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Vaping: what every teen should know
Sydney Snyder
Beginning Reporter

      Society is overcome with the 
outbreak of new, innovative smoking 
alterations. A Juul is one of many 
e-cigarettes that teenagers have begun 
to use, even on school campus. 
     Juul pods are beginning to litter the 
floors of Ironwood and are frequently 
used by students. Some might ask, 
‘What is a Juul?’ ‘ How does one Juul?’ 
‘What does it even mean to Juul?’  
     Even though the Federal Drug 
Association (FDA)  has given a green 
light for e-cigarettes, there are several 
truths that point to how they can be 
worse than smoking regular cigarettes.
     E-cigarettes were first created in 
China in 2003 and arrived on the scene 
in the United States in 2006. 
     They are a costly investment. Flavor 
cartridges cost $10-20, with the average 
starter kit ranging from $40-80. A pack 
of cigarettes cost around $7-8. 
       Now onto the real elephant in 
the room: what exactly does vaping 
do to your body? Many e-liquid 
manufacturers don’t have any 
regulations on the chemicals they can 
put into their products.
      Most e-cigarettes contain a base 
called Propylene Glycol commonly 
used in food and cosmetics. 
     Propylene Glycol is known to cause 
irritation to the eyes and respiratory 
infections. Some e-liquids have 
been found to contain a highly toxic 
compound named Diacetyl which is 
the chemical that gives butter its taste 
and other food products. Prolonged 
inhalation of Diacetyl can lead to a 
chronic condition called  “Popcorn 
Lung,” which  is an irreversible form of 
bronchiolitis.
      Popcorn Lung is when the tiny air 
sacs in the lungs become damaged, 
which leads to constricted breathing 
that results in a complete reduction 
in air movement. A few symptoms 
can include wheezing, dry cough, 
exhaustion, shortness of breath and 
exhaustion. 
       People die every year due to 
Popcorn Lung.
      E-cigarettes also contain 

formaldehyde, an odorless gas found 
in embalming fluid. When heated 
in high voltages, it can produce 
unwanted reactions leading to “hidden” 
formaldehyde. The same risks usually 
do not occur when vaping marijuana or 
THC oil because the same chemicals 
are not involved. If oil is diluted with 
other chemicals, especially propylene 
glycol and glycerol, it can produce 
formaldehyde as well. 
     According to NBC News, when 
gaseous formaldehyde, found in funeral 
homes and other occupational settings, 
is inhaled, it breaks down in the mouth, 
nose, throat and airways. Exposure has 
been linked to throat and nasal cancers 
and leukemias.  
      Many adults use the Juul and 
other e-cig devices too as a discrete 
smoking alternative as they try to wean 
themselves off smoking. 
     E-cigs gained a popularity across 
the nation last summer with high 
schoolers and college students. 
     The Juul is designed to resemble a 
jump drive so it might not immediately 
recognized it as a vaping device.
     “I found one [Juul] lying around 
after one of my classes, and I thought 
it was some sort of weird USB or 
something,” said Ruth Slattery, English 
teacher.
     Juul pods come in several different 
flavors, including Cool Mint, Fruit 
Medley, Virginia Tobacco, Creme 
Brulee, and Mango. Because of the 
variety in different flavors, it has 
become more appealing to the new 
generation of young teens.
    “I’ve only done it [Juuling] once, 
and it was really awful,” said a junior 
who wishes to remain anonymous.
     Several high schools in the 
Amphitheater School District have 
taken to informing teachers, and 
parents about vaping at school.  In a 
letter sent to CDO parents on Jan. 26, 
The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention stated,  “E-Cigarettes are 
now the most commonly used tobacco 
product among youth,” 
     Incidents reported of students being 
reprimanded for Juuling on campus 
have increased over the past year. 
        The school resource officers find 

the majority of students vaping in the 
P.E. area, locker rooms, classrooms and 
school bathrooms.
     “I’ve caught four students since 
the beginning of the new year. A male 
student was standing in front of the 
bathroom mirror looking at himself 
doing vape tricks,” said Derrick 
Johnson, security guard.
     Students admit gaining access to a 
vape is incredibly easy because they 
can be sought out by older students.
     “It is so easy to get a vape. On a 
scale of 1-10, I’d say a 9 or a 10. The 
majority of my friends have their own 
vapes,” said a junior who wishes to 
remain anonymous.
  Some students have purchased vapes 
from various websites on the internet, 
like Ebay or Amazon, as these sites 
do not show a product description on 
credit card/debit card statements. 
     According to the Amphitheater 
Student Code of Conduct, e-cigs fall 
under categories 2F and 2G which are 
the possession of tobacco and related 
products use, distribution or sale of 
tobacco and related products. 
     Cigars, cigarettes and e-cigarettes, 

as well as other nicotine delivery 
devices, are all considered examples of 
tobacco and tobacco-related products, 
which are not permitted on campus.
     The consequences for a first time 
incident can lead to revocation of 
parking pass privileges and mandatory 
in-school suspension or short term 
suspension. 
      Two or more violations can 
also lead to revocation of parking 
pass privileges, short or long term 
suspensions, and even expulsion in 
some cases. 
     “It’s a trendy. It’s cool for kids to do. 
Growing up, we were told traditional 
smoking was bad. Now vaping is 
believed to be safe, but the dangers still 
are not known,” said Brent Spencer, 
Assistant Principal. 
      The effects of vaping may be 
unknown for the next 10-15 years until 
data supports use of e-cigarettes. 
       Despite the lack of information 
now, choosing between vaping and 
traditional cigarettes is like choosing 
between Cady Heron and Regina 
George in Mean Girls: both end up 
being pretty bad for you.

Photo by Maddie Toia
The Juul device pictured (left) is surrounded by its charger and three juice pods from the 
packaging on the right. These smoke products can only be purchased by adults of the age of 
18 or older.

Girl’s soccer competes at State Wrestlers take the mat at State

Photo courtesy Jillian Watkins
Varsity forward Alyssa Kopach, junior, tries to head the ball past Apollo’s goalkeeper in the 
Arizona State Quarterfinals on Feb. 3. While Ironwood Ridge won the match 4-0, ultimately, 
the girls lost in the Semifinals against Chaparral, 3-2.

Photo courtesy Avery Parker
Four members of the wrestling team placed at State on Feb. 9-10. Left to Right: Luca Moioli, 
10; Avery Parker, 10; Jacob Brown, 11; Jose Beltram, 10; Christopher Gomez, 10; Chance 
Sasser, 11; Seth Legros, 9; Coach Legros; Tyler Rokop, 10; Payton Billings, 11;  Coach Kline.



                                                            2 Iron Quill | News                                                       February 2018  

From the Editor Iron Quill Staff
 

 
Policy Statement

 Published six times a year, the 
student newspaper of Ironwood 
Ridge High School is a public 
forum, with its student editorial 

board making all decisions 
concerning its contents.    

Unsigned editorials express the 
views of the majority of the editorial 

board and not necessarily that of 
administration.  Letters to the editor 

are welcomed and will be 
published as space allows. 

Letters must be signed, although 
the staff may withhold the name 

on request.  The paper also 
reserves the right to edit letters 

for grammar and clarity.  
All the letters are subject to laws 

governing obscenity, libel, privacy 
and disruption of the school process, 

as are all contents of the paper.  
Opinions in letters do not necessar-
ily represent those of the staff, nor 
should an opinion expressed in a 

public forum, be constructed as the 
opinion or policy of the administra-

tion, unless so attributed. 
All letters should be delivered to 

the Journalism mailbox in 
the administration building or 

dropped off at room E103 
during the school day.

Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief

Joann Chang
Beginning Reporter

     Teenagers are given the resources 
that could shape them into the health 
professionals of tomorrow in a new 
school-featured club that values 
competition and learning, 
     After four years, Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) was 
reformed and brought back to the 
Ironwood Ridge Curriculum by Mark 
Pincus, Biotechnology teacher. Since 
January, HOSA, a Joint Technical 
Education District (JTED) program, has 
been available for students as a class. 
     There are two different types of 
HOSA programs.  
     HOSA in the JTED program is solely 
focused on the medical field and is 
available to juniors and seniors as they 
attend classes off-campus. 
     The HOSA biotechnology club 
contains more of a general overview of 
the health and science professions. It 
offers a diverse amount of knowledge 
to biotech students who are unsure of 
what profession they want to pursue in 
the future.
     With the HOSA biotechnology class, 
there are similarities and differences 
between the JTED program and the 
club, but the overall course plan will 
remain with one goal: to provide 
students with an opportunity to 
understand health and science. 
     According to junior Katia Guzman, 
a student in biotechnology and part 
of the LNA JTED program,  HOSA 
is a structured program that focuses 
on getting ready for upcoming 
competitions and participating in 
fundraisers. Guzman feels that since the 
HOSA in biotech is a new program, it is 
not yet very structured, so there are not 
many meetings planned ahead.  
     “I think it’s a good idea to have 
it,” said Guzman.  “It’ll bring people 
in, especially into medical careers. 
It helps them see and find out more 
information.” 
     HOSA is transitioning as a club 
because it is a state-requirement for 
CTE classes to have a course associated 
with them. 
    Pincus explains the importance of the 
club.
     “HOSA allows students who are 
thinking about careers in the health 

professions or in scientific research to 
have the opportunity to explore those 
careers areas,” said Pincus.
     As of this year, HOSA is open to all 
biotechnology students. All students in 
a science class who are interested in the 
HOSA program will be given the option 
of taking it. 
     Students in the biotechnology 
class have participated in a Student 
Technology Engineering and Math 
(STEM) night event at Wilson K-8. 
Several of HOSA/Biotechnology 
students volunteered to show many 
children how science works by 
extracting DNA from a strawberry.
     Sophomore Chloe Johnson who was 
part of the event explained that they 
showed kids how to separate DNA from 
strawberries.
     “It was cool to see the kid’s 
reactions. It seemed like amazement, in 
awe. They were kind of starstruck by 
how they just pulled out this stuff they 
couldn’t even see before,” said Johnson. 
     Johnson felt she had drawn the kids 
into the science world and would do it 
again if she had the opportunity. 
Pincus explained the relationship of the 
class with the JTED program by saying 
if  a student is in biotechnology, they 
can be automatically a part of HOSA 
because students in the biotech class  
have a general desire to learn more 
about the future of science in health 
professions.
     “Biotechnology and HOSA will go 
hand-hand,” said Pincus.
     He plans to continue HOSA as long 
as the biotechnology program exists.
     The competitions are academic and 
team dynamic-based in which students 
are required to figure out answers for 
the questions given and presented. 
HOSA hopes to participate in their 
first competition which will take place 
during the spring.  Although HOSA 
students this year will only be doing 
one competition, there are more to come 
next year.
     Years ago there was a HOSA club, 
but it diminished over time. 
     The club was separate from any 
class, and it encompassed sports 
medicine, biology, forensics, and 
biotechnology, and  students attended 
HOSA conventions. 
     Anyone interested in HOSA should 
contact Mark Pincus in room A312.

Biotechnology class reorganized, 
offered for interested students 

Police Beat

Photo by Mark Pincus
HOSA students participate at Wilson’s STEM night. The club volunteered  with the younger 
elementary school students for an evening of exploration and curiousity.

Editor-in-Chief
Karagan Knowles

Assistant Editor /
Layout Editor

Kat Tarro

Sports Editor
Maddie Toia

Entertainment Editor
Sean O’Meara

Business Editor
Taylor Ernzen

Layout Assistant
Ashley McDonald

Maya Morrison

Beginning Staff
Angela Andrews

Shana Brown
Joann Chang
Leah DeSpain
Henry Erichs
Jordan Good

Liliana Herrera
Maddy King

Elaiah Maynes
Emily McDonald

Aubrey Pettitt
Naseem Rezaei

Larsen Riley
Makenna Ritzel

Cayla Santos
Sydney Snyder
Alyssa Woods

Adviser
Doreen Rouille 

Principal
Natalie Burnett

 
Contact Information

2475 W. Naranja
Tucson, AZ 85742

Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor
Jan. 17: An adult on campus reported 
another car hit her car before driving 
away. The suspect was identified as 
another adult. The two parties decided 
to resolve the case independently. No 
arrest was made.
Jan. 18: Two students, a sophomore and 
a senior, were caught smoking wax on 
campus. The juvenile was arrested and 
released to his parents. The senior was 
arrested as an adult after turning 18 a 
few weeks later.
Jan. 18: A junior reported her jeep had 

been broken into and $80 was stolen.
Jan. 24: Police were alerted to a 
drug deal on campus. A follow-up 
investigation was conducted. The 
suspect was identified as a senior and 
arrested on Feb. 7.
Jan. 25: Security caught a junior selling 
prescription pills, and the student was 
arrested.
Jan. 25: A sophomore went to the nurse 
after consuming a marijuana brownie. 
The student still had half of the brownie 
left and was arrested on charges of 
substance possession. The student was 
later released to his parents.

     Hello Nighthawks, and welcome to a 
very special edition of the paper! 
     This issue features beginning report-
ers who wrote their first articles to be 
published in the third Iron Quill issue of 
the school year.
     This issue, like all issues, had its ups 
and downs, but ultimately brought the 
members of journalism closer together, 
and I look forward to having the other 
reporters alongside advanced staff for 
the next two issues.
     Writing for a school paper can be 
difficult, and we all had to learn how to 
adjust to the extra people and lack of 
computers in the lab. 
     The advanced staff all worked 
together to help teach the beginning re-
porters how to write their articles, attend 
interviews, and fact check their sources 
in order to produce a high quality paper 
for the student body.
     It’s a great feeling to see others enjoy 
the work and heart that is behind pro-
ducing the paper, and being there from 
the beginning to the end of this produc-
tion was a big step for all beginning 
staffers.
     My favorite part about being a men-
tor for the production of this paper is 
being able to show other students the 
reason why I want to be a journalist. 
     The work, dedication, and meaning 
behind the production of the paper is 
something that many people take for 
granted. 
     This relates to more than just a high 
school paper. 
     When a football player makes a 
great catch or a student gets a perfect 
score on a test, most people overlook 
the hardwork and practice that is behind 
the obvious standout. We have teachers, 
advisors, and coaches who are there to 
guide us to our success. 
     Without them, where would we be?
     Everything that we have learned in 
our high school careers was taught to 
us by our teachers, parents, and student 
peers. We learn from those around us, 
and with that knowledge, we are able to 
decide what we want to do in this world 
and how to aspire to make ourselves 
better.
     That’s why this issue was so impor-
tant to me.
     Even though my name is not on 
several stories in this issue, I was 
there through the process of each story 
published, along with the members of 
advanced staff. 
     This publication class is a legacy; it 
was is experience to be a part of teach-
ing the next group of journalists who 
could be a part of advanced staff next 
year.
     Teaching is what grows the next gen-
eration. As one of my first experiences 
as a mentor, I am extremely grateful to 
have been there from the start of this 
issue. 
     This issue was the start of the hopes 
the staff has for the second semester, 
and we are glad to be able to share it 
with the student body.
     So here is the third issue of the Iron 
Quill, written by new reporters and 
produced by the staff as a whole.
     Happy reading Nighthawks!



Keeping up with the custodians
Larsen Riley
Beginning Reporter

     While teachers, students, monitors, and administration work together on cam-
pus, the people who keep the campus orderly and clean during and after the school 
day are the custodial workers.
     Yet, since the start of the second semester, there have been noticeable changes in 
the custodial workforce on campus.
   “We had more custodians in the past compared to what we have now,” said Rosie 
Slack, a level three custodial worker. 
     Slack said she is thankful for the custodians this school currently has and they 
are doing their best to make sure the school is clean.
     Custudial workers continue to do their job of keeping the school up in its ap-
pearance, but the department is constantly changing.
     A recent change has been the absence of custodial worker Jeffrey Lanum. He 
transferred to Copper Creek Elementary to continue his custodial work.
     “[Lanum] did like working here for the most part,” said Sabrina Collier, custo-
dial shift supervisor. “I can’t speak directly on why he left. All I can do is speculate 
that the stressful work atmosphere and the intense workload finally got to him.”
     Working at a high school involves more than working at a middle or elementary 
school for several reasons. 
     High schools are larger, have more students and staff, and have more evening 
events, including sports and performances. 
     Each custodian rotates positions every six months as to where they are assigned 
to clean the school.
     The average pay of a custodial worker is between $10.50 and $10.63 per hour.
     There are different levels of the custodial service. A level one custodian is placed 
in an entry level position where they are assigned sections of the campus to clean. 
A level two custodian is a shift supervisor, and a level three is a lead custodian who 
oversees the work of all levels.

      “It’s no different. We are all custodians trying to make our school look great for 
the staff and students,” said Slack. “As far for the level three position, I have extra 
responsibilities.”
      Being a custodian not only is a lot of work, it is a big responsibility. Custodians 
are in charge of making the campus look presentable to the students and staff and 
sanitizing everything to prevent the spread of everyday germs. 
     Custodians take out the garbage on a daily basis and mop the floors in the hall-
ways and classrooms. 
     They also are in charge of setting up and taking down the different events.      
Custodians try to keep up with their responsibilities, but that can be difficult when 
someone goes on vacation or calls in sick.
     “I’ve noticed a lot of sickness going around the custodial staff, but I have a soft 
spot for them because they put up with us [drama program] leaving late and getting 
in their way,” said Mary Dickson, drama teacher.
     While some teachers have positive words to say about the custodial services, 
others are not happy with the condition or care of their classrooms.
     “The garbage isn’t being taken out, the bleachers aren’t being cleaned of trash, 
and the bathroom supplies aren’t replaced when I come in in the morning,” said a 
teacher who requested to remain anonymous, “Rosie is doing a good job, but I feel 
like when she is not there, the other custodians don’t seem to being doing their job 
very well.”   
     On average, there are ten custodians currently working on the campus during the 
day and at nighttime. 
There is one lead custodian, two level two custodians, and seven level one custodi-
ans. Four custodians work the day time shift and six people work the nighttime.
     Assistant Principal Brent Spencer believes like there should be more custodians 
working on campus. 
     “I think that it would be nice if we had more [custodians], but I understand that 
the school district budget is tight, and they’ve allocated as many as they can for us,” 
said Spencer.
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Naseem Rezaei
Beginning Reporter

     As students and teachers enter the 
second semester, many have adjusted to 
the new schedule. However, some have 
experienced difficulties with the absence 
of conference periods during key times. 
     The purpose of conference period is 
to help students get additional assistance 
from teachers to make up work or get 
extra help. It’s also a time for students 
to receive individual time with their 
teachers especially after an absence.    
      “It’s a very good time for them 
[students] to get help and make things 
up, ” said Principal Natalie Burnett.
    Despite the understood importance of 
conference period, there are times when 
there are no conference periods.
     There are no conference days during  
the first two weeks of each semester, the 
week after fall break, or on Wednesdays 
on short weeks, such as Thanksgiving 
and Rodeo. 
     These changes were made to adjust 
the start and end time of the 2017-18 
daily bell schedule. 
     Some students were frustrated after 
fall break because they had midterms 
to make up due to an absence, yet there 
were no conference periods. 
     Due to illness, some students were 
absent prior to the break causing them 
to miss final exams in December.
     Students are given the first ten days 
of the second semester to make up any 
finals or work in order to have their first 
semester grades changed, and many 
struggled to find the time to do this.
     “I think not having conference period 
after break is understandable, but I find 
it very difficult because I was sick and 
absent before break,” said a sophomore, 
who requested to be anonymous.
      Besides from not having conference 
after break, most students and teachers 
agree they enjoy the new schedule 
because of ending early in the day.     
     The earlier schedule allows athletes 
to leave class early without missing as 
much of class time like they did last 
year when the day ended at 3:35 p.m. 
     However, it was announced in a Feb. 
Dept. Chairperson meeting that next 
year’s bell schedule would change to 
reflect an 8:25 a.m. start time and a 3:35 
p.m. release time.

      Some teachers question whether or 
not students are really using conference 
as efficiently as they should. 
      “Many students do not use 
conference constructively, so it might be 
reasonable idea to shorten it, especially 
since the state does not designate 
conference period as instructional time 
and therefore, teachers are not paid for 
that time,” said science teacher Peter  
Fletcher.  
     According to science teacher Becky 
Chambers, only one-third of the 
student body uses conference period. 
This percentage is a result of teachers 
tracking contact time with students in 
compliance with Prop. 301.
      What improvements can be made so 
the time can be better utilized?
     One idea is to incorporate conference 
into the schedule to make it a mandatory 
period for all students.
     Some students like the idea of 
conference period being an actual class. 
     “I think conference period as a class 
would be beneficial,”  said  Lily Helik, 
sophomore. 
     Others disagree.
     “I think it would add work for the 
teachers, and I think that anything 
that is required, students dislike,” 
said Leif Erickson, Distance Learning 
Coordinator, who oversees credit 
recovery for students.
     Athletes use conference as a way to 
make up class work they missed due to 
away games.
     “If there isn’t conference period, 
I would be failing,” said junior Alex 
Perez, JV basketball player. 
      Many students who choose to go 
to conference period to get help say 
they would be upset if there wasn’t 
conference period. 
       These students choose to go to 
conference period to catch up, get help, 
or to make up absent work. 
        There are students who choose 
to sleep or hang out with their friends 
rather than use this extra 36 minutes. 
     “Those students don’t know how 
to balance their social lives with their 
academic lives,” said Josue Chavez, 
junior, “ I feel like it’s [conference] 
fine because it makes up for lack of 
school days. In my opinion, students 
don’t take things, like the schedule, into 
consideration.”

Conference periods
disregarded by many

Sand courts installed for 
school’s newest sport
Cayla Santos 
Beginning Reporter

     The beach has arrived at the Ridge.
     After two years of traveling for 
practice, the sand volleyball program 
now has their own, new sand volleyball 
courts. 
     They were installed on campus 
between the student parking lot and the 
football practice field.
     Bill Lang, girls beach volleyball 
coach, said, “The courts cost $228,000 
to install and [they] will be a permanent 
installation.”
     For the last two years, the sand 
volleyball team practiced at Crossroads 
Park. 
     That was a challenge for the girls. 
     Another challenge for the players 
was the switching from playing on a 
hard floor to soft sand.
     “Not having a sufficient court was 
a struggle in the beginning because we 
weren’t used to playing on sand,” said 
senior Taylor Salese, court and sand 
volleyball player.
     Court volleyball and sand volleyball 
differ from each other. 
     For example, the volleyballs in court 
volleyball are heavier and need to be hit 
harder, while sand volleyball balls are 
softer, lighter and bigger.
     This difference allows the  the 
players to use the weather to their 
advantage.
     Another difference is the number of 
girls on a team.
     Two people play on a sand 

volleyball team, which contrasts with 
the traditional six players who take the 
court for play.  
     Lang said the new sand courts 
allow for the team to practice for game 
situations instead of improvising using 
the other gym courts.
      “The courts have prepared the team 
for season because it has made us a lot 
more physically capable,” said Salese.
     Practices are from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. to 
prepare for a total of 13 games. 
     Ten players are divided into five 
teams of two. The uniforms will be 
similar to traditional track uniforms. 
Players will not wear sand socks instead 
of shoes. Sand socks protect the player’s 
feet from hot sand and sunburns. 
     Having the courts at Ironwood 
Ridge is permanent, and the new sand 
volleyball courts are here to stay.
     Canyon Del Oro and Amphi high 
schools also have their own beach 
volleyball courts as of this year. 
     This will be the first year for IRHS, 
CDO and Amphi to host beach teams 
now that the district has built courts at 
all three high schools. 
     The Nighthawks are happy with their 
sand box.
    “These courts are a dream come 
true,” said Salese. “They are affecting 
practice for the better.”
     A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be 
held on Feb. 21.
     The first home match will be 
a double-header on Feb. 21. The 
Nighthawks will play teams from  
Amphi and CDO high schools.

Photo by Taylor Ernzen\
Morgan Smith, sophomore, spikes the ball back at Corona Del Sol while Jacklyn Go-
mez, sophomore, waits for the pass. The Ridge played their first scrimmage on Feb. 14.



Angela Andrews
Beginning Reporter  

     Bullying has evolved from stealing 
lunch money and throwing people in the 
dumpster to harassing people through 
the use of modern technology.  Bullying 
comes in all shapes in sizes: from 
physical attacks to cyber bullying.
     “I was bullied in sixth grade,” said 
Francesca Greer, sophomore. “It af-
fected my self confidence and mental 
state all through middle school.”
     A 2013 study from the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia Research In-
stitute estimated that at least 20.8%  of 
youth in the US were physically bullied, 
53.6% were verbally bullied, and 13.6% 
were cyber bullied at least once over a 
two-month period.
     Harassment is considered different 
from bullying in that it is a form of 
discrimination.
     Cyber bullying occurs through direct 
and indirect electronic acts.
     Ironwood Ridge has a low number of 
reported incidents.   
     While there were fewer than five 
write ups this semester, it is understood 
that many incidents go unreported.
      Students accused of bullying are 
called up to the office and given a 
warning when incidents are reported 
at school.  If the situation continues 
to develop, a short term suspension is 
mandatory. 
     Over time, it may advance to revoca-
tion of automobile privileges, long term 
suspension, or even expulsion.
    “The point is we don’t want any 
bullying,” said Brent Spencer, assistant 
principal. “Students should not let the 
situation go…tell a trusted adult right 
away.”

     Most bullies were once victims 
themselves.  Often, bullying is used as 
a defense mechanism.  People tend to 
believe that by harassing others, they 
will become immune to being hurt 
themselves. 
     “Teenagers have low self esteems,” 
Erin Dickey, sophomore, said. “People 
need to be mindful of what they say.” 
     Hurtful words can stick with a person 
throughout their whole life.
     “Growing up I was bullied for being 
overweight, and it was unbelievably 
hurtful for many years,” said Danielle 
Rutherford, 2D art teacher.
     Bullies often target individuals who 
are different from what they consider to 
be normal, and bringing diversity to the 
school could help diminish this issue.
     The Colors of IRHS is a club that 
promotes diversity among people and 
is sponsored by Manny Padilla, P.E. 
teacher and coach.  
     The club educates students on 
religion, gender, and different ethnic 
backgrounds. They also address current 
events and issues going on in the world.
     “Every time I attend a meeting, I 
learn something new,” said Dane John-
son, sophomore. 
     Counselor Ellisa Beamish encour-
ages students to report incidents and 
address the situation with a counselor or 

If you or someone 
you know is a victim of 

bullying behavior, contact a 
school counselor

Eileen Jonaitis; ejonaitis@amphi.com
David Goldberg; dgoldberg@amphi.com
Ellisa Beamish; ebeamish@amphi.com
Amy Davidson; adavidson@amphi.com

...or visit them in the counseling office
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Bullying doesn’t have 
to be a rite of passage

Remembering Stan Winetrobe

Jordan Good
Beginning Reporter

       The Oro Valley Cup is a golf tournament in which all proceeds go directly to 
Project Grad and are split equally among IRHS, CDO, and Amphi high schools.
     Now in its 15th year, the Oro Valley Cup has been the main source of       
funding to Project Graduation, a “safe and sober” night full of fun and excitement, 
which benefits graduating seniors throughout all of the Amphitheater School 
District.
      This annual event took place all day on Feb 2, where Ironwood took home the 
trophy for the second year in a row. 
      Ironwood brought four student competitors to the tournament: seniors Kamden 
Kautz and Aspen Thies, and juniors Connor Weirman and Allison Acosta.
     “It was a good tournament, and the team played well. Everyone hit shots when 
we needed them, and that’s why we came out with the victory,” said Kautz, who 
won the long drive and closest to the pin. 
     These golfers received the best scores in the entire tournament, even out-scoring 
the adults. 
     In commemoration of one of Project Grad’s most dedicated members, the trophy 
was renamed this year to the ‘Stan Winetrobe Memorial Trophy.’
     “Winetrobe was deeply involved in all matters relating to Project Grad,” said 
Mary Snider, another  prominent council member and founder of the project. The 
event has consistently attracted community members and students alike.
     “Both the police and fire department are long term, vigorous, supporters who 
help us make this happen,” said Snider. “Without their help, it would be very 
difficult.” 
     Most of the participants were either students or community members who help 
fund this cause.
       “People get real creative with ways to help raise money,” said Police Chief 
Sharp, a founder of Project Grad.  
     The event also held a silent auction to help raise more funds.

      Lunch was provided by Jersey Mike’s, who donated 200 lunches free of charge 
for the second year in a row. 
      Countless volunteers, both students and community members alike, were able to 
make this event a success. 
     While the tally is still being finalized, it is predicted that proceeds will exceed 
$30,000 to be shared equally between the three schools.
     It is because of the hard work and dedication of community members and 
volunteers who worked hard to facilitate the success of the event, Project Grad will 
continue to thrive.
     “It’s been going on for 15 years, and we don’t see an end in sight,” said Snider.  

Leah DeSpain
Beginning Reporter

     Farrell Miller, who works security 
on campus, was this year’s recipient 
of the  Martin Luther King, Jr. Award 
at McKale Center on the University of 
Arizona’s campus. On Jan. 15, Miller 
was recognized during halftime of the 
varsity boys basketball game between 
Ironwood Ridge and Sabino. 
     The Nighthawks lost the game to the 
Sabercats 48-55.
     The purpose of the MLK award is to 

encourage and promote people to come 
together, regardless of race, sex, or faith. 
     Miller was nominated for this award 
by Athletic Director and Assistant 
Principal Tony Jacobsen.
     Jacobsen explained the award.  
     “The Martin Luther King Award 
is awarded to a member of the school 
community that really stood out in their 
acts of graciousness,” said Jacobsen.   
     Miller was proud to accept the 
award.
    “My favorite part of doing what I do 
is being with the kids and working with 

[students]. I would always have this 
job, kids are my passion-- to make sure 
[they] succeed,” said Miller.
     Miller said she is the “school 
mom” and Miller enjoys what she 
does because she loves to see the kids 
succeed especially those she has helped.
     “Miller was chosen for this award 
for many reasons. She really looks out 
for the kids here at IRHS and really 
helps everyone in any way she can. 
She always wants to do what’s right, is 
always there [for the students], and has 
an open mind,” said Jacobsen.

Oro Valley Cup funds Project Grad for 3 high schools

Photo courtesy Doug Kautz
Seniors Kamden Kautz and Aspen Thies, and juniors Allison Acosta and Connor Weirman repre-
sented Ironwood at the Oro Valley Cup. After the event, they took time to pose with the banner.

Farrell Miller (center) was awarded the MLK 
award by Athletic Director Tony Jacobsen 
(left) and Chuck Stopani (right) at McKale 
Stadium. Stopani represents Coaches for Char-
ity, the organization that sponsored the event.

Photo by Annmarie Miller

 Elaiah Maynes
 Beginning Reporter

      Stan Winetrobe passed away on Jan. 7 from  
 complications due to leukemia. 
      Winetrobe was a member of the Oro Valley
 community and a committed volunteer. His work
 with founding and supporting Project Grad, which
 creates a safe environment and final opportunity for
 students to create memories before moving on from
 high school, impacted each group of graduating
 seniors.
     However, Wintrobe’s contributions weren’t just
 for the local high schools.
     He was also a tireless volunteer in the community 
 and worked with the Oro Valley Police Dept.
     Winetrobe is remembered by his friends and the 
community he called home.         

     Administrative Assistant Vanessa Klier was friends with Winetrobe for 16 years 
and said he was “a person who brought light to everything he did and to everyone 
around him.”
     Winetrobe often visited classes and gave guest lectures and speeches about 
engineering. Engineering and math teacher Glenn Linton often invited him to speak 
to his students.
     “Winetrobe brought his skill set to the classroom… he taught the engineering 
and advanced algebra [students] how to write formal expository writing and 
technical writing,” Linton said.
     Linton explained that Winetrobe worked for years at Raytheon as an engineer 
until he retired.
     “He worked with engineering reports and prepared briefs and proposals. He 
would then submit them to the government so they could get contracts,” said 
Linton. 
     He was a math tutor at Ironwood for years, and teachers and staff came to know 
him well. 
     Math teacher Debra Nugent said Winetrobe always thought about the students.
     “He was personable, very nice and easygoing, and always willing to help kids,” 
said Nugent. “I miss him tremendously.” 
     Winetrobe’s daughters, Hailey and Carly, both attended Ironwood Ridge and 
graduated in 2005 and 2008, respectfully. Winetrobe enjoyed photographing his 
daughters playing volleyball for the school.               
     Bill Lang, girl’s varsity volleyball coach and computer applications teacher, 
said, Winetrobe was “extremely generous, very detailed oriented and an excellent 
engineer.” 
    Stan Winetrobe was a hardworking supporter of both friends and family, his 
community and Ironwood Ridge High School.
     He will be greatly missed in our community. 

Nighthawk staff member awarded prestigious MLK award

Winetrobe



                                                            5Iron Quill |Academics                                            February 2018

Henry Erichs
Beginning Reporter

     Every year Student Government 
attends state conventions to provide 
students with the opportunity to bond 
and exchange ideas with other people 
around the state. 
     StuGo attended a state convention 
organized by the AASC (Arizona 
Association of Student Councils) at 
Independence High School in Phoenix 
on Jan. 25-27. Schools in the state of 
Arizona send a certain number of StuGo 
students to the convention. 
     This year, Ironwood Ridge sent 17 
students, including a candidate for state 
president. 
    Junior Tarriq Thompson ran for and 
was elected as state president. 
     As one of three state presidents, 
Thompson will represent student 
government members at the state level, 
attend every board meeting of the 
AASC, have full voting power, help 
schools to support the state charity 
“Make-a-Wish Foundation” and 
represent Arizona StuGo at a national 
convention. 
     He will serve a one-year term.           
      Thompson explains his motivation 
to run for state president.
     “I really fell in love with the 
organization and all the good it does 
for other student council kids and what 
it does for them to bring back to their 
schools,” said Thompson. 
    There is much students get out of the 
conference.
    Senior class-vice president, Emilee 
Hill, said that there are motivational 
speakers and leadership workshops 
that help them with the work they do at 
Ironwood Ridge. 
     Mr. Nighthawk, the popular male 

beauty-pageant,  was an idea brought 
back from one of these conferences. 
Other activities include a dance and 
multiple workshops, where students 
learn valuable skills that they can apply 
at their school. This year one activity in 
particular stood out: goat yoga.
      “[Goats]  just come to you and climb 
on your back,” said Hill. 
     A big part of the convention are 
the motivational speakers that inform 
students about their lives and give them 
an example that will help them succeed 
in their lives as StuGo members and 
beyond the classroom. 
      “It is just really high energy. You 
just throw yourself out there and you get 
to know people,” said Mason Whittaker, 
sophomore class president. 
     The selection for these conferences is 
difficult. 
     Ironwood Ridge already had an 
extended number of students attending 
the conference in Phoenix. StuGo 
advisor Samantha Burgin would still 
like to take more students to participate 
in this unique experience.  
     Candidates sign up for presentation 
or interviews and are then picked by the 
student body president and the advisor. 
StuGo only covers the registration fee 
for attending members, accommodation 
and transportation must be covered by 
students.    
     Burgin explains the importance 
of those conventions and stresses the 
importance of “bonding” for students to 
incorporate new ideas in their schools in 
order to do a better job.  
     “It makes you think about what you 
want to do with your life,” said Burgin.
Ironwood is going to host a national 
StuGo convention this summer, Jun. 
22-24, where schools from all over the 
country are expected to attend.

Aubrey Pettitt
Beginning Reporter

     Winter Formal provided a night of 
laughter and fun for all who came. 
     Formal was put on by StuGo and 
took place on Jan. 13 at the Tucson 
Convention Center (TCC). 
     The ballroom was full of high  
energy and excitement from the ap-
proximately 700 students who were in 
attendance.  
    Some students decided to skip the 
night downtown because of the high 
ticket prices. 
     Ticket sales started at $35 on Dec. 
4 and went up by $5 every week . The 

final price was $55 on Jan. 11.
     Some students believed that the nu-
merous expenses that are involved with 
winter formal cost too much money. 
     “Things  like your clothes, food, 
parking and your ticket all add up to 
be pretty expensive,” said Alex Prosen, 
sophomore. “I just didn’t think it was 
worth it for one night.” 
     Student Government coordinates and 
organizes many school functions for 
Ironwood Ridge, and in order to do that, 
they need to raise money for funds.  
     “Formal is how we fund big school 
events like Homecoming and Project 
Grad,” said StuGo teacher Sam Burgin. 
     StuGo spends long hours planning 

dances, and formal was no exception.  
     Jonathan Pitts, junior, and Taylor 
Salease, senior, played key parts in ar-
ranging the event.
     “We got to the TCC at around 7 
p.m. and stayed there setting up for 
about  two hours,”said Jonathan Pitts, 
junior.“We did stuff like hanging up the 
lights and snowflakes.” 
     While some people thought ticket 
prices were too high, ultimately hun-
dreds of students bought tickets for an 
evening of dancing in fancy clothes. 
     It is very costly to put on formal. 
StuGo spent approximately $10,300 to 
put on the event. 
     The rental of the TCC cost $5,000, 

the photo booth rental was $1,600, the 
DJ was $3,500 and decorations $200. 
     After the bills were paid, StuGo 
made a profit by approximately $15,000. 
     Students who decided to go to for-
mal enjoyed the evening. 
     “By the end of the night, I was glad 
I spent the money and got to have fun 
with my friends,” said Sophie Metzgar, 
freshman. 
     The loud music, dancing people and 
decorations made for a great night in a 
Winter Wonderland. 
    “Formal was such a fun night danc-
ing with my friends and creating new 
memories,” said Sahara Hall, freshman. 
“I’ll definitely be going next year.”  

Competition showcases acapella groups

Students enjoy evening in ‘Winter Wonderland’

Students learn valuable skills, goat yoga

Photo by Audrey Sattler
Senior Emilee Hill balances her plank on the feet and arms of Rylee Sanchez, senior, at a work-
shop at the State Convention. StuGo members enjoyed a few days of new experiences.

Maddy King 
Beginning Reporter

     Pull out your planners and save the 
date. Choir’s annual acapella competi-
tion is Feb. 24, and tickets are selling 
fast. 
     Competing with students from Ari-
zona and Colorado, Ironwood Ridge 
students are prepared to show their skills 
in front of a wide audience. 
     Arizona schools that will be compet-
ing include Walden Grove, Phoenix 
Country Day School, and Gila Ridge. 
Montrose High School and Hinkley 
High School schools from Colorado will 
also be coming.
     “Acapella is awesome. The movies 
like ‘Pitch Perfect’ and big acappella 
groups like the Pentatonix have raised 
awareness, it’s fun, and people get a 
kick out of it,” said choir teacher A.J. 
Lepore, who has been teaching for choir 
at Ironwood for three years.

      This group has been preparing for 
the competition since the start of the 
second semester, although they have 
been singing in class all year. 
     While many might think this class 
is an easy A, it is not. Auditions for 
the class are in the school year before, 
during spring. They also have after 
school rehearsals as the competition ap-
proaches. 
     “I just really like acapella because 
it’s a tight group of girls that I’ve con-
nected to emotionally, and I believe we 
can portray our connection through our 
music,” said junior Savannah Lawson.
     The team will be given about ten 
minutes to sing three songs. 
     They will start with an opening song 
to get people excited, then sing a bal-
lad to show their skill, and finish with a 
closing song to tie it all together. 
     The competition length will be about 
2 hours.
     To prepare, the students have been 

practicing in class every day during sec-
ond period. They do warm ups and go 
right into the music and moves.
      They are constantly improving their 
routine to make sure it is the best they 
can do. 
     “Acapella is new and cool and go-
ing to blow your socks off,” said junior 
Connor Taylor, who is beatboxer for the 
group.

     The competition will be Feb. 24 in 
the Ironwood Ridge Auditorium, and 
tickets can be purchased at the door: 
general admission tickets are $20, and 
students are $15 with their student ID. 
Presale tickets are on sale now at varsi-
tyvocals.com. 
     “It’s an ensemble based art form 
where everyone loves and supports each 
other,” said junior Eliza Knight.

Photo Courtesy Ryan Maish
The acapella group performed at a winter concert in preparation of the annual acapella compe-
ition held on campus. Arizona and Colorado schools will be competing against each other. 
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Shana Brown
Beginning Reporter

     “No act of kindness, no matter how 
small, is ever wasted.” 
     This is the motto for the Nighthawk 
Kindness Club which is run by science 
teacher Sheryl “Shev” Mahnken. 
     Mahnken has sponsored this program 
for 15 years, which was originally called 
the People’s Club.
     Recognizing students and their 
kindness is a tradition the club made six 
years ago when the student members 
wanted to identify individual’s actions.
     “Recognizing and reminding 
people to be kind is the purpose of the 
Kindness Club,” said Mahnken. 
     Every week, the club nominates 
and announces student winners of the 
Kindness Award. They also announce a 
winning teacher one Friday a month.
     “Kindness always helps people,” said 
Mahnken. “Knowing people are getting 
awarded for doing the right thing brings 
a smile to their face.”
    Senior Tatyana Banks was recognized 
for her kindness.
     Banks was received a kindness 
award and continues to share kind acts 
to strangers throughout the campus.
     “I think it’s good to be kind because 
it could make someone’s day or change 
their mindset on things,” said Banks.
     Teachers have been awarded, too.
     Danielle Rutherford, 2D art teacher, 
has received two kindness awards in 

recent years. 
     “I just always want the people 
around me to know that I am there to 
support them and encourage them,” said 
Rutherford. 
     She said kindness is something 
everyone should value and that it is     
an important part of our community   
and school. She hopes that people 
continue to spread kindness and create 
smiles. 
     “Kindness motivates and encourages 
me when I see it passing along to 
others,” said Rutherford.
          As the school year continues, 
the Nighthawk Kindness Club and its 
members will continue to nominate and 
award winners, as well as bring smiles 
to faces all around campus. 
     Mahnken will retire at the end of the 
year, and while no sponsor has been 
named to take over, the Kindness pro-
gram will continue with old and new 
club members.
     “Being in the Nighthawk Kindness 
Club is the best feeling. Making the 
Kindness Award Bags and seeing the 
smiles on award winners faces is so 
great.  As always -- Stay Kind!” said 
sophomore club member Alicia Beikes. 
     To spread kindness throughout the 
campus, create prize bags for kindness 
winners, or for information about join-
ing the club, see Shev Mahnken in room 
A127. 
     “It costs nothing to share a smile. 
Kindness is free,” said Mahnken.

Organization bigger than their annual cookie sales

Kindness practiced,
recognized on campus

Club volleyball players 
victorious at invitational

Alyssa Woods
Beginning Reporter

     The Cactus Classic is an annual 
club volleyball tournament held over 
the three-day Martin Luther King Jr. 
weekend that hosts teams from both in 
and out of state. 
     The Club Cactus Juniors Volleyball 
Club hosts the Cactus Classic invita-
tional. The tournament has been put on 
since 1996.
     This year’s tournament hosted 164 
teams; 14 were from Club Cactus.
    Club Cactus teams finished strong 
this year with the 16U team earning first 
place and 15U placing second. 
     “I’m very happy that our team won 
because we worked really hard,” said 
sophomore Kianna Swingle, a setter on 
the 16U team.
      Swingle, who has played in the Cac-
tus Classic for five years, said everyone 
on her team worked hard so they could 
be victorious. 
     A physical skill Swingle thought she 
could work on was being there for her 
team when they needed her more.
     Sophomore Abbey Sanchez was also 
on the winning team.
     In the moment, I was anxious, but 
when we won, it was gratifying to see 
our hard work pay off,” said Sanchez, 
libero.
     The 15U team won second place.
     “I’m really proud of how my team 
did in this tournament. We have great 
chemistry and potential, but we also 
have a lot of fun. I’m looking forward  

to a great season ahead of us,” said 
Sophia Gomez, setter.
     The tournament was held at the 
Tucson Convention Center (TCC) and 
Sporting Chance Center (SCC), and it 
provided an opportunity for volleyball 
players from out of state to compete. 
     The tournament hosted teams from 
New Mexico, California, and Nevada, 
as well as the Phoenix area.
     Overall, the teams are organized 
and structured, and parents and coaches 
helped set up the courts and volunteer to 
help the tournament run smoothly.
     “I’m happy for another great year,” 
said Lang.
     Club Cactus teams weren’t the only 
Tucson clubs represented at the tourna-
ment. SAVA (Southern Arizona Vol-
leyball Academy) and Sky Islands were 
two other teams competing for medals.
     Freshman Isabella Coulter, who 
plays on the 15U SAVA team, played all 
three days with her team. 
     This was Coulter’s second year in 
the tournament, and she said if her team 
could strengthen communication skills, 
they could improve some of their plays. 
     Coulter said she is worker on her 
passing skills but felt her team came 
closer together because they pushed 
through struggles together as a team.            
     “If one person isn’t working hard, 
then the whole team isn’t,” said Coulter.
     Lang said this tournament not only 
has an impact on the girls playing, but it 
also has an estimated economic impact 
of $1.8 million for Tucson, according to 
Visit Tucson Sport.

Photo Courtesy Kianna Swingle
The Club Cactus Juniors Volleyball Club secured the first place medal in the 16U age group. The 
Cactus Classic Invitational is a three-day volleyball tournament that provides both in state and 
out of state competition. Eight of these players are Nighthawks.

Photo by Ryan Maish
Members of the Kindness Club work to make the world a kinder place. Senior Tatyana Banks 
and sophomore Alicia Beikes helped to create awards for kindness winners each week.

Emily McDonald 
Beginning Reporter
 
     It’s that time of the year again. 
     Students bustle through the hallways 
searching to buy their favorite sweet 
snack from an organization that is 
featured across the country. 
     However, Girl Scouts are about more 
than addictive cookies.  
     Girl Scouts is an organization 
founded by Juliette Gordon Low on 
March 12, 1912. 
     It was founded because Low saw that 
boys had a fun group to learn life skills, 
while girls were left behind. She met 
with Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder 
of the Boy Scouts, and established the 
organization that year. 
     The Girl Scouts’ main focus is to 
teach life skills, but most people know 
them for their popular cookies.
       The Girl Scouts complete Journeys 
that teach different skills. A Journey is 
an activity in the Girl Scout handbook 
that the troop goes through to learn 
about a specific topic and earn a badge. 
     Some topics girls can learn about are 

caring for animals, helping others get 
healthy, spreading kindness, saving the 
planet, and exploring technology. 
   “It’s definitely one of the best 
decisions to stay in Girls Scouts, and it’s 
really fun to meet new girls and make 
new friends,” said senior Gabby Young, 
who has been a Girl Scout for 12 years. 
     There are 2.6 million Girl Scouts, 
1.8 million girl members, and 800,000 
adult members working primarily as 
volunteers in the organization. 
      On their trek of being a Girl Scout, a 
fifth grader can earn a Bronze Award. 
     The Girl Scout Bronze Award is the 
highest award for a Junior to receive. A 
team of Juniors come together to make a 
project that helps the community.
     The Girl Scout Silver Award is the 
highest award a middle schooler can 
earn. It gives a girl the chance to choose 
an issue within her community that 
she wants to address and find creative 
solutions to solve the problem. 
     A Gold Award is the highest 
achievement within the Girl Scouts and 
can only be earned by a high schooler. 
Only 5.4% successfully earn this award.  

      High school seniors who have 
earned their Girl Scout Gold Award 
are eligible for $1,000 educational 
scholarships awarded by Girl Scouts 
Nation’s Capital. 
     Another scholarship a Girl Scout can 
earn is the Future Woman of Distinction 
Award, a $2,000 award.
     Now. back to the cookies. 
     While there are eight different kinds 
of Girl Scout cookies, according to 
Girl Scouts of the USA, Thin Mints 
are overwhelmingly the favorite of the 
nation. 
     Samoas follow closely behind. 
     Last year in Southern Arizona alone, 
22,000 boxes were sent overseas to the 
military. Girl Scouts all over America 
sell about 200 million boxes of cookies 
every year. 
     “Our troop sells about 5,000 boxes 
every year,” said Amy McDonald, Girl 
Scout Leader of Troop 1906. McDonald 
has been a troop leader for 13 years. 
     One may ask, where does all that 
money go? What do they do with it? 
     For every box of cookies sold, $1.05-
$2.25 goes towards the cost of making 

the cookies, $.27 goes to the rewards 
girls earn for selling cookies, $.85 to 
the troop, and $.01 to the Girl Scout 
Council. 
     The Girl Scouts can earn rewards 
based on how many boxes they sell. 
For a patch to put on a vest, a girl 
must sell five boxes of cookies. Other 
prizes include a stuffed turtle, a trip to 
Disneyland, and a letterman’s jacket. 
     The Girl Scout Council chooses 
the prizes. While the Girl Scouts are 
generally known for the cookie sales, 
they are only a small part of what the 
Girl Scouts do. These girls get hands-on 
experience with handling money and 
direct sales, which helps build business 
skills and teaches social skills. 
     “My troop and the people in it are 
one of the most important things in 
my life. I’m proud to be part of an 
organization that focuses on creating 
an environment where girls can learn 
important life skills, develop a strong 
work ethic, and meet other girls that 
they can trust and grow with,” said 
Savannah Williams, junior and Girl 
Scout of 10 years.  
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3640 W. Tangerine Rd.
3830 W. Ina Rd.

8280 N. Cortaro Rd.
8349 N. Cortaro Rd.
292   W. Magee Rd.

3800 W. Linda Vista Blvd.
4495 N. Oracle Rd

Locally Owned and Operated

Come visit 1 of our 7 
NW Tucson McDonalds
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Liliana Herrera
Beginning Reporter 
                                            
     Four wrestlers placed at State on 
Feb. 9-10 after qualifying nine wrestlers 
to compete at the tournament held in 
Prescott. 
     The wrestling team ended their 
regular season with an overall record of 
23-7. 
     Sophomore Payton Billings placed 
third in the 147lb weight class, junior 
Jose Beltran placed third in the 162lb 
weight class, freshman Seth Legros 
placed fourth in the 115lb weight class, 
and sophomore Tyler Rokop placed fifth 
in the 122lb weight class. 
     The wrestling team took no. 7 out of 
43 teams. 
     Coach Joe Kline, who has been 
the Varsity and JV wrestling coach at 
Ironwood Ridge for two years, felt 
confident before State. 

       With no seniors on the team, 
Kline acknowledged this year’s team 
is rebuilding, as most of the team are 
juniors and sophomores. 
       He said the wrestlers have worked 
together as a team, but it is every 
individual who makes the team strong.
     Prior to the State tournament, Kline 
recognized Legros, Rokop, Beltran, 
Billings and sophomores Avery Parker 
and Chance Sasser as standouts.
     Kline said they stand out “not only 
because they have won a lot of matches, 
and because they have medaled at a 
lot of tournaments, but because of 
their tremendous amount of hard work 
and sacrifices for the team. These 
guys display great sportsmanship and 
tremendous character.”
         Wrestlers must practice to keep 
themselves in the game.
      “Wrestling is both an individual 
and a team sport. When you walk out 

of the gym, you walk out as a team, but 
when you get on the mat to wrestle, it’s 
just you and whoever you are wrestling 
with. It shows how hard you have 
worked in practice,” said freshman Luke 
Leon.    
     Parker competed at State but suffered 
from a hurt shoulder and did not place. 
     “I feel I did really well throughout 
the season. I felt I did great at 138lbs 
but even better at 152lbs.” 
    Many wrestlers have a weak spot or 
an area that they struggle in. They work 
hard to increase their skills.
      They believe that without practice, 
they wouldn›t make achievements. 
     Parker explains how mental state is 
the hardest part of wrestling.
   “It’s a physical and mental sport. 
Wrestling is a sport both in and out of 
practice and involves what you eat, your 
lifestyle, and how you train off the mat,” 
said Parker.

Wrestlers earn place at state, excited for next season

Boys, girls soccer teams
entered state playoffs
Makenna Ritzel
Beginning Reporter

    The soccer season has reached its end 
for both varsity teams.
     The Girls Varsity soccer team went 
to the state playoffs for the third year in 
a row. 
     The team lost to Chaparrel High 
School in the semi-final game on Feb. 8 
with a final score of 3-0. The game was 
played at Campo Verde High School.
     “I guess third time wasn’t a charm, 
but we will get them next year,” said 
junior Isabella Santavicca, striker.
     On Feb. 2, the team hosted 
quarterfinals against Apollo High 
School and advanced to the semifinals 
after winning that game 4-0.
     On senior night, the Cienege Bobcats 
fell to the Nighthawks with a score 4-0.
     At the end of the season, the team 
was ranked no.1, and some players 
ranked in the State’s top ten for goals, 
points, and assists.
     Santavicca, scored 17 goals this 
season, junior Alyssa Kopach scored 
nine, freshman Julia Mohan made eight 
goals, and senior Genny Jilka scored 
six, according Max Preps.
     Several highlights of the season 
include a seven game win streak, 59 
goals and 45 assists. 
     The girls won their first round 
tournament game against Willow 
Canyon 4-0 on Jan. 30. At the end of the 
seaon, they were ranked no. 4.
     The varsity coach praised his team. 
     “I love the group of girls I have. 
They are the most technical group I’ve 
ever worked with in my 11 seasons 
doing soccer,” said head varsity coach, 
Sean Watkins.

       The Boy’s Varsity soccer team 
earned their spot in the state playoffs for 
the first time in years.
     They won the “play in” game on 
senior night against Buena 5-0 on Jan. 
22 and went on to play the first round of 
state against no. 1 Queen Creek. 
      The Nighthawks fell 0-3.
     “I couldn’t have asked for a better 
team and season. We made history by 
beating Salponte for the first time in 
school history, had a winning season, 
and made it to the state playoffs. There 
weren’t high expectations going into the 
season, but we really proved ourselves 
by winning some games and had fun 
along the way,” said junior Jonathan 
Pitts, defender.
     The team worked hard together 
against their competitors. 
     They competed to the best of their 
abilities in order to have a successful 
season.
     “The boy’s team had a great year 
this year. A region title and the playoffs 
have been the goal for Coach Erik Wolf 
and the team. We are pleased that we 
are continually progressing and growing 
in this regard,” said  Athletic Director 
Tony Jacobsen.
     The boys varsity team ranked 
no. 70 in Arizona, and senior Angel 
Ballesteros, goalkeeper, had 88 saves 
and seven shutout points, according to 
Max Preps. 
     “I’m very proud of the team. They 
represented the school very well, and 
it’s been a number of years since we’ve 
been to the playoffs. I think the seniors 
did very well and really left a quality 
legacy behind,” said Erik Wolf, who 
has coached varsity boys soccer for two 
years.

Leah DeSpain
Beginning Reporter

     Basketball season has closed as the 
final games of winter sports reach an 
end.
     The girl’s varsity basketball team 
lost the first round of state competition 
to no. 4 ranked Arcadia High School on 
Feb. 14. 
     The score was 56-26.
     “Our season started off with a bang. 
We won the Walden Grove Turkey 
Shootout and started off 8-0. We are a 
young team, and even though we didn’t 
end the season like we wanted to, we 
will grow as a team. I can’t wait to see 
what we have in store,” said sophomore 
Bella Hamel after the disappointing 
loss.
     They team finished their regular 
season with 18 wins and nine losses.
     According to Max Preps, the team 
was ranked 37 in Arizona and 12 in the 
Arizona Division 5A Rankings. 
    “This season was all about 
maturing as a team, as a group, and as 
individuals,” said head varsity coach 
Ken Leikem.
     Prior to the state tournament, Leikem 
said that he “wanted the girls to mature 
more. We have a very talented but 
young team.” 
      The girls ended their season with 18 
wins. 
     The boy’s varsity basketball team 
finished their regular season ranked 
no. 156 in the state and no. 35 for 
the Arizona Division 5A Rankings, 
according to Max Preps. They ended 
their season with six wins and 20 losses. 
     “I think that we are better than some 
of the teams ranked above us. However, 
if you do not execute in games, and if 
you do not play hard all the time, you 
are not going to work every game. We 
are staying committed to improving in 

practice for the future of the program,” 
said varsity coach Nick Widera.
     The team is a young one with 
four seniors, four juniors and seven 
sophomores on the team.
     “Next year is going to be better 
because we will have guys who will 
be familiar with playing varsity,” said 
sophomore Ryan Lukasik-Drescher, 
forward on the varsity team.
     Varsity had several victories, 
including a win over rival Canyon Del 
Oro 43-39 on Dec. 1 and a 65-60 win 
over Valley Vista in Surprise on Jan. 28.   
     Widera offered some insight into the 
challenges the team faced this season.
     “This season has been all about 
improving dramatically from practicing 
in the offseason in summer.  Because 
there was not a lot of varsity experience, 
it’s been a learning year with a lot 
of highs but also a lot of lows with 
inconsistency. Overall, I think we have 
come a long way,” said varsity coach 
Nick Widera. 
    Senior Jack McKearney, shooting 
guard/point guard, was the person to 
support the team during games.
     “Jack McKearney played his heart 
out every game and never gave up on 
us. He was our leader who brought our 
spirits back up,” said sophomore Trey 
Cox, point guard on the varsity team.
     Lukasik-Drescher agreed.
     “If you were to get in the game, Jack 
McKearney would always be there for 
you to trust both on the court and off. 
He was there for everyone, whether 
we were down by 30 or up by 5,” said 
Lukasik-Drescher.
     The boys did not make it to the State 
tournament this year despite the efforts 
of the team.
     “I am very proud of our guys. They 
always worked hard, never give up, and 
always competed even if we didn’t win 
all the time,” said Widera.

Winter sports end successful seasons

Photo courtesy Avery Parker
Sophomore wrestler Avery Parker gets ready 
for a big match at sectionals in the hopes of 
pinning his opponent.

Basketball closes on winter season

Photos by Ryan Maish
Left: The varsity girl’s basketball team breaks from a huddle before a home game. 
Right: Senior point/shooting guard Jack McKearney pulls up for a three-pointer in a home game.

Photos by Jillian Watkins (left) and Ryan Maish (right)
Left: Senior Genny Jilka, mid-fielder, launches the ball in a playoff game against Apollo in the 
quarter finals. Right: Senior Cooper McCoy, mid-fielder, fights for the ball with a defender.
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