage who com-
municated constantly with multiple ear 
pieces and worked as a team to add fin-


ishing touches to make the show come 
to life. Students worked on the set since 
August and attended rehearsals after 
school and some Saturdays.
     “We we’re able to use pieces from 
the earlier production of  “As You Like 
It” to make it more fantasy-like,” said 
junior Russo Carmine, sound booth 
operator. 
     Senior Sophia Franklin, who attend-
ed last year’s Jimmy’s (National High 
School Musical Theatre Awards) for her 
nominated performance in last spring's 
Guys and Dolls, felt this performance 
was a wonderful way to show what she 
learned. 
     Franklin played the Rapunzel’s 


Witch. “She’s like Norma Bates from 
Psycho. She’s nurturing in her own way; 
she cares about her own little world, 
and anything else isn’t important. She’s 
determined to get what she wants,” 
Franklin said of her character.
     As the curtains opened, the cast 
performed and experience some of their 
favorite moments to the audience. Seat-
ing nearly 300 people each night, the 
production was met with high praise.
     “My favorite part about this produc-
tion has been exploring the richness of 
the show and it’s many layers,” said 
Kasey. “I hope that people are able to 
take away from this that nobody is alone 
and to take that concept and run with it.” 


Photo courtesy Robyn Blick
Interfaith Community Services received approximately 2,500 food items in time for the holiday 
season. Doreen Rouille’s third period sophomore English class brought in nearly 1,000 cans.


This graphic shows the devastating effects of the torrential wind and rains generated from fidget 
spinners from around the globe.


Kat Tarro
Assistant Editor


     The recently finished Tucson 
Arizona Temple is the sixth temple 
of the Latter-day Saints (LDS) to be 
constructed in Arizona, and the 157th 
operating temple in the world. 
     The plans for the temple were first 
announced in Oct. 2012 at the 182nd 
semiannual General Conference of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-
day Saints. Arizona’s other five temples 
are in Snowflake, Gila Valley, Mesa, 
Phoenix, and Gilbert. The temple was 
dedicated on Aug. 13, and it will serve 
33,000 patrons in Southern Arizona. 
     The location of the Tucson temple is 
7281 N. Skyline Dr.
      Free tours were offered at the 
temple daily except Sundays in June, 
and more than 112,000 people visited 
the temple during its open house.
     The temple is 38,000 sq. ft, with its 
design mainly drawn from its desert 
surroundings. The dome shape on top 


is completely unique to this temple; 
inspired by the old pueblo buildings 
in Tucson. Most LDS temples have at 
least one or more towers, steeples, or 
spires. The materials for the temple 
were imported from different countries. 
      Inside the temple are instruction 
rooms, a baptistry, sealing rooms, and 
a celestial room. The only baptisms 
that are performed in the temple are 
ancestral baptisms, where a member 
of the church may be baptized for 
their dead ancestors. Patrons learn 
about God’s plan in the instruction 
rooms, and sealing rooms are where 
people get married for eternity, hence 
the term ‘sealing’. The celestial room 
symbolizes heaven on earth, with 
beautiful mirrors and chandeliers 
bathing the room in a golden glow.
     “It’s a gorgeous place, and I’m 
grateful we got to bring it into the 
community. I hope everyone has the 
chance to come to the temple grounds 
to see what we are fortunate enough to 
have,” said Jana Welch, junior.








                                                            2 Iron Quill | News                                                       December 2017  


From the Editor Iron Quill Staff
Editor-in-Chief


Karagan Knowles


Assistant Editor /
Layout Editor


Kat Tarro


Sports Editor
Maddie Toia


Community Editor
Maya Morrison


Entertainment Editor
Sean O’Meara


Business Editor
Taylor Ernzen


Guest Reporter
Ella Wilson


Adviser
Doreen Rouille 


Principal
Natalie Burnett


 


Contact Information
2475 W. Naranja


Tucson, AZ 85742
(520) 407-4233 


 
Policy Statement


 Published six times a year, 
the student newspaper 
of Ironwood Ridge High 


School is a public forum, 
with its student editorial 


board making all decisions 
concerning its contents.      


 Unsigned editorials 
express the views of the 


majority of the editorial 
board and not necessarily 


that of administration.
 Letters to the editor are 
welcomed and will be 


published as space allows. 
Letters must be signed, 


although the staff may with-
hold the name on request. 
The paper also reserves the 


right to edit letters for gram-
mar and clarity.


 All the letters are subject 
to laws governing obscenity, 
libel, privacy and disruption 
of the school process, as are 


all contents of the paper.
  Opinions in letters do 


not necessarily represent 
those of the staff, nor should 


an opinion expressed in a 
public forum, be construct-
ed as the opinion or policy 


of the administration, unless 
so attributed. 


    All letters should be 
delivered to the Journalism 
mailbox in the administra-
tion building or dropped 


off at room E103 during the 
school day.


     
     Hey Nighthawks! Welcome to this 
year’s second issue. 
      I would like to address a topic that 
is very important to me and that was 
written about in our last issue: Sports. 
     In the September issue, the Agree 
To Disagree column debated the 
importance of sports in a person’s 
education and whether or not sports 
were a necessity in life. While everyone 
is entitled to their own opinions, there 
was some controversy over the points 
that were made, and I want to join in on 
the discussion.
     I believe that sports are a necessity 
in every person’s life. Being passionate 
about something is what every person 
should experience at a young age, and 
sports bring people together while doing 
just that.
     Personally, I have been involved with 
sports since I was eight years old. While 
every person is different, it is a common 
factor that many parents put their kids 
in some form of club sport at a young 
age so that they can make friends, be 
involved in an activity, and possibly 
grow with the sport they joined. 
     I was no different. 
     I started playing softball when I was 
in the second grade for a little league 
where I learned the game and the basics. 
I was ten-years-old when I joined my 
first travel club team. Club was different 
than recreational ball because it was 
more intense and competitive. 
     I don’t know if this is the same for 
all sports, but club ball for softball is 
definitely the way to go if you want to 
be seen by colleges and have the best 
experience with the game year-round.
     Club softball has made me into the 
person I am today. It has given me 
friendships that I would not have made 
in school, strengthened my leadership 
qualities, and boosted my confidence. 
     For those not in club sports, high 
school sports offer the same techniques. 
Athletes practice daily with their high 
school teammates whom they might 
play against in the club season. There 
are games against other schools where 
you may face teammates from your own 
club team. 
     Joining a team and allows a person to 
compete for three months against other 
high schools and grow closer with the 
team. High school season is the time 
for fun and competition, and athletes 
compete for a state ring, represent the 
game and their school, and perhaps even 
create a legacy. 
     Without softball, I would not have 
the opportunities for college I received, 
nor would I have found Emerson 
College in Boston - a school that is the 
best fit for me for both academics and 
athletics.
       My experience may not be the same 
for everyone else, but the advice I have 
to offer is that whatever it is you put 
your mind to, be the best at it.
      So go try out for that team, cheer 
from the sidelines, and make those 
friendships because high school doesn’t 
last forever and making the most out 
of our time here is one of the best 
decisions we can make.


Superintendent visits district high 
schools for parent, community input


Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief


Police Beat
Maya Morrison
Community Editor


August 17: Two male students left 
the boy’s bathroom smelling of burnt 
marijuana. Both students were arrested 
for possession of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia.
August 1:  A female student locked her 
keys in the car with the car still running.
August 23: A male student’s vehicle 
was struck in the student parking lot. 
Damage occurred.
August 29: A female student reported 
her car bumper was stabbed. An 
investigation showed it was a hit and run.
September 1: A male student reported 
that his vehicle was struck by another 
car. Damage occurred, and no 
information was left.
September 8: A male student passed out 
during the football game on the stadium.
September 12: A female student 
was drinking alcohol during school 
hours and was arrested for minor 
consumption.
September 22: Two male students were 
brought to the office under suspicion 
that they smoked marijuana. 
Both students were arrested for 


possession of marijuana.
September 22: During a football game, 
a male student was suspected to be 
under the influence of alcohol and was 
arrested for minor consumption.
September 29: A male student was 
caught with marijuana.
October 6: During homecoming, a male 
student was caught under the influence 
of alcohol. He was arrested for minor 
consumption.
October 13: A female student informed 
an officer her car was struck in student 
parking lot. No information was left.
October 23: An adult male was sighted 
driving a car in the student and teacher’s 
parking lot. The adult male did not 
attend IRHS and was trespassing.
November 7: Two male students were 
suspected of drinking on the bus. They 
admitted to drinking and both were 
arrested for minor consumption.
November 8: A male student said his 
vehicle was hit during basketball practice. 
An investigation showed he hit a pole.
November 8: Two students got into a 
fight. No arrests were made.
November 30: A male student jumped 
from the bleachers in the gym and broke 
his arm.


Four student athletes sign their letter of intent on Nov 8. Senior Morgan Gappemeyer commit-
ted to Northern Arizona University for volleyball while the other three athletes committed in the 
sport of softball. Isabel Pacho committed to the University of Arizona, Morgan Reidhead commit-
ted to Salt Lake Community College, and Karagan Knowles committed to Emerson College.


Photo by Maddie Toia 


Taylor Ernzen
Business Editor


     Amphitheater’s Superintendent Todd 
Jaegar finished his “Listen, Learn, Lead” 
tour of the district in November.    
      During this time, Jaegar visited the 
three high schools to meet with parents 
and community members and listen to 
their concerns. 
       “It’s not about what I want, it’s 
about what you want,” Jaeger said to 
a crowd of 20 people in the Ironwood 
Ridge cafeteria on Nov. 2. 
       Jaeger said he plans to take the 
information from meetings at each 
of the schools, along with what he is 
learning with his committee, to create 
improvement plans. 
     “In terms of concerns or challenges 
which people may have raised, one 
issue that was mentioned is the need 
for increased communication. While 
we have placed great emphasis and 
effort on improving our communication 
in the district, this is one area we 
certainly recognize there is always 
room for even more improvement and 


growth,” said Jaeger. “I also heard 
concerns that we need to build upon 
our existing technology access and 
equipment – something we have already 
been working at, but must obviously 
make a higher and more visible priority 
perhaps.”
     Implementing changes promptly is 
important to his overall plan.
     “We will be developing a strategic 
plan next semester which will address 
not only issues raised through this 
process but also our existing and 
ongoing work,” said Jaeger. “The 
intention is that we have a focused and 
comprehensive strategy for achieving 
all of our goals and aspirations, whether 
previously existing or newly identified.”
    Jaeger said this is only the beginning 
of changes he wishes to make in the 
district.
     “I want to hit the ground running, 
and in order to do that, I also need to hit 
the ground learning,” said Jaeger. “The 
listen and learn process is far from over, 
so there is much more I expect to learn, 
and consequently, there will be many 
other things we will be working on.”


Early signing day for student athletes


CORRECTION BOX     


     In Volume 15, Issue 1 of the Iron 
Quill, the positions of several faculty 
and staff members were incorrect. 
     Trish Ambrosio is a mathematics 


teacher, Olga Mantinan is a library 
clerk, and Lorraine Kroell is a book-
store clerk. 
     The Iron Quill regrets these errors.
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Horoscopes show bright future as new year fast approaches


Kat Tarro
Assistant Editor


Aries: Mar. 21 to Apr. 19
     Focus on the future a bit less, 
and try to remember to live in the 
now. Whatever should be, will be, 
and worrying about the future won’t 
accomplish anything good.


Taurus: Apr. 20 to May 20
     You’re a very driven person with 
high standards for yourself. Keep up 
the hard work, and you’ll achieve every 
goal you set.


Gemini: May 21 to June 20
     Realize that you’re responsible for 
cleaning up after yourself. If you’ve 
messed up in some way, it’s your job 
to take to rectify that. Accepting blame 
is the fi rst step to becoming a better 
person. You’ll feel better after doing so.


Cancer: June 21 to July 22
     Look out for great things coming 
your way from far away! You never 
know where in your life great things lie.


Leo: July 23 to August 22
     You’re a very sweet person, and your 
friends are incredibly lucky to have you 
in their lives. 
     You’re quite naturally charming and 
endear people to yourself very quickly.


Virgo: Aug. 23 to Sept. 22
     Don’t continue to be a pushover. 
Stand up for what you believe in even if 
it means standing alone. Your opinions 
are your own for a reason; defend them. 
Don’t get walked on.


Libra:  Sept. 23 to Oct.22
     Your calculated nature is critical to 
who you are. You sometimes come to 
conclusions slower than others due to 


your close attention to detail and ability 
to see the outcomes of a situation based 
on different variables.


Scorpio: Oct. 23 to Nov. 21
You’re a very direct person, which can 
sometimes get you into trouble. 
     Try being a little more relaxed    
when talking to people, and focus 
more on sympathizing with somebody    
rather than injecting your opinions 
on what they should do to solve their 
problems.


Sagittarius: Nov. 22 to Dec. 21
     You might be encountering a certain 
amount of stress that you just can’t 
seem to shake. 
     Try relaxing, since constantly 
stressing about everything never got 
anyone anywhere. Getting involved in 
new activities may help you relax and 
enjoy your life more.


Capricorn: Dec. 22 to Jan. 19
     While you’re a very kind and caring 
person, you can also sometimes come 
across as demanding or bossy. 
     Holding grudges probably doesn’t 
help this image, so try to be more 
forgiving to the people around you.


Aquarius: Jan. 20 to Feb. 18
     Your ability to admit when you 
are wrong and not claim superiority 
is enviable, but your temper is rather 
quick. 
     When frustrated, try to keep that 
short-fuse in check.


Pisces: Feb. 19 to Mar. 20
     You’re an amazing friend to those 
around you because of your naturally 
nurturing nature. 
     Just remember to focus on yourself 
every once in a while. 
     You matter too.


Taylor Ernzen
Business Editor  


     The holidays are upon us with 
abundance of yuletide carols, 
cheerful greetings and unifi ed 
spirit. However, hidden under 
the white blanket of happiness 
are upcoming stressful fi nals, 
family drama, and the inevitable 
knowledge that the joy is only 
momentary. 
     Well, they’re almost here, so 
it’s time to make the most of it, and 
the best way to do so is... to take a 
luxurious vacation, of course. 
     Here are the top fi ve places 
to spend the holidays away from 
home. 


GERMANY
     One of the most festive and 
spectacular places to spend the holidays, 
Germany has 
one of the oldest 
Christmas 
markets dating 
back to 1435 
in the city 
of Dresden. 
Booths are 
open all day, 
and they sell different items including 
baked apples, a variety of Santas, and a 
variety of examples of the culture. Not 
only that but indulge into the wonderful 
festivity that Germany indulges in.


TURKS AND CAICOS
     Can’t resist being away from the 
Tucson heat? How about adding in a 
beach, resort and fun activities for all? 
From the personal experience of yours 
truly, Turks and Caicos is a peaceful, 
unpopulated island bursting with 
nonstop activities for everyone. Snorkel 
in the colorful reefs of the majestic 
ocean, tan on the desolate beach that 


surrounds the 
island, and 
spend the 
days resting 
with a fruity 
drink in the 
palm of your 
hand while 
fl oating 
down the 


serene lazy pool shaded by the many 
palm trees overlooking the island. 
Paradise, fun, and peace perfectly 
blended all into one excursion. 


NEW YORK
     The centerpiece of most holiday 


movies, New York 
is fi lled to the 
brim with diverse 
religions in its 
small confi nes of 
the city. ♪There’ll 
be stores giving 
discounts, carousel 
rides to mount, 
and ice skating at 
near Time Square. 
There’ll be choirs 


a-singing, gifts to be a-bringing, and a 
ginormous tree to put anywhere♪ 
     It’s the most wonderful time of the 
year, in New York that is.


LONDON
     The birthplace of Charles Dickens 
“A Christmas Story,” London is one 
of the most sought out destinations for 
individuals to stay during the festive 
days in the city as Christmas lights 
dazzle spectators. 
     For all the Harry Potter fans out 


there, the 
London Warner 
Brothers 
Studio annually 
decorates the 
Great Hall to 
enchant those 
taking the tours 
to see the set 
pieces of some 
of the most 
successful 
movies 


productions to come from the company. 


ROME
     A popular attraction regardless if you 
are Catholic or not. It’s also the residing 
place of the Vatican and the midnight 
Christmas Eve service that thousands 
fl ock to 
each year. 
Tickets are 
booked 
months in 
advance, 
but the 
service 
is always 
accessible on TV. Visit the sight of 
the fi rst nativity created in 432 A.D. 
where Pope Sixtus III created a small 
cave to contain wood that, according to 
tradition, said was part of the Crib of 
Christ. 
       It’s the once in a lifetime 
experience.


Dear Iris: Holiday Woes


     Local festival show-
cases country music


Maya Morrison
Community Editor


Dear Iris,
     The holidays are coming up, and 
I’m freaking out because I don’t have 
much money to get gifts. 
     I’ve got Secret Santa’s, and my gift 
giving list is growing every day. I have 
no idea what I should get. I don’t have 
much money to spend, so it needs to be 
small but meaningful. 
     Please help.


Sincerely, Worried


Dear Worried,
     If you are worried about what 
you should buy as a gift for family, 


friends, or classmates, there are plenty 
of affordable, small items and crafts 
that would make great gifts for these 
occasions. 
     Pinterest is an excellent site to fi nd 
ideas for handmade and baked items.
     Festive cakepops are always a huge 
hit, and handmade gifts are heartfelt 
because you spent time and effort 
making them. 
     Buy the supplies and ingredients 
in advance and make sure you allow 
yourself enough time to make the 
special treats, or you’ll just pile more 
work and stress on yourself.
     I hope you fi nd what you’re looking 
for. Happy Holidays, and good luck.


Sincerely, Iris


Photo courtesy Kaylor Cox
Country singer Lee Bryce poses with fellow country musician Kaylor Cox, who is moving to 
Nashville to launch her music career. Bryce was the headliner, and he performed “I Don’t 
Dance” along with his many other hits. Cox, who opened the festival, performed her original hit 
“Bootcamp for Boyfriends.” 


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


     The third annual Oro Valley Music Festival, sponsored by radio stations 
92.9FM and 97.1FM took place on Sept. 30 - Oct. 1 at the Golf Club at Vistoso.
     Six artists performed during each day of the two-day concert.
     The fi rst day was country music day and was opened by local artist and IRHS 
2015 alumni Kaylor Cox. Cox was followed by Brooke Eden, Jana Kramer, 
Michael Rey and Brothers Osbourne. The headline of the night was Lee Brice. 
     “I think my favorite part about the Oro Valley Music Festival is the sense of 
community. I love performing at all places, but to be on such a huge stage, with 
major acts, in front of my people, is so rewarding,” said Cox about why she loves 
being a part of the Oro Valley Music Festival.
     The next day began with The Rich Berra Band, followed by Echo Smith, Leann 
Rimes, Michael Franti & Spearhead, and Gavin DeGraw. The headliner was Train.


Top 5: Holiday Getaways
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Pablo Casanova,
Sophomore


     “We go and get with our 
family in Mexico and have a 
big Christmas party. There’s 
about 20-25 people there.”


Luciano Dagnillo,
Sophomore


     “We’ll be going to Colo-
rado for Christmas to be with 
our family since we’re from 
there.”


Philip Ho,
Sophomore


“We’re going to California 
to visit my dad’s family for 
Christmas because we don’t 
see them that much.”


Noah Patchin,
Sophomore


     “We’re going to go to 
Colorado to see our fam-
ily and to visit them for the 
holidays.”


Ben Gaddis,
Sophomore


     “Our original D.C. and 
New York plans fell through, 
so we are probably going to 
stay in a cabin in Show low.”


Henry Erichs,
Sophomore    


     “Since this is my fi rst 
Christmas in America, I’ll be 
going to San Francisco with 
my host family.”


Hayden Stokes,
Sophomore    


    “We usually go somewhere 
random for no reason any-


time there’s a break, so yeah, 
we’ll be going somewhere.”


Kayla Keith, 
Sophomore


     “We always go to Califor-
nia for Christmas. We have 
a lot of family who live in 
Sacramento.”


Nighthawk travel plans for Winter Break


Treasured Holiday Traditions


Isabella Anghel, 
Senior


     “Home Alone is my favor-
ite movie because I would 
watch it with my family as a 
child.”


Isaac Butler, 
Senior


     “I like Miracle on 34th 
Street because it is a simple 
but heartfelt story about 
Santa Clause.”


M


Miranda Erro, 
Sophmore


“My favorite movie is prob-
ably How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas, -- the live action 
version with Jim Carrey.” 


Cole Contreras, 
Sophomore


     “My favorite holiday 
movie is Christmas with the 
Cranks because it is a funny 
and good family movie.”


Shelly Benson,
Substitute Teacher


“My favorite movie is prob-
ably Elf; it’s really funny, and 
it has Will Ferrell. I just love 
it.”


Sydney Overstreet, 
Freshman


     “My favorite holiday mov-
ie is How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas because I always 
watch it with my family.”


Favorite Holiday Movies 


Cam Trainor, 
Junior


     “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas. It’s spooky but-
sends the message of Christ-
mas in a fun fashion.”


Aneissa Bernal, 
Junior


     “Christmas with the 
Cranks. People say I have 
an old soul, and I just really 
enjoy it.”


Mercedes Caballero, 
Junior


     “The Polar Express is my 
favorite Christmas movie. In 
third grade, my class had a 
Polar Express party.”


Cecilia Gamez, 
Junior


     “I’m going to be getting 
together with my family 
and making tamales for the 
month of December.”


Jake Hart,
Freshman


     “We have this thing where 
the fi rst person to fi nd some-
thing hidden under a tree gets 
more gifts.”


Jose Beltran,
Sophomore


     “My family likes to eat 
tamales and make lots of 
food to set on the table for 
the holidays.”


Cesar Cordova,
Freshman 


“We make tamales every 
year with my grandma, and 


then we continue to eat them 
throughout the holidays.”


Caven Jackson, 
Junior


     “Usually we open our pres-
ents on Christmas Day, and until 
then we pig out on brisket and eat 
a big meal on Christmas Eve.”


     “Our original D.C. and 


Jackson Huffman
Sophomore


     “We go to my grandma’s 
house -- and she has mini 
fi gurine villages -- then my 
family exchanges gifts.”


Jacob Brown,
Junior


     “I usually go to both of 
my parent’s houses and have 
Christmas dinner there with 
the family.”


Leah DeSpain,
Freshman    


     “We will be going up to   
Flagstaff for Christmas to 
have a big Christmas dinner 
with our family.”


Sabrina Liu,
Sophomore


     “We go to California 
because we have family there 
and we always have a really 
big Asian dinner.”


Jrue Jantz,
Senior


  “My family comes into 
town from Mississippi, and 
we all get together to make 
tamales and spend time.”


Michael West,
Junior


     “We always buy our 
Christmas tree on Decem-
ber 15 -- not a day later or 
before.”


Adam Bejarano, 
Sophomore


     “Every Christmas we 
pray the Novina and then 
afterwards, we sing Feliz 
Navidad.”


Evan Gilbert, 
Junior


     “Elf is a really good 
movie, but I think The Polar 
Express is my favorite holi-
day movie.”
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Swim team dominates the pool 


Girl’s give all on the court 


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


     The volleyball team ended their 
season with 20 wins and 19 losses. 
They suffered five injuries throughout 
the season that held them back from 
their overall goal of winning a state 
championship.
     Prior to playoffs, the team played 
in the Nike Tournament of Champions. 
They beat Enumclaw out of Enumclaw, 
Washington, 2-1, and Acalanes out of 
Lafayette, California, 2-0. They also 
played in the Torrey Pines California 
Challenge in San Diego, where they 


beat Palm Desert 2-1.
     After that tournament, the girls 
beat Buena, 3-0, Sahuaro, 3-1, and 
Camelback, 3-0. They fell short to 
Cienega and Mountain View. 
     “The season went as good as we 
could have hoped for. With so many 
unexpected injuries, we were still able 
to perform at a high level and have 
a season with 20 wins,” said senior 
Bailey Erickson.
     In the first round of playoffs, they 
played at Liberty High School. The 
team came away with a 3-2 win. After 
that, they played Chaparral and lost 3-0 
to end their season. 


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


     The girl’s swim team had a 
successful season. They ended placing 
fourth at the state tournament. 
     The 200 medley relay team, 
comprised of Mackenzie Kester, 
sophomore, Haley Mayhew, junior, 
Brooke Kimball, freshman, and Hannah 
Houlton, junior, were named on the All 
Southern Arizona Team as well as in the 


200 free relay. 
     The 200 medley relay team took 
second place and the 200 free relay 
took third place. 
     “My biggest accomplishment this 
season was becoming more a part of 
my team and being able to help lead my 
team,” said Houlton.
     Head coach Matt Pope was named 
coach of the year. 
     The boys team had a successful 
season as well. 


Maddie Toia
Sports Editor


     The varsity football team ended  
their regular season with a winning 
record of eight wins and four losses.  
     They beat Tucson High at home    
35-17, and Sahuaro 42-18. 
     The team fell short to Cienega in 
overtime 56-55.
     “This year, just like last year, we   
had a ton of talent and skill,” said j 
unior Drew Cook, who played wide 
receiver.
     In the first round of playoffs, the 
Nighthawks were ranked the no. 6 
football team went head-to-head with 
no. 11 ranked Apollo out of Glendale. 
     What at first looked to be a blowout 
quickly changed and became a back and 
forth game that ended up going  into 
double overtime.
     After the first overtime, both teams 


were tied at 41 each.
     The Nighthawks had the ball to start 
the second overtime.
     Quarterback Heath Beemiller, senior, 
ran the ball in for a touchdown on the 
first play. 
     Senior kicker Trevor Parry secured 
the extra point to put the Nighthawks up 
seven points, leaving it to the defense to 
stop Apollo. 
     The boys stopped them and won 
48-41, allowing them to continue their 
season. 
     While the Nighthawks advanced 
to the second round to play the no. 3 
ranked Liberty High School, they lost 
the away in this state tournament which 
ended their season.
     “When it’s the playoffs, the little 
things can make you lose, so we have 
to have our best practices in order to 
be where we want to be,” said junior 
running back Nathan Grijalva.


Football team finishes season in quarterfinals


Senior Breanna Boch serves ball at the beginning of a match. Boch, who played outside hitter, 
has played high school volleyball since her freshman year. 


Photo by Ryan Maish 


Photo by Ryan Maish
Senior Noah Pallanes, wide receiver, hurdles a defender in a regular season home game against 
Tucson High. The team came away with a 35-17 win.


Photo by Ryan Maish
A swimmer shows off his perfect form as he swims the butterfly in this match. Swimmers spend 
many hours at the pool, practicing early mornings or after school to prepare for competition.


Boys, girls golf finish sea-
son in state tournament
Maddie Toia
Sports Editor 


     The girl’s golf team had an overall 
successful season finishing with an 
18-3 match record. 
     The team finished ninth overall in 
the state tournament. 
     The top five golfers compete in the 
state tournament. 
     This year’s top five were Allison 
Acosta, junior, Felisha Vargas, senior, 
Aspen Thies, senior, Kaylee Jewkes, 
freshman, and Reiko Osaki, junior. 
     Acosta shot 74-2 over the first day 
of the state playoffs and 79-7 over on 


day two. 
     The boy’s golf team finished their 
season with a 13-2 regular season 
record. 
     Including tournaments,  they finished 
66-22. 
     The boy’s golf team finished their 
season with a 13-2 regular season 
record. 
     Connor Wierman, junior, Cory 
Buechler, senior, and Jarrod Johnson, 
sophomore, all played in the state 
tournament. 
     “ Although we didn’t play very well, 
we were happy to be apart of the state 
tournament,” said Wierman. 


Photos by Ryan Maish


Top: The golf girls pose for a picture before a golf match near the end of their fall season.


Bottom Left: Cory Buechler, senior golfer, swings his driver to launch the ball in an attempt to 
best his competition in the game. The golf team spends time training themselves to swing with 
both strength and accuracy.


Bottom Right: A female player putts the ball in to finish off her golf set. Players practice deli-
cately judging a ball’s direction to ensure accuracy in these types of shots.
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Agree2Disagree
THE ISSUE: Should the United States of America implement stricter gun control?


     


Vegas, Sandy Hook, Columbine, and 
128 other mass shootings resulting 
in 948 victims, 145 children, and 271 
firearms, at least 164 of which were 
attained completely legally, have 
occurred in America in the last 50 years.
     And yet still there are those who 
would argue that our two-century old 
right to possess firearms is somehow 
more important than the lives of 
innocent people. Somehow the comfort 
of owning assault weapons, allegedly 
to defend from the infamous hordes 
of intruders who invade homes on the 
regular, is worth nearly one thousand 
innocent lives.
     Everyone seems to believe that the 
Second Amendment is the irrefutable 
excuse for individuals to own as many 
guns as desired. But think for a moment: 
it was created two centuries ago. 
     Do you know what the most 
advanced firearm was at the beginning 
of the 19th century? It was a single-shot, 
inaccurate musket or flintlock that could 
be shot once every 10 seconds, at best. 
     Needless to say, much has changed 
in 200 years.
     Today, people are allowed to buy 
military-grade assault weapons that 
can fire off 30 rounds in less than 10 
seconds, supposedly for the purposes of 
“self-defense.”
     What exactly do these people need 
to defend themselves against that 
requires assault weapons to stop? The 
word “assault” literally means to make 
a physical attack on. Assault weapons 
are not used to defend oneself; they are 
used to attack and murder other people. 
If you really need a firearm to defend 
yourself from potential intruders, that’s 
fine, but maybe a pistol would suffice in 
place of multiple assault weapons.
     The argument that everyone being 
armed is better than no one being armed 
is simply moronic. 
     The idea that everyone having guns 
to deter anyone who may use their gun 
to shoot someone makes little sense 
because people still die in this scenario. 
In a society where no one has guns to 
begin with, no one gets shot. Shooting 
someone is the fastest way available to 
kill another person. It is also the most 
efficient. Allowing anyone without 
a substantial background check or 
training to own this type of weaponry 
endangers the entirety of society.
     In order to own a gun in Germany, 


a person needs official documentation 
proving that they know how to operate 
a firearm safely; an inspection needs 
to be done to confirm that they have a 
safe and secure place where their gun 
can be stored and where no one else 
can find it. In most cases, an extensive 
physiological exam is required. 
Germany has had two mass shootings 
in the last 15 years with only 30 citizens 
killed. Compare that to the United 
States which has experienced nearly 50 
shootings in the same time span, with 
hundreds of deaths.
     Twenty years ago, Australia was in a 
similar situation to the one in which the 
United States is currently. 
     In 1996, Australia had a mass 
shooting in Port Arthur: 35 people 
were killed and 23 more injured. The 
Australian Government decided to buy 
back more than 600,000 semi-automatic 
shotguns and rifles from the public. 
     As a result, Australia has since 
experienced a decreased in gun-related 
homicides by 59% and gun-related 
suicides by 65%. Astonishingly, this 
program only cost the Australian 
government $500 million. Considering 
the United States Senate unanimously 
approved a bill to devote $700 billion to 
the military to ensure our enemies don’t 
come in and slaughter us, it stands to 
reason that they could devote less than 
$1 billion to ensuring we don’t slaughter 
ourselves.
     The government also banned 
private sales of guns and requires each 
weapon to be registered individually, 
only selling them if the buyer has a 
valid reason, which does not include 
self-defense. Assuaging the fears of 
many citizens, home invasions did 
not increase despite many people no 
longer being armed to supposedly deter 
intruders.
     Other countries have done it with 
great results. All reasons given by the 
opposition are refutable or downright 
irrelevant, and our society is not making 
any progress toward solving one of the 
biggest domestic issues in the United 
States today. People who feel like they 
need guns unfortunately cannot be 
convinced otherwise, and those who 
understand that civilian firearms are no 
longer necessary already have all the 
important facts. 
     This is a stalemate that will not be 
broken until enough people get over 
their beliefs and look only at the facts, 
all of the facts, not just the ones they 
cherry-pick to prove their point.
     Former Arizona Representative 
Gabrielle Giffords, who survived a 
shooting in Tucson in 2011, came out 
with a statement on Nov. 5 of this year. 
Giffords said, “I am praying that our 
lawmakers find the courage to face our 
nation’s gun violence problem.”
     Innocent lives of everyone from 
6-90 years old have been taken and 
will continue to be lost if this America 
continues to exist.
     The glorification of firearms has 
managed to overtake the tragedy of 
civilian casualties, and the idea that 
more guns means less gun violence has 
implanted itself in the minds of far too 
many. This cannot be the world we live 
in and, as Giffords put it, “This must 
stop.”


M    ass shootings have been 
occurring in our nation for 
over 20 years and have left the 


public in a state of fear and distress. 
     From school, concert, and church 
shootings, society has banded together 
to discuss the idea of gun control. In 
the midst of these acts of terrorism, 
restrictions on gun control is possibly 
the worst decision that our nation could 
put into action.
     Serial shooters exemplifyM 
terrorism, and their sole purpose is to 
create fear from the public. But what is 
the definition of terrorism? Terrorism, 
according to dictionary.com, “is the 
use of violence and intimidation in the 
pursuit of political aims.” 
     Terrorism would not stop due to 
stricter gun control; in fact, the crime 
rates might be expected to rise because 
of the lack of armed citizens who would 
be able to defend themselves.
     The classic saying “Guns don’t kill 
people, people kill people” is a true 
statement in our society. Putting a ban 
on purchasing guns would not dissuade 
people who wish to induce terror on our 
population. 
     We have not only had mass amounts 
of shootings in our society but also 
bombings. Taking a gun away from 
someone whose mind is set on killing 
someone will not defeat the purpose of 
their acts of terrorism. A ban on knives 
would not have stopped Jack the Ripper, 
or any other serial killer and their 
weapon of choice. The sad truth is that 
if someone is set on applying terror to 
our nation, they will not stop no matter 
the laws set in place.   
     Not all gun control laws are useless. 
The idea of stricter precautions towards 
buying guns is a necessity in order to 
keep guns out of the hands of people 
who are mentally unstable, have 
restraining orders, were dishonorably 
discharged from the military, or are 
considered a convicted criminal should 
not be able to buy a gun. 
     Yet, with these increased strict 
precautions, I still support the right 
for United States’ citizens who do not 
appeal to these allegations to be able to 
bear arms freely.
     Even if guns were outlawed from 
civilians, it would not stop the crime 
rates or acts of terrorism. If a criminal 
wants to get a gun, there are ways 
around the system. Drugs, such as 
heroin and cocaine, are illegal in the 
United States, but are still frequently 
found and thousands of people are 
arrested for drug possession every day. 
     Gun control activists want restraining 
gun control do not fully understand the 
concept of the Second Amendment. The 
United States is one of the most highly 
developed countries in the world and 
has one of the most complex, capitalist 
governments in the world. This means 
that banning guns would not have the 
same effect on our nation as compared 
to the United Kingdom or Australia due 
to the foundation of our country.
     The United Kingdom has the most 
developed laws in restricting the private 
ownership of guns. Rifles and shotguns 
are only permitted to those who can pass 
through a police-administered licensing 
process and ownership of handguns was 
prohibited. 


But the United Kingdom’s policy could 
not work in the United States because 
we have a Constitution, we have a 
Second Amendment, and we have a 
Supreme Court decision that guarantees 
the right of American citizens to keep 
and bear arms in their home for lawful 
purposes. We cannot have a prohibition 
of private ownership of firearms without 
rewriting the constitution our country 
was built on.
        Australia had a gun buyback 
program and prohibited new purchases 
of many types of firearms. Gun 
buybacks in the United States have 
been put into action before and they 
have been unsuccessful. Following the 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary 
in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012, 
President Obama called for dozens of 
cities across the United States to launch 
gun buyback programs. Yet, these 
programs did not last for more than two 
years. 
        In the article “Gun Buyback 
Programs: A Lesson in Futility and 
Failure” by Matt MacBradaigh, it states 
that “The National Research Council 
(NRC) found that the theory underlying 
gun buyback programs is badly flawed 
and the empirical evidence demonstrates 
the ineffectiveness of these programs.” 
       People do not want to sell their 
guns to the government which is why 
this did not work for the United States 
when these laws were issued.
           Stricter gun control laws are 
not necessarily a bad concept, but they 
will not change the basis of our society. 
Acts of terrorism are committed in 
the United States to drive fear into the 
hearts of citizens and the prohibition 
of guns will not make people not feel 
safer. Serial shooters target unarmed and 
gun-free zones, such as the nightclub in 
the Orlando shooting in 2016, because 
of the fear of being fought back. 
Restricting gun availability to regular 
citizens will increase the high crime 
rates and gun purchases on the black 
market.
           There are certain aspects of gun 
control that can be debated in reference 
to the viability of the nation as a whole. 
However, people who think that the 
complete banishment of guns is the 
solution to the acts of terrorism on 
our country are not fully aware of the 
lengths that people will go to in order to 
instill fear in society.


Karagan says NO Sean says YES


Karagan Knowles Sean O’Meara


The opinions in the editorials are those of the individual reporters. These opinions do not necessarily represent those of the 
Iron Quill, Ironwood Ridge faculty, staff, or administration.





