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     A new bell schedule has been 
implemented this year, and busses are 
consistently bringing students to school 
after the start of classes. 
     While students and faculty 
have become accustomed to this 
new schedule, district-provided 
transportation to and from school is 
causing controversy due to inconsistent 
and late arrival times. 
     In order to allow for the 3:15 
p.m. dismissal time, conference was 
shortened 10 minutes and the start time 
was changed from 8:15 a.m. to 8:05 a.m.
     At the start of the school year, 
students complained about the irregular 
bus schedule time. Some students 
began to experience anxiety as a result 
of their busses being late and having to 
repeatedly enter their classroom after 
the start of class.     
     “My bus arrived late to school 
everyday for roughly three weeks at the 
beginning of the year,” said sophomore 
Jackson Lemme. “It was around 8:09 
a.m. when we would be entering the 
campus. The bus would be on time to 
pick up at the bus stop but would end 
up arriving late to school.”
     Lemme’s issue was resolved as the 
school year progressed; however, some 
students still have problems six weeks 
into the school year.
     “It hasn’t been consistent. On 
Wednesday conference last week, I 
waited for my bus at the stop from 7:35 
a.m. until 8 a.m.. The bus ended up not 
showing up at all, and I had to hurry 
home and ask my mom if she had time 
to drop me off at school. Luckily [she] 
was able to get me to school on time or 
else I would not have been able to go 
to school because my bus didn’t show 
up,” said junior Sydney Snyder.
     Families have complained to the 
district transportation department about 
the situation, but there has been no 

resolution. 
     “My parents called the school to 
complain, and now there is another bus 
that is going to help out in the mornings 
for my route,” said sophomore Chelsea 
Calderon, who lives in Eagles Bluff.    
     “The only problem is that now it 
takes even longer for the second bus 
to arrive, so I am waiting outside for 
another five minutes and arriving 
to school at least five minutes late 
everyday,” said Calderon.
     According to the Amphi District, the 
issue is on its way to being fixed. 
     “We are working to resolve the 
issues since the start of school. The 
bus schedule is set to be sorted out as 
soon as possible,” said Marcella Ariz, 
Director of Amphi Transportation. “I 
cannot discuss the problem further 
besides the fact that we are doing our 
best to fix it.”
     Students who ride the bus have 
agreed that the bus arrival time is 
getting more consistent, but there are 

still instances where the bus arrives late 
to school.
     “I would say that I am late to school 
due to my bus at least once or twice a 
week,” said Snyder. “It is still awkward 
when I have to walk into class late even 
though it is not my fault. I feel bad 
for my teacher and other classmates 
because I feel as though I am disturbing 
the lesson.” 
     Students who arrive late to class 
due to the bus issue are excused from 
tardies, but they still face the problem 
of missed work.
      “If I am late to class, I miss out on 
the bellwork that we are required to do 
at the beginning of class. This means 
that I have an extra 10-15 minutes of 
homework each night,” said Calderon.
     The district remains hopeful that the 
issues shall be rectified promptly.
     “The district is still working to 
resolve the situation” said Brent 
Spencer, IRHS Assistant Principal of 
Facilities and Maintenance. 

Taylor Ernzen
Business Editor

   The first thing people should know 
about Todd Jaeger is that he keeps a 
clay bowl, made of different colored 
clay hands interlocked together, in the 
middle of his conference table. 
     “It reminds me of the students...It 
sits in our conference room...that bowl 
is there in the center of the table to re-
mind us always -- a physical and visual 
reminder -- that at the center of every 
decision are our students,” said Jaeger. 
     Jaeger was hired to replace Patrick 
Nelson, who retired at the end of the 
2016-17 school year, as the Amphithe-
ater District Superintendent. 
     He recognizes that the students are of 
paramount importance.
     “I’m here to advocate for our schools 
and our students and I have to do that 
because the future of our state -- indeed 
the future of our nation -- is contingent 
upon the success of our young people. 
We have to be able to prepare them well 
for our future,” said Jaeger.
     As superintendent, Jaeger faces many 
challenges, including a budget crisis. 
     “The state has reduced our capital 
budget by 90% since 2007. Ninety    
percent. We used to get about $7 million 
a year to maintain our buildings. We 
now get about $600,000.” 
     Putting these numbers into per-
spective, Jaeger explained that one air 
conditioning unit at a high school costs 
$600,000 which would deplete the dis-
trict’s entire budget. He also said that a 
single school bus costs about $120,000. 
      Jaeger bring experience to the table.
     He earned both a juris and psychol-
ogy degree from the U of A and worked 
in both private and corporation law 
before becoming the chief lawyer for 
TUSD (Tucson Unified School District). 
     In 1997, he was recruited by the 
Amphi District to be the Associate Su-
perintendent and General Counsel. For 
20 years, he worked for Amphi but went 
back to TUSD last year.
     He quickly felt homesick for Amphi. 
     “When you’ve worked in multiple 
districts, you understand how great of a 
district Amphitheater is, and I certainly 
knew that before I left, but it became 
almost painfully clear in the year that I 
was away,” Jaeger said.
     In facing the challenges of today’s 
schools -- teacher shortages, budget 
issues, test scores --  Jaeger is working 
towards the future.
     While he has several goals to ac-
complish as superintendent, Jaeger 
said, “My primary goal is to meet the 
individual needs of students as best we 
can.”

Late busses cause wide-spread frustration Jaeger is new 
Superintendent

Jaeger

Photo by Karagan Knowles
The bus bay on the east side of campus is a busy area before and after school. Many students 
have experienced problems since the beginning of the year regarding pick up times in the 
morning, causing them to be late to their classes. The district continues to work on this issue.

Photo courtesy Ryan Maish
Senior Runningback Nick Brahler, number 22, takes the ball and runs it down the field in the hopes of scoring a touchdown against Nogales. 
Senior Wide Receiver, Noah Pallanes, number 2, blocks a defender to create a clear path for Brahler. The Nighthawks secured this away game 
win with a final score 41-7.

Football players keep focused, dominates the field



Maya Morrison
Community Editor

     On Aug. 15, approximately 20       
officers, went with teachers from each 
of the 11 schools in the Amphitheater 
District to buy classroom supplies. 
     Each school was given $225 to spend 
on supplies for teachers or a specific 
department in their schools. 
     Officers and teachers shopped at the 
Target on First Avenue and Oracle Road.
     Commander Kara Riley accompa-
nied science teacher Becky Chambers in 
her purchase of supplies for the science 
department.
     “It allows teachers to have supplies 
for their rooms that didn’t have to come 
out of their budget or their department 
money,” said Chambers.
     Chambers and Riley bought items 
from calculators to cleaning supplies. 
     Each school spent their allotted 
money, which was $2,475 in total.

     The event was organized by Officer 
Kevin Mattocks, School Resource Of-
fice (SRO) at Wilson K8. 
     Each SRO asked their school which 
teacher could be sent with them to buy 
supplies. How the  money was spent on 
was up to the teacher.
     The money came from the Fraternal 
Order of Police (FOP) and the Town of 
Oro Valley, which gave eleven $25 gift 
cards, one for each school.
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Policy Statement

 Published six times a year, 
the student newspaper 
of Ironwood Ridge High 

School is a public forum, 
with its student editorial 

board making all decisions 
concerning its contents.      

 Unsigned editorials 
express the views of the 

majority of the editorial 
board and not necessarily 

that of administration.
 Letters to the editor are 
welcomed and will be 

published as space allows. 
Letters must be signed, 

although the staff may with-
hold the name on request. 
The paper also reserves the 

right to edit letters for gram-
mar and clarity.

 All the letters are subject 
to laws governing obscenity, 
libel, privacy and disruption 
of the school process, as are 

all contents of the paper.
  Opinions in letters do 

not necessarily represent 
those of the staff, nor should 

an opinion expressed in a 
public forum, be construct-
ed as the opinion or policy 

of the administration, unless 
so attributed. 

    All letters should be 
delivered to the Journalism 
mailbox in the administra-
tion building or dropped 

off at room E103 during the 
school day.

     Senior year is the year that students 
look forward too during their high 
school experience. It’s the year that all 
the hard work put forth seems to finally 
reach an end; when students reach their 
adulthood age and begin to take on the 
responsibility of bettering themselves 
for the future. The year that seems so out 
of reach as a mere freshman is suddenly 
thrust upon students with the realization 
that the future is beginning now.
       In order for the future to begin, one 
must plan out for the rest of their life. 
And that planning starts at this moment.
      Freshmen, take it seriously. The 
glowing aura of senior year looms in 
the distance and is viewed as a dream 
out of reach; however, you are on that 
path now. Even though your high school 
career is just beginning and your adult 
life seems far ahead, the first year of high 
school is one of the most important. You 
are creating who you are through clubs, 
sports, study habits, and friends. Work 
on bettering yourself as a student and a 
person because freshman year is the year 
for change and new experiences.
      Sophomores, you know how the 
system works. Its another year with 
your friends, and you have a sense of 
familiarity as you walk down these 
halls. This is the time to really involve 
yourself in the high school experience. 
Grow as a person, and make the most 
of your second year. Work hard in your 
classes and gain an attitude that you have 
what it takes to make it through. You are 
older now; take advantage of this year, 
because even though sophomores are 
not upperclassman, the first two years 
of high school matter to colleges. This 
is the year where you will gain freedom. 
16 will bring new opportunities, such as 
driving. Take care with this freedom and 
remember to not get carried away with 
this step into adulthood. Stay focused, 
and keep your eyes on the prize.
      Junior year brings AP classes, 
SAT/ ACT scores, and the search for 
college and scholarships. Students 
tend to be overwhelmed, but being 
an upperclassman has its perks. You 
are closer to the goal of senior year 
graduation. You get to go off campus 
for lunch, and you are finally able to 
park in the official student parking lot-- 
not the Casas lot. It is time for you to 
decide where you want to complete your 
education as you continue to strengthen 
yourself during the school year. 
      Senior year. Senior year is the golden 
ticket students have been searching for 
since they first walked through those 
front doors of high school. Now school 
seems like a breeze as you make your 
final decisions on where to go once high 
school is over. You begin to reminisce 
on what you will miss when you leave 
the halls you have wandered around for 
the past four years. You remember all the 
good times you had and the person you 
were when you first entered high school. 
     This is the growth you have 
experienced from a freshman to a senior. 
Don’t dwell on leaving: make the best 
of your time this last year. Despite your 
desire to graduate as soon as possible, 
time will go by quicker than you think. 
Enjoy this year with the friends you have 
made and the future you are trying to 
secure. Time goes by too fast; cherish it.

Nighthawks ensure 
success of Wish Week

Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor

    The Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation is a very important 
one to a Nighthawk who 
had his book published by 
the organization. 
     After being diagnosed 
with Stage-4 Non-Hodgkin’s Lympho-
ma in 2014, senior Austin Thacker made 
a wish with the organization, and they 
granted it.
     Thacker’s life was completely 
changed last year when Make-A-Wish 
granted his wish and worked to publish 
his novel My Hand Mitten. Thacker 
started working on this two-year project 

shortly after his diagnosis. Thacker was 
told his book would be published and it 
will.
     “It was so surprising when I found 
out,” said Thacker. “I was so excited 
that my wish would be granted and my 
book would officially be published and 
sold.”
     Thacker will have several books 
signings after its Oct. 24 release includ-
ing one here at Ironwood Ridge and 
at Barnes and Noble Bookseller at the 
Foothills Mall.
     Thacker is a StuGo member, and he 
worked to support the organization dur-
ing this Wish Week by selling Make-A-
Wish stars. Thacker sold over 200 stars, 
which was the most of any of his peers.

When dreams come true

Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor 

     The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants 
wishes for children diagnosed with can-
cer, and StuGo will be working to help 
support them. 
     Currently, Make-a -Wish is the Stu-
dent Council State Charity and will be 
until Jan. 2019.
     StuGo started fundraising this year 
with Wish Week, which was held the 
week of Sept. 5-8.
     Ironwood teamed up with CDO to 
raise money and sell wish stars. Stu-
dents bought stars for $1 each, and they 
were put on display in the front office of 
the administrative building with student 
names written on them. 
     As of press time, stars raised $350. 
They are still on sale in room A301.
     “Wish Stars are a very simple and 
very meaningful way for students to 
support the foundation,” said Sopho-

more Class President Mason Whitaker.
     Wish Week made over $1,500 last 
year, but it looks as though this year will 
surpass last year’s. 
     Samantha Burgin, StuGo adviser, 
said they have raised approximately 
$851 but are still waiting for about $900 
from CDO for the shirts.
     Teachers were also dunked during 
lunch for the cause. 
     On Sept. 8, students could donate 
$1 for three attempts to dunk an educa-
tor. English teacher Stephanie Slaton, 
counselor Ellisa Beamish, science teach-
ers Mark Pincus and Peter Fletcher, and 
Burgin volunteered to be in the dunk 
tank. 
     The fundraiser that earned the most 
money during Wish Week was the Iron-
wood vs CDO t-shirts. 
     They were sold at the football game 
between the two rival teams on Night-
hawk territory for $10. The Nighthawks 
beat the Dorados 24-21.   

Officers bring supplies into classrooms

From the Editor

Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief

Photo by Sean O’Meara
Ellisa Beamish, counselor, sits in the dunk tank, helping to raise money for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. Beamish was one of the several educators who volunteered to get soaked at lunch.

Thacker

Photo courtesy OVPD
Becky Chambers and Commander Kara Riley 
shop at Target for school supplies. Money for 
schools was made available by the Fraternal 
Order of Police and the Town of Oro Valley.
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Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief

     After years of salivating, wishful 
thinking and, for some, praying, resi-
dents of the northwest side and Marana 
will finally get their own Chick-fil-A 
restaurant. 
     The restaurant, being built in front 
of Target on the corner of West Ina and 
North Thornydale roads, is expected to 
open on Oct. 5. 
     This opening has caused excited 
anticipation among Tucson residents in 
hopes of expanding the food chains in 
Oro Valley.    
     “Once the construction is finished, 
the Georgia based company will appoint 
a head of franchise for the new loca-
tion,” said Jim Paine, the Franchise 
Director for Chick-fil-A at 4585 N. 
Oracle Rd. 
     The closest current Chick-fil-A 
building for northwest-side residents 
is located across the street from the 
Tucson Mall. Chick-fil-A has four 

Tucson locations, including one on the 
University of Arizona campus, but the 
company is hoping to expand to at least 
two more buildings in Tucson.
     Oro Valley has continued to increase 
the number of fast food restaurants on 
Oracle and Ina roads. 
     While I-10 is still closed at Ina and 
Orange Grove as construction crews 
build an overpass similar to the one 
at Twin Peaks, the construction on 
Tangerine is reaching an end, and new 
buildings, neighborhoods, schools, and 
restaurants are in the process of opening 
for business.
     “When Freddy’s opened off of 
Oracle, a lot of people I know were 
excited to have the well-known custard 
shop on our side of town and to be able 
to get their food without driving to the 
east side. I have heard more excitement 
among students and faculty about the 
grand opening of Chick-fil-A because 
it is a more popular food chain and has 
been in demand for this side of town for 
years,” said senior Emily Hernandez.

Popular fast food chain 
opens northwest location

Karagan Knowles
Editor-in-Chief

     Picture a blanket on the grass, a 
movie looming in the distance, and 
you and your friends enjoying a warm 
summer night in the park. 
     Movies at Reid Park was launched 
in 2003 by Cox Communications. Their 
beginnings were simple with a projector 
and a repurposed bed sheet, but in the 
years that followed, it›s become much 
more of an event that can be enjoyed 
from the beginning of the summer to 
labor day weekend.
     Movies in the Park is a free event 
that takes place on the first Friday of 
each month, Apr.-Sept., with different 
activities highlighted each month. 
These activities include community 
demonstrations, special guest 

appearances and fun activities for 
children.
     “One weekend my friends and I went 
to go watch Moana at Reid Park, and it 
was a really fun time to just relax and 
enjoy a good movie,” said junior Sienna 
Pate. “It’s a great summer activity for 
both family and friends to get together 
on a Friday night.”
     At 6 p.m., attendees enjoyed food 
vendors, live music, jumping castles, 
and arts and crafts exhibits, and the free 
showing of a Disney movie began at 
7:45 p.m. 
     This past summer included movies 
such as Wall-E, Moana, The Secret Life 
of Pets, Zootopia, and Finding Dory.
     The event was held at the Demeester 
Performing Arts Center at Reid Park, at 
the northeast corner of S. Country Club 
Rd and E. 22nd St.

Summer movies in the park

Maya Morrison
Community Editor

     Several upgrades were made to the 
campus during the summer.
     LED lights were installed through-
out the Amphi District by the company    
Urban Energy Solution. The football 
field was also redone. 
     The money used for the upgrades is 
bond money passed by voters, and the 
money is used exclusively for schools 
across the Amphi District. 
     The decision to make the switch 
came because LED lights burn less elec-
tricity than the standard lights the school 
previously used and are more efficient. 
The bulbs also last around 8-10 years, 

which is longer than the standard bulbs. 
     Classroom lights automatically dim 
and turn off after 15 minutes which 
helps conserve energy if someone for-
gets to turn off the lights. If a classroom 
or hallway is dark, once a person steps 
foot into the area and the sensor recog-
nizes movement, the lights will turn on.    
     These new lights will save the school 
and district money.     
     Custodians replaced the old lights 
frequently which was time consuming. 
The new lights don’t need to be changed 
as often, so custodians can focus on 
their responsibilities. 
     “I’m glad we’re doing something 
that is productive for the environment,” 
said Danita Heller, chemistry teacher.

     The lights on the field used for foot-
ball and soccer games were a problem.
     When a field light burned out, the 
district would rent a lift to change it out. 
Because of the high cost, the machinery 
wouldn’t be rented until many bulbs 
needed replacing.
     The new lights also have a two year 
warranty. The company is able to keep 
track of all the lights so that they know 
which work and which do not. 
    When a light burns out, they will 
come out to replace it at no charge.
     The football field was installed 
around the first week of May and took 
approximately 7-10 days to complete. 
     The field had a dome shape and 
sloped down on the edges and sides. 

     “The field was really curved which 
caused some parts of the field to be dry 
and some part to be wet which caused 
it to be unplayable for soccer. Now the 
new field seems to be holding up much 
better than before,” said Varsity Football 
Coach Matt Johnson.
     The condition of the field had an ef-
fect on many games, Rain would create 
issues, and soccer games would some-
times have to be moved to an alternate 
field as a result. 
     “Before it was renovated, the field 
was a lot more slanted, so it was much 
more difficult to play on. Now that 
it’s flat, it makes things much easier,” 
says varsity football player Caleb Lam, 
junior.

Voter approved bond money used to benefit students, athletes

Kat Tarro
Co-Editor

     The first annual Luau was held on 
Sept. 15 in the cafeteria as a way for stu-
dents, football players, and community 
members to come together, be spirited, 
and enjoy each other and the school.
     Student Body President McKayla 
Otuafi, senior, proposed the idea of a 
luau on the football bye week when 
there was not a scheduled varsity game 
as a fundraiser and to bring people 
together in the spirit of fun. 
     This is not Otuafi’s first luau. 
     When her family lived in Reno, 
Nevada, they hosted luaus for her older 
brother’s football teams. Tyson and 
Nephi Otuafi also played football for the 
Nighthawk program.
     “My daughter came to me and said, 
‘Dad, we’re doing a luau for Ironwood.’ 
And I laughed and said, ‘No, we’re 
not,’ and she said, ‘We’re doing it,’ and 
walked off. And that’s my daughter,” 
said Afa Otuafi, about his daughter 
McKayla and her idea for a luau.
     Otuafi’s family, including aunts and 
uncles, spent the day cooking and pre-
paring traditional hawaiian foods.
     The menu consisted of kalua pig, 
the traditional dish sapusui (chop suey), 
fruits and sweet breads.
     The evening’s entertainment was pro-
vided by Otuafi’s family, StuGo mem-
bers and the cheer squad.
     Students danced hula dances from 
Hawaii and dance routines from Tahaiti, 
Samoa, and Tonga. 
     Otuafi performed a traditional solo 
dance, as well as a Tahitian number 
called “Pate Pate” with her cousins. 

     
Cheer danced the Hukilau, and the 
StuGo boys danced the Mysterious Girl 
dance, which was a lighthearted, fun 
number.
     “I loved seeing the crowd’s laugh-
ter and enjoyment of the show and 
delicious food,” said freshman Rumur 
Rouille, StuGo member.
     Approximately 200 people attended 
the two-hour event; tickets sold for $10. 
     The evening ended with StuGo girls 
dancing to “Ipo Lei Momi” by Keali 
Reichel.
     “It was fun, I really enjoyed it. I hope 
they do something like this again,” said 
Nic Klett, senior.
     Otuafi hopes to make the luau a tradi-
tion every year.
     “The luau was super fun and excit-
ing. I hope it becomes a tradition and 
gets bigger and bigger. It’s important to 
me because this is my culture, and I’ve 
been learning hula dances since I was 
a little kid. It’s just part of who I am,” 
Otuafi said.

Luau provides cultural insight, fun 
for students, community members

Photo by Karagan Knowles
People of all ages gather at Reid Park for a summer event. The Disney movie Moana was 
one of popular films shown for the public this past summer.

Photo Courtesy Chick-fil-A
Chick-fil-A is on schedule to open a new restaurant outside of the Target shopping center on 
Ina and Thornydale roads in Marana on Oct. 5. This restaurant joins Freddy’s on Oracle as the 
second new restaurant to open in the past six months.

Photo by Kat Tarro
The StuGo girls perform the dance taught to 
them by McKayla Otuafi, senior, and her family.
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     Harvey, Irma, Jose, and Maria. 
Friends in your math class? Nope. 
     These are the names of the powerful 
hurricanes that have devastated small 
islands and major U.S. cities in the past 
few weeks. They have caused contro-
versy over the devastation that contin-
ues to target the Transatlantic. The At-
lantic hurricane season runs June 1-Nov. 
30, and this year, hurricane season has 
had tragic results in the Atlantic area.
      Maria, the latest Category 5 storm, 
began its path of destruction by pum-
meling the Commonwealth of Domi-
nica, a tiny sovereign island country in 
the Caribbean, on Sept. 18. Two days 
later, on Sept. 20, the slightly weakened 
Category 4 storm unleashed its wrath 
on Puerto Rico, which was still reeling 
from the impacts of Hurricane Irma, 
which hit the island on Sept 10.
      “It was worrisome to hear about the 
residents in Florida, Puerto Rico, and 
islands in the Caribbean who had to be 
evacuated because of the devastation 
and danger that was predicted to hit 
their homes,” said senior Casey Ellis. 
“Destruction was targeting the lives of 
these people and there was nothing they 
could do to prevent it.”
    The strongest hurricane to hit the US 
territory in 89 years, Maria has flooded 

homes and businesses with as much as 
7-10 inches of water and destroyed the 
island’s already fragile electricity lines. 
     All residents remain without power, 
and there is no estimate on when it will 
be restored. Eighty-five percent of the 
1,600 cell phone towers, and a majority 
of the above-ground and underground 
phone and internet cable lines have been 
destroyed. 
      Officials say they have been unable 
to communicate with 40 of the 78 mu-
nicipalities since Maria struck. To make 
matters worse, on Sept. 23, over 70,000 
residents were evacuated because of the 
possible breach in the Guajataca Dam 
that holds back a manmade lake, created 
to provide residents with fresh water. 
The breach was caused by the damage 
not tended to after the hurricane hit.
     Meanwhile, Maria, which has now 
further weakened to a Category 3 storm, 
continues to wreak havoc. 
     After bringing heavy rains and high 
surf surges to the Turks and Caicos 
Islands and the Bahamas, the storm is 
now making its way toward the U.S. 
East Coast and Bermuda. 
     Islands and territories that have been 
hit by the onset of hurricanes are still 
in recovery from the damage that has 
hit them in the past few months. The 
consecutive string of deadly hurricanes 
has led to the perception that 2017 may 
be the worst hurricane season yet.

Multiple devastating hurricanes 
make 2017 worst year for storms  

Tanner Moore
Academic Editor

    North Korea has been generating 
tension in what many are referring to as 
a very dangerous way. With the isolated 
nation developing and testing nuclear 
weapons, despite sanctions being insti-
tuted by powers such as the USA, Rus-
sia, and even China, many are beginning 
to wonder if war is inevitable.  Kim 
Jong-un, N. Korea’s Supreme Leader, 
has recently been threatening military 
action against the United States.  
    Many don’t believe that N. Korea’s 
military could match that of the United 
States.
     “Comparing our military to theirs 
is like comparing a tree to a blade of 
grass,” said Gage Turner, junior.
    N. Korea has 1.2 million active 
military personal, while the US has 1.3 
million.
     The main difference is in the equip-
ment and spending power between 
the two countries. The majority of N. 
Korea’s arms are from the Cold War era 
and are relatively outdated. The United 
States has one of the most modern mili-
taries. N. Korea has an annual spending 
of an estimated $3.5 billion on their 
military, while the US spends around 
$700 billion annually.
     “I have a hard time believing that he 
[Kim Jong-un] can defeat the United 
States,” said Gary Minor, AP US His-
tory teacher.
    N. Korea has been threatening war 
for years, and the United States may 
finally see these threats become actions 
with recent provocations. Over the past 
few years, N. Korea has tested mis-
siles by launching them into the Sea of 

Japan, which is the body of the water to 
its east.
     N. Korea is becoming a bigger threat 
to the US and the rest of the world as 
they develop their nuclear arms pro-
gram. 
They have been threatening the United 
States with nuclear war since Kim Jong-
un became N. Korea’s supreme leader 
in 2011.
    President Donald J. Trump comment-
ed on the Kim Jong-un’s actions.
    “Rocket man is on a suicide mission,” 
said Trump in his first ever speech at 
the United Nations in New York City on 
Sept. 19.
    Retaliating, Kim Jong-un promised 
to “tame the mentally deranged U.S. 
dotard.”
    A ‘dotard’ is defined as a ‘state or 
period of senile decay marked by the 
decline of mental poise,’ according to 
the Merriam-Webster dictionary.
    The UN has been increasing sanc-
tions on N. Korea, but they don't seem 
to be mitigating the crisis.
    N. Korea deliberately launched a 
missile over and past Northern Japan on 
Aug. 28,  This prompted the Japanese 
to issue a national alert and prepare for 
retaliation.
    On Sept. 3, N. Korea announced 
they had successfully tested a hydrogen 
bomb, the biggest bomb they’ve yet to 
detonate.
    President Donald Trump visited Joint 
Base Andrews, a military facility in 
Maryland on Sept. 15, to talk about ter-
rorism and N. Korea and said, “America 
and our allies will never be intimidated. 
We will defend our people, our nations, 
and our civilization from all who dare to 
threat our way of life.”

A map of eastern Asia, including the countries of Japan, North and South Korea, and China.

President’s visit to the state’s 
capital generates discussion Karagan Knowles

Editor-in-Chief

Aug. 12-13
     Riots in Charlottesville. Saturday’s 
‘Unite the Right’ event was protested 
by the dissenting community. Counter 
protesters clashed with the right-wing 
groups at the site hours before the rally. 
    Disputes broke out, and police began 
to disperse crowds. Heather Heyer was 
intentially hit by a car driven by a man 
who aligned himself with the neo-Nazi 
movement when she was peacefully 
protesting. She was killed in the inci-
dent. Local officials declared the rally 
an "unlawful assembly," and the gover-
nor declared a state of emergency.

Aug. 17-Sept. 3
      Hurricane Harvey, the first of the 
major hurricanes that have taken place 
this season, hits the outskirts of Texas.
     At least 39 people died, including a 
Houston police officer, a family trapped 
in a van beneath floodwater, and a 
mother whose three-year-old was found 
clinging to her unresponsive body. 
     Survivors faced hurdles of their own, 

waiting weeks for evacuation assistance. 
This resulted in a huge volunteer effort 
operated with little official guidance.

Aug. 21
    The Solar Eclipse, the first one in 
over 50 years, could be seen at its peak 
at 10:23 a.m. People were advised to not 
stare at the sky because of the immense 
light emanating from the sun. 

Sept. 19
     North Korean Foreign Minister Ri 
Yong-ho threatened to shoot down US 
warplanes, claiming “the right to shoot 
down United States strategic bomb-
ers even when they are not inside the 
airspace border of our country.” It’s one 
of the most serious threats the North has 
leveled and has experts worried. 
     The US flies warplanes over the 
Korean Peninsula. They are designed 
to show the North Korean government 
that the US is willing to use force if it 
does something provocative and thus 
deter the North from trying anything.  
The recent tensions between President 
Donald Trump and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un seems to be making North 
Korea more aggressive, not less.

World news at a glance

Tanner Moore
Academic Editor

     President Donald Trump has stirred 
an abundance of controversy with his 
immigration policies. 
     On Sept. 5, Trump announced he 
would repeal the DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) act also 
known as the DREAM Act, put into 
effect by an executive order from the 
Obama administration in June 2012. 
     The repeal of this program could 
result in deportation of nearly 800,000 
immigrants who were brought to the US 
by their families when they were very 

young children.
     Many do not know any life other 
than the one they have in the United 
States. To be part of the DREAM act, a 
person must either go to college or join 
the United States Military.
     “It’s a positive program. I’m not ex-
actly sure what good could come from 
it [the repeal],” said Gary Minor, AP US 
History Teacher.
     The president repealed the act and 
gave Congress six months to create a 
bill to replace it. Trump has been ac-
tively repealing executive orders placed 
by Obama, a promise he made during 
his candidacy.

Trump administration to repeal DREAM Act

Tensions between North Korea, U.S. rise

Kat Tarro
Assistant Editor 

     President Donald Trump visited our 
state’s capital on Aug. 22, and he was 
greeted with a crowd of supporters 
estimated to be between 10,000 and 
15,000 people.
     Trump spoke about his proposed plan 
for the border wall, even threatening 
a government shutdown to get it 
approved. He has asked for $1.6 billion 
to begin construction on the wall, 
putting the pressure on Congress to pass 
a spending bill before Sept. 29 to avoid 
a shutdown.
     The $19.8 trillion debt ceiling may 
need to be raised to accommodate 
Trump’s plan for building the wall. 
     Approximately 51% of people who 
voted for President Trump are in support 
of a total government shutdown to 
provide funding for the wall, according 
to an Aug. 30 poll on Politico.
     Trump was met with mass critique, 
especially by the big media he typically 
speaks out against. During the rally, he 
focused mainly on the media’s coverage 
of his response to the Charlottesville 
riots earlier that month.
     He said that despite the fact that he 
has continually publicly denounced the 
behavior of those at the riots, the media 
has decided that he’s a sympathizer 
to the violence caused by Nazis and 
white supremacists, since he waited a 

few days to make an official statement. 
Trump mentioned how their opinion is 
that he never waits for the facts unless 
they fit his agenda.
     Trump was expected to release a 
statement at the rally pardoning Phoenix 
Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who was accused of 
racial profiling, but said only a cryptic, 
“I’m think he’s going to be just fine.” 
      While Trump’s reasoning was 
that he did not want to stir up more 
controversy at the time, he did officially 
pardon Arpaio a few days later, on           
Aug. 27.

Photo Courtesy of The Nation Multimedia
Supporters and protesters of Trump gathered 
in Phoenix on Aug. 22 to hear the President 
speak.  Plans for the border wall began to be 
revealed, and the looming threat of a govern-
ment shutdown to provide funding for such 
wall was imposed.
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Welcome new faculty, staff to the Hawk’s nest
September 2017

Biotech
Mark Pincus Stephanie Slaton

     Before teaching at       
Ironwood,  Slaton was the 
Communications Coordinator 
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
church.
     This is her first year teaching at the high school 
level. 
     “I’m most excited for summer 2018! Of course, 
I’m kidding! I’m most excited to get to know my stu-
dents and do what I can to improve their lives through 
academic standards taught in my classroom,” said 
Slaton, who is an IRHS alumni.

English Teacher
Janet Ackerman

     Ackerman was a stay-
at-home mom, and certified 
personal and group trainer in 
the areas of yoga, pilates, and 
bootcamp conditioning before coming to Ironwood.
    Her most previous position was as a high school 
teacher for five years. 
     She taught world history, U.S. government and 
history, English and creative writing. 
    “I am looking forward to watching the students in 
my classes perform/play in whatever extra-curricular 
activities they are involved in,” said Ackerman.

English
Richard Gudel

     Gudel taught in Baltimore 
County Public Schools in 
Maryland for 33 years. He 
has been an English/theatre 
teacher, both an high school 
assistant principal and principal. He moved to Tucson 
a year ago in June, and taught junior high English 
this past year at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton School in 
Tucson.
     “I am most looking forward to the chance to help 
my students become better readers, better writers, 
better people,” Gudel said.

3D Art
Jill Menaugh

     Jill Menaugh has been 
an art teacher for 20 years, 
mostly at Amphitheater High.
     “I am most excited to 
watch my students create work out of clay,” said 
Menaugh.
      Menaugh plans out lessons each day for her stu-
dents to work on and continiously shows demonstra-
tions on how to better her students’ work and to create 
the projects.
      She joined the nighthawk family after teaching at 
Amphi High School.

Special Education
Jamie Ruiz

     Ruiz worked at La Cima 
for 19 years, and Amphi MS 
for five years before becoming 
a Nighthawk.
     This is her 25th year teaching.
     “I think the thing I’m most excited about this year 
is learning about and forming positive relationships 
with high school students. 
     “I want to teach them to self-advocate and to 
know that they can accomplish anything if they 
set their mind to it and to have a positive, ‘can-do’       
attitude about school and life.”

Security Guard
Derrick Johnson

     Derrick Johnson is one of 
the new security officers.
     He previously worked at a 
county jail in Florida until he 
moved to Tucson.      
     An interesting fact about Johnson is that he has 
written four comedy books and three motivational 
books.   
     One of his quotes from one of his motivational 
book is “A sitting man cannot be measured if he’s 
afraid to stand for what he believes in.”
     He continues to write in his free time.

Security Guard
Tim Holle

     Tim Holle originally 
taught at Ironwood as the 
Driver’s Ed and P.E. teacher 
before returning to the school 
as a security guard. 
     He credits his old P.E. teacher as his mentor.
     However, his favorite part of working here has 
been watching the kids. 
    “Just seeing the kids get their acts together and 
blossoming and growing up into good people is in-
credible,” said Holle when asked about why he likes 
his job here on campus.

Fine Arts
Olga Mantinan

     Olga Mantinan originally 
worked at IRHS for three 
years as a Special Ed T.A. 
      She worked one-on-one 
with a student who graduated. 
       Now she is the new Library Clerk. 
      “I love to read, so it’s the perfect job for me! I 
really enjoy the atmosphere of the campus life here,” 
said Mantinan. 
       She looks forward to reading and working 
throughout the year and getting to further know her 
students.

Special Ed, English
Sherry Colson

     Sherry Colson first worked 
here four years ago as a Spe-
cial Ed T.A. She came back 
to work with the same student 
she worked with at the middle 
school level.
     “The people have been awesome to work with and 
it’s such a great environment,” said Colson when ques-
tioned about her time on campus.
       She has been welcomed into the program and has 
been assisting the student she followed from middle 
school..

Special ED T.A.
Robbie Miller

Physics Teacher

     This is John Seo’s first 
year working as a physics 
teacher. 
     “I came straight after 
getting my bachelors in New 
Jersey and Masters here at the U of A,” said Seo.
     High school was a formative part of his life, and 
it influenced his decision to become a teacher. This 
resulted in his teaching decision after getting his 
masters.
     “I cannot emphasize how much I will enjoy teach-
ing this year,” said Seo.

Social Studies
Trish Ambrosio

     Trish Ambrosio is returning 
to Ironwood Ridge after living 
in Illinois for six years. While 
there, she taught at both the 
elementary and college levels. 
     She has been a teacher for 15 years before com-
ing back to continue her teaching career at the high 
school level.
     Being a part of students’ lives is important to her.
    “Helping students that have struggled with math 
before realize that they can be successful,” is what 
Ambrosio said she is most excited to do this year.

Custodial Services
Lorraine Kroell

     Lorraine Kroell is our new 
Bookstore Clerk and worked 
at Ironwood for three years as 
a substitute. 
      She is a familiar face be-
cause she also worked the library in prior years.
      “I enjoy people and the environment,” she said 
when asked why she came back to work at IRHS.
       After working as a substitute for three years prior, 
Kroell decided to join the nighthawk family in the 
bookstore in order to assist the student body and con-
tinue to support the school during the year.

     Elena Dalton moved from 
Russia to the U.S. around 
15 years ago and moved to 
Tucson five years ago. 
     Dalton has a Bachelor’s 
and Master’s in French and 
English. She graduated from Moscow State Linguistic 
University. 
     She got an email for a job opening one day and had 
already substituted a couple of times. 
     “I love my students and how I get to see how suc-
cessful they are in a short amount of time,” Dalton 
said.

Elena Dalton

Eric Harmon

    Eric Harmon graduated 
from the UofA with a Bach-
elor’s Degree of Science. He 
is a new mathematics teacher 
this year.
    “The student’s are great,” said Harmon.
     When asked about what he is most looking forward 
to he said, “retirement and fishing.” 
      Harmon has a Master’s degree in Educational 
leadership and a teaching certificate, Principal certifi-
cate and a Superintendent certificate.

Jacob Allen

     Jacob Allen graduated 
from Ironwood Ridge and 
later graduated from UofA 
with a degree in communica-
tions and history. 
     He originally spent his time coaching football at 
IRHS and this will be his sixth year doing so. 
     This is also his first year teaching special ed 
governent. He is looking forward to seeing seniors 
graduate.
     “It’s been a really good time just getting to know 
everyone. This job has been the best one,” said Allen.

Special Ed

French

     Alex Thomas has worked at Ironwood in the 
Special Education Department (Sped) alongside 
teacher Samantha Burgin for six years, and Sept. 15 
was his last day working at Ironwood Ridge.
     Thomas accepted a position at Basis Oro Valley, 
leaving the Amphi district after 15 years.
     “Basis recently created a few special education 
positions,” said Thomas,“and I decided that I wanted 
to help another school develop their Sped program.”
     Thomas said the sudden move has been very 
difficult for him and his students. What he will miss 
most about his students is “their character and getting 
to watch that character develop,” said Thomas.

Alex Thomas departs after six years

     Pincus has works for the 
biotechnology company, Ica-
gen for the past 19 years. 
     Before working in bio-
technology, he received a 
Master’s degree in Biological Sciences in Pennsylva-
nia. 
      This is his first year teaching high school. 
      “I am very excited to restart the Biotechnology 
Program at Ironwood.” said Pincus on the subject of 
bringing back the program to students on campus.
       Hopefully, the program will thrive in the upcom-
ing years under his guidance.

John Seo

English Teacher

     Robbie Miller is the new 
Special Ed T.A. who has 
been working with a student 
for two years. 
     “It’s a very pleasant, welcoming environment, 
nice students and nice staff,” said Miller.
     She is very excited about having a productive 
year. 
       She is excited and happy to say that being a part 
of the nighthawk family has brought an easy change 
and she looks forward to an eventful year with the 
new campus.

Math Teacher
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Agree2Disagree
THE ISSUE: Are high school sports important or overrated?
Kat says Overrated

Kat Tarro Maddie Toia

Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor

     The inevitable end of humanity. Let’s 
discuss.
     How will it come? When will it 
come? Will we know when it is coming?
     The answers to the first of these 
questions will remain unknown until 
the apocalypse is upon us. However, 
the third question has recently become 
clear. The Emoji Movie. This cartoon 
movie is a clear sign that the end of 
humanity’s reign is coming. 
     We have reached the point where 
a group of us can come together and 
decide that it is, in fact, a good idea to 
take something the lesser-brained side 
of society overuses to express their 
shallow emotions through a means of 
communication which now prevents 
them from going out into the real world 
and having any semblance of a social 
existence.
     The movie takes place in the 
world inside a smartphone known 
as Textopolis, because clearly the 
producers lack the creativity or basic 
will to come up with a more clever 
name than Textopolis. However, the 
idiocy required to willingly approve a 
name like that is the same kind required 

to accept a job as a part of creating this 
monstrosity, so I suppose we can let the 
name slide.
     The story begins when a junior high 
dweeb is talking to a friend about his 
crush, who is sitting not two seats  in 
front of him, and the friend’s only 
advice, about which he is completely 
serious, is “Send her an emoji.” 
Brilliant.
     So what is our hero to do with this 
gem of advice? He heeds it of course. 
He decides it will be best to send his 
crush a “meh” emoji, because what do 
girls love more than an emotionless guy 
who doesn’t care about anything?
     But wait, Gene, our subject emoji is 
unique in that he can express various 
emotions other than “meh.” Due to 
the identity crisis Gene is having, he 
tragically comes through as some other 
emotion, unable to be understood by 
the Neanderthals who inhabit the real 
world.
     After the incident, the leader of the 
emoji (we will not discuss her due to 
the fact that this vein on the side of my 
head may burst if we do) chases Gene 
out of Textopolis, and from there on out, 
the emojis are chased through multiple 
other apps. At this point, the movie 
essentially becomes an entire hour of 

advertisements disguised as a “story” 
with “humor.”
     This movie has absolutely no 
plot and is a pathetic excuse for the 
film industry to advertise as much as 
possible and utilize the cancerous habits 
created by today’s teenagers’ pure and 
unadulterated idiocy to turn a profit.
     I must apologize for using the word 
“film.” This movie is a backhand to 
Hollywood and every movie that has 
ever been produced; it does not deserve 
the title of “film.” This is the movie 
equivalent of that kid you know who 
gets handed a set of instructions and 
immediately begins to think of ways 
to mess with the assignment so that 
when they get above a 90 percent, you 
basically want to throw yourself off of 
a bridge.
     This is the kind of thing that, if an 
alien race were to ever get their hands 
on it, they would unanimously decide 
the creatures who have evolved on this 
planet are a form of sentient cancer 
destined to kill themselves and their 
planet, and would either wipe us out for 
the sake of the Earth or would take us as 
slaves because the only thing we won’t 
be able to mess up is menial tasks that 
require only hands, the most basic of 
brains, and a threatening overseer.

     Also, to the detriment of the 
already horribly damaged reputation of 
humanity at large, this movie turned a 
massive profit. It made $171,000,000 in 
six weeks, 51.6% of which was outside 
of the United States. It was made with a 
budget of $50,000,000 according to Box 
Office Mojo.
     Obviously, this is the first sign of the 
apocalypse: the stableman who feeds 
and grooms the four horsemen. There is 
no turning back from this point. Nuclear 
war is the only logical next step. 
Humanity has officially proven itself to 
be a cancer to the Earth, and covering 
the world in nuclear waste and fallout is 
the greatest way for us now to repent for 
our sins and wipe any evidence of our 
existence from the planet.
     There are only five more signs to go. 
Watch out. Next we will skip the middle 
man and bring the brands to life. Pepsi 
Man, Dr. Pepper, Coke Kid and Sprite 
Girl will fight those who don’t buy 
products, and schools will be sponsored 
like sports stadiums. 
     During job interviews, people will 
have to explain, “I went to McDonalds 
Elementary, Coca-Cola Middle School 
and Durex High before I left for the 
Walmart College of Economics.”
     Have a nice apocalypse.

     Sports: the quintessential high school 
experience. Everywhere one looks, 
sports are prevalent in high schools, 
public or private. One can rarely catch 
a break from being immersed in the 
culture and politics of them. 
     Sports absolutely dominate and 
control the lives of high schoolers, 
regardless of whether or not the 
students themselves choose to play 
sports. The products of participating 
in these sports are a waste of time and 
energy.
     Sports are not worth the time they 
consume because they detract from 
academics, which can ultimately cause 
more harm than the benefits that arise 
from such activities.
    Schools make an incredibly big deal 
out of sports. Football games become 
a social event where every student 
is encouraged to congregate to do 
everything but watch a bunch of sweaty 
guys in helmets knock into each other 
for a few hours. 
     Students spend time that could and 
really should, be used for studying to 
participate in extracurricular sports and 
clubs. 
     Sports, while enjoyable, just waste 
time that is much better spent on 
academics. Students are stuck after 
school for hours upon hours at practices 
or games, neglecting the very necessary 
homework that also takes over lives. 
     Grades play a part in determining 
your future, like it or not. Games are 
every week and can be hours out of 
town, forcing athletes to stay out until 
past 11 p.m. on school nights.  
     Plenty of student athletes play sports 
in the hopes of earning scholarships, 
but unless they’re the best of the best, 
colleges don’t care, therefore making 
it virtually pointless to participate in 
sports.
     All they do is take up time and 

subtract from social lives and studies. 
Additionally, many of the high school 
athletes who go to college on sports 
scholarships end up dropping the sport 
to focus on more on their schoolwork. 
     On an academic scholarship, one 
must only maintain grades. With an 
athletic scholarship, athletes must 
perform well in both the sport and 
academics to avoid losing eligibility 
and/or the scholarship, thereby making 
it more worth your time to focus on 
academics rather than athletics.
     Sports ultimately are not worthwhile, 
despite the fact that they teach 
leadership and team working skills. 
While a football captain does learn how 
to function in a team environment, there 
is also the risk of serious injury. 
     Skills like that are better learned 
inside of school rather than during time 
enveloping sports. Participating in clubs 
or activities such as student government 
provides the same leadership 
experience, with the added bonus of 
not distracting from school and causing 
bodily harm.

Humor Me: Emoji Movie as evidence our society is crumbling

     

     Sports are school activities that are 
part of student lives. It’s inevitable. 
Schools pride themselves on their 
athletes, teams, and winning records. 
     While some people argue that 
students involved in sports are spending 
too much time at practice and games, 
sports are necessities to the high school 
experience. 
     Playing sports and being a part of 
a team in high school is beneficial in 
many ways. The relationships a person 
builds with their teammates and coaches 
are ones that will last a lifetime. 
     Almost all of my closest friends are 
people I have met through sports, and 
as cliché as it sounds, I honestly don’t 
know where I would be without them. 
     The laughs I have shared with them 
are ones I will carry for years to come. 
Athletes make memories on bus rides 
and at practice and laugh over silly 
things that make your stomach hurt or 
milk come out of your nose.
     Those are the moments you’ll 
remember forever.
     Not only do people make memories 
and friends through school sports, 
but they learn skills they will use 
throughout your life. One develops 
skills such as teamwork, work ethic, 
and learning to work for the things you 

want. 
     Do athletes wish they had more time 
to study sometimes? Yes, but they know 
what they are signing up for when they 
make the decision to play high school 
sports.
     While some might say that students 
are stuck after school for hours at 
practices or games, which keeps them 
from homework, student athletes will 
tell you they spend plenty of time on the 
bus doing their homework and studying.
     An athlete myself, I know how tiring 
a day in the life of a student athlete 
can be. It starts by waking early and 
progresses into sitting in a desk with 
only a 30-minute break for lunch, 
and then two, three, even four-hour 
practices that are not only physically, 
but mentally exhausting. 
     On game days, students travel to 
different schools to play, and that’s 
when it becomes more stressful. 
     When games are at opposing team’s 
schools in Tucson, Phoenix, Sierra Vista 
and Nogales, getting home after 11 p.m. 
is a killer, especially when you need to 
finish homework.
     Being a student athlete is a lot of 
work; trust me, I play two sports in back 
to back seasons, and it’s not easy. 
     The long nights doing homework 
after practice or games, missing classes 
multiple times a week because you 
have to leave early to get up to a school 
in enough time to warm up before the 
game actually starts is hard and requires 
a lot of extra work and late nights, but it 
is all worth it.
     Of course it’s tiring and wears 
you out, but the benefits from it are 
indescribable. Being on such a tight 
schedule, you learn time management 
skills that would benefit anyone, 
regardless whether or not you play a 
sport. 
     It also motivates you to keep your 
grades up. Students have to keep their 
grades above a 2.0 grade point average 
(GPA) in order to stay eligible. Having 
this requirement motivates student 
athletes to do well on their school work.  

Maddie says Important

The opin-
ions in the editorials are 

those of the individual reporters. 

The opinions in the editorials are those of the individual reporters. 
These opinions do not necessarily represent those of the Iron Quill, 

Ironwood Ridge faculty, staff, or administration.



                                                            7Iron Quill | Editorials / Entertainment                                            September 2017

Kat Tarro
Co-Editor

Aries: March 20- April 19
     Maybe it felt like life was on a 
downward spiral these past few weeks, 
but a new chapter of your life is just 
beginning, and you’ll be better off for 
it. Remember that this too shall pass. It 
may pass like a kidney stone, but it will 
most certainly pass.

Taurus: April 20- May 20
     Although sometimes it can be hard, 
remember not to suppress your feelings. 
Expressing your emotions to those 
whom you trust can have a very positive 
effect on your mood.

Gemini: May 21- June 20
     You find taking criticism rather 
difficult. This is something that is hard 
for many to hear, but it depends on your 
perspective. Try to see the value in the 
criticism that’s given. 

Cancer: June 21- July 22
     Perhaps you’ve made some mistakes 
lately you regret, but don’t take garbage 
from anyone. Remember that at some 
point, what you regret was once what 
you wanted. Don’t go back on it now.

Leo: July 23- August 22
     You may have caused some conflict 
lately, but you should be doing your 
own thing. Take control of the issue. 

Fix the mistakes you’ve made or help 
rectify damage done by others.

Virgo- August 23- Sep. 24
     Your calm personality will resonate 
with people you meet.  Kick it into high 
gear when it comes to work and school. 

Libra- Sep. 24- Oct. 22
     Whatever is troubling your mind, 
know that it will all work out. You’ll 
make the right choice, and everything 
that should be, will be.

Scorpio- Oct. 23- Nov. 22
     Your kind soul rubs off on those 
around you. Your friends consider you 
a joy to be around; keep showing them 
the love you feel for them.

Sagittarius: Nov. 23- Dec. 21  

     Your fierce protectiveness can come 
off as overbearing, and may drive 
people away, so try not to be too hard on 
your friends and family.

Capricorn: Dec. 22- Jan. 19
     Stress is an inevitable thing, but 
whatever you’re worried about will be 
okay. Worrying never helps, so why 
should you worry at all?

Aquarius: Jan. 20- Feb. 18
     Your sense of humor is an enviable 
quality. Never let it go and keep making 
those around you smile.

Pisces: Feb. 19- March 19
     Remember that while patience is a 
virtue, too much of it is a curse. Let go 
of what has been dragging you down.

Dear Iris,
     I’m in a long distance relationship, 
and I’m unable to see my boyfriend in 
person. It’s very difficult to live like this 
because I love him, and I want to spend 
all of my free time with him. Because 
we live so far apart, we can’t even hang 
out or comfort each other when one 
of us needs it most. I’m having a hard 
time. Please help.
                                   Sincerely, Upset

Dear Upset,
     Being in a long distance relationship 
is hard. However, when long distance 
relationships can be rough when it 
comes to physical contact, they tend to 
last longer than normal relationships 
depending on whether you’ve found 
the right person for you or not. In long 
distance relationships, you tend to get 
into less drama and conflict, and if you 
are upset about being unable to meet, 

there are some alternative options as 
to how you can have plenty of time to 
talk despite being so far away. I would 
advise finding a way to call, like Skype, 
and setting up specific times when you 
both are open to talk. This allows you 
to have a vent when you are upset and 
in need of comfort. It also allows you 
to just be able to hang out with your 
partner and chat despite your distances. 
It may not be the same as physical 

contact and going places together, but 
it’s a decent substitute while you’re 
unable to see each other in person.
     If and when you’re really serious 
about your relationship, you need to 
arrange your meetings. Maybe get 
a job to help you save up to go visit 
them; it makes the meeting much more 
meaningful when you work for a way to 
go see them. Good luck.
                                      Sincerely, Iris

Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor

     Have you ever seen a movie or its 
trailer...and then you no one ever talked 
about it? Some movies are really hyped 
up in advertising but then seem to 
completely disappear. These are the top 
5 movies that made a disappearing act.

1. Suicide Squad
     Suicide Squad 
was one of the 
most hyped and 
anticipated movies 
of the decade, 
and that made it 
perhaps the biggest 
disappointment of 
the decade. The 
movie showcased 
the most infamous 
villains of the DC universe brought 
together from their imprisonments to 
partake in a task force assembled by a 
government organization known only as 
“The Agency” to defeat a new enemy. 
The Agency wants the most deadly 
criminals because they have the best 
chance of winning, and even if they fail, 
criminals will be dead.
     The vast majority of people agree 
that the movie was not even half as good 
as the ads would have had you believe, 
and long-time DC fans were even more 
disappointed. The largely-ignored holes 
and inaccuracies in the story as it relates 
to the comic books were prevalent. This 
is not to mention the lack of screen 
time of Jared Leto’s much promoted 
incarnation of Batman’s nemesis “The 
Joker.” The assumption was the Joker 
would drive the storyline; however, the 
Joker’s presence was minimal. Suicide 
Squad secures the top spot because of 
the sheer distinction between pre and 
post-release publicity. Before the movie 
was released, everyone knew about it, 
and many people were so incredibly 
excited to see it and then disappeared.

2. Gifted
     Gifted is the story of a young girl, 
Mary Adler, who is being raised by her 
Uncle Frank, played by Chris Evans. 
     Mary is the daughter of Frank’s 
late sister, a mathematic genius who 

dedicated her entire 
life to finding a 
solution to one of 
Stanford’s seven 
unsolved equations. 
Mary has inherited 
her mother’s genius, 
and her grandmother 
recognizes this.
     The rest of the 
movie showcases 
the legal and emotional battle between 
Frank and his mother over whether 
Mary should be raised as a “normal” 
child, or if she should have her genius 
potential tapped as soon as possible.
     The climax of the film is centered 
on a court case of custody for Mary 
between Frank and his mother. The 
mother’s case is that Frank does not 
legally have custody of her. However, 
Frank’s sister had left Mary with him 
before she committed suicide, and also 
had a terrible relationship with her 
mother, so he knew his sister would 
want Mary to be with him. This was a 
project by a small film company, so very 
minimal advertising was done, but this 
movie has a fantastic sense of emotional 
struggle within a family. The film will 
shock, entertain and upset you in the 
best possible ways.

3. Annabelle: Creation
     Annabelle: 
Creation is a movie 
about a toymaker 
whose daughter 
Annabelle is killed 
in a tragic car 
accident and seeks 
permission from her 
family to inhabit a 
porcelain doll he 
created with her 
soul.
     Annabelle, or Bee, as her family calls 
her, has a sweet and innocent spirit, and 
is allowed into the doll which is part 
of a line of dolls also called Annabelle. 
However, the spirit soon turns vengeful 
and begins terrorizing people and killing 
off family members.
     The movie is much more story-
driven, and most critics have described 
the scares as “empty” or “hollow.”
     However, the ending and two post-

credits scenes hint at a much larger 
folklore and ties to “The Conjuring 
Universe,” which envelopes all the lore 
of The Conjuring and related movies. 
     This is done in a very similar way to 
how Marvel movies link their different 
films and characters together to form a 
much broader, all-encompassing world.
     Annabelle: Creation is not a movie 
for people who just want a good horror 
film, mostly because it is not a good 
horror film. It will be enjoyed by those 
who know or want to get involved in the 
world of theories and lore embedded in 
the movie.

4. Wish Upon
     Wish Upon 
is a horror film 
starring Joey 
King as Claire, a 
teenage girl who 
lives the hard life. 
She is bullied at 
school, and her 
father, played by 
Ryan Phillippe, is 
a dumpster diver.
Her life takes 
a dramatic turn 
when her father gives her a magic box 
promising to grant seven wishes to its 
owner.
     Claire is skeptical about these 
powers at first, but after she tests the 
box, she becomes entranced with its 
power. She uses these powers to end her 
street-rat style of living, giving herself 
everything that completes a rich kid, 
including a new car. What Claire finds 
out far too late, however, is that each 
wish she makes kills someone who is 
emotionally important to her. The deaths 
of her friends that ensue are typical of 
an older horror film: chainsaws, car 
crashes and garbage disposals.
    This movie disappeared not because 
it was really bad, but because it was 
really nothing. There was no real 
distinguishing factor that brought 
this movie out of the slew of other 
unoriginal movie ideas. If you like 
80’s style cheesy horror movies, this 
movie is definitely for you, but if you 
are looking for fresh new concepts you 
haven’t ever encountered, Wish Upon is 
by no means what you need.

5. The Room
     If you have 
heard the infamous 
name Tommy 
Wiseau, this is why: 
Wiseau directed, 
produced, wrote 
and starred in The 
Room, a hilariously 
terrible 2003 drama-
romance film. 
     This “Room” is 
not to be confused 
with Room, the 2015 movie about a 
mother and son escaping captivity and 
experiencing the world for the first 
time. This movie is about a successful 
banker, Johnny (Wiseau), whose fiancée 
of seven years, Lisa, abruptly decides 
that their relationship is meaningless. In 
light of this, she begins to manipulate 
and cheat on Johnny with his best 
friend Mark who is independent and 
successful, making him the perfect prey 
for Lisa’s gold-digging schemes. 
     The plot of the movie is largely 
centered on the tests of friendship 
and relationships in a person’s life, 
which are centered and explained by 
the orphan Denny, who is used in a 
similar way as Shakespeare’s “Chorus” 
character. That is not to say Wiseau and 
Shakespeare have anything in common, 
as one is the most renowned writer in 
literary history and the other is the one 
man who somehow manages to be bad 
at absolutely everything. The movie was 
ridiculed by critics and the community 
and for good reason. The acting was 
amateur at best, and the actors took so 
much pride in their performances and 
thought themselves so talented that the 
already pathetic script was made worse.
     On top of all, the directing of the 
scenes was sloppy and some scenes 
went by far too quickly or dragged on 
for far too long. The Room will never be 
forgotten by the internet for its classic 
contributions to the meme community. 
The Room is responsible for some of the 
most well known memes in existence 
today, most notably “Oh, hi Mark,” 
and “I did not hit her.” The Room was 
a hysterically awful movie that was 
quickly forgotten, but bits and pieces are 
still remembered and cherished by those 
who appreciate them.

Top 5: Movies completely forgotten after their release

Iris dishes out advice on dealing with struggles of long distance relationships

Horoscopes provide some insightful advice for your future
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Maddie Toia
Sports Editor

     The girls’ volleyball team started off 
the season strong, sweeping Sabino, 
Tucson High and Buena schools at all 
three levels. 
     Overall, their season record is 11-7, 
which includes their regulation record 
and their fi rst invitational, which took 
place in Las Vegas Sept. 15-16.
     During the Vegas tournament, the 
girls beat Silverado of Vegas, Foothills 
of Henderson, and Village Christian 
from Sun Valley. They dropped games 
to Mercy from Louisville, Edison out of 
Hunnington, La Salle from Pasadena, 
and Durango from Vegas.

     Varsity Coach Bill Lang said the 
team has been steadily improving on 
their passing and attacking over the fi rst 
few weeks of competition. He noted 
that the girls have improved on their 
serve reception and their defense against 
outside attacks has improved. 
     “The team chemistry is much better 
than past teams. This group is willing to 
do anything the coaching staff is asking 
of them,” said Lang.
     The girls have a challenging schedule 
this season. They have already played 
Notre Dame Prep on the road and Ham-
ilton at home, both out of Phoenix. 
     This upcoming weekend, they are in 
the Nike Tournament of Champions in 
Phoenix. 

Maddie Toia
Sports Editor

     Ironwood’s swim team is off to a 
very strong start, and everything seems 
to be going just swimmingly.
     “The season is going well so far; we 
have only lost once, and hopefully we 
can keep it that way,” said James Fox, a 
junior on the swim team.
     The swim team has competed in the 
Wolves Invitational which took place in 
Chandler and the Brophy/Xavier Invita-
tional in Phoenix. 
     The team is next schedueled to swim 
in a meet at the High School Classic 
on Oct. 7 at the University of Arizona 
Hillenbrand Aquatic Center. Matt Pope 
coaches the team this season.

Girls
     The girl’s golf team is starting off the 
season with more wins than losses in 
their matches. 
     They are currently ranked no. 9 in 
Division II in the state. 
     “Mentally we have been strong. 
After a bad shot or bad hole, we have 
rebounded well to score well in the 
round still,” said Varsity Coach Doug 

Kautz as to what the girls have been do-
ing well this season.
     The girl’s toughest competition this 
season is Catalina Foothills and Sal-
pointe. Both schools are ranked in the 
top 10 in the state. 
     This season, the team has been low-
ering their scores consistently with each 
match.  They are looking to play their 
best rounds of the year at state.

Maddie Toia
Sports Editor

Boys     
     The boy’s golf team is having an 
overall successful season. 
     They have had their ups and downs, 
according to Coach Ryan Bais. 
     They are currently 33-13* in match-
es, and as of Sept. 20, they were ranked 
no. 10 in the state. 
     “We have been playing smarter as 
a team. We are starting to work harder 
and are more focused as a team,” said 
Coach Bais, who has been coaching at 
Ironwood since it opened in 2001.
     This season, the team’s goals are to 
qualify for the state tournament for the 
12 year in a row. 
     They have placed in the top 10 in 
each of those 12 years and hope to con-
tinue this streak.
     “We have made it into state, and 
hopefully we can continue our 13-year-
streak in the tournament,” said sopho-
more Jarrod Johnson. 
     Johnson did not play his freshman 
year but is an important member of the 
team this year. 
     “This year’s team has defi nitely 
gotten better with the addition of two 
kids from out of state and one that did 
not play last year,” said senior golfer 
Kamden Kautz.
     Four out of the top fi ve golfers from 
last year and hope to perform better in 
the state tournament.

Volleyball team attacks the season

Boys, girls hit the greens, tee off

Maddie Toia
Sports Editor

     Friday Night Lights are back, and the 
boys are off to a commendable start. 
     This football team’s season record is 
4-2, earning wins against Marana (42-
35), CDO (24-21), Sunnyslope (29-7), 
and Nogales (41-7).
     “As a team, we have the ability to 
stay calm and collective throughout the 
entire game. By keeping our poise, we 
are able to pull away with a victory,” 
said senior running back Nick Brahler 
who leads the team in rushing yards. 
     The boys beat rival Canyon del Oro 
in a game that was back and forth down 
to the last few seconds when junior Kyle 
Nicolai, defensive back, intercepted a 
pass to seal the win. 
     Ironwood Ridge has beaten CDO for 
the last seven consecutive years.
      Their losses came from Queen 
Creek, 35-28 and Mtn. View 28-23.
     Varsity coach Matt Johnson said the 
team has been focused on the group 
more than themselves as individuals. 
     Johnson went on to say the team’s 
run defense has improved this season. 
Johnson has coached at IRHS since 
2009.
     Senior quarterback Heath Beemi-
ller said, “I’m proud of how we come 
together as a team and start to dial it in 
after a rough start to a game.”
     The season schedule includes Tucson 
High Oct. 13 and Cienega on Oct. 20. 

Fall sports dominate the start of their seasons 

Swim team 
starts strong

Photo courtesy Audriana Kline
Left to right: Junior Emily Haymore and 
sophomores Sophie Isom, Joann Chang, and 
Audriana Kline take time for a photo after the 
swim meet of the year.

Photo courtesy Ryan Maish
Senior volleyball player Taylor Hatch, number 12, focuses to set the ball up perfectly for a team-
mate to attack in hopes to get the point in a match against Catalina Foothills High School.

Photos courtesy Ryan Maish
Top: Nick Brahler, senior, number 22, cradles 
the ball in one arm as he jets toward the end-
zone to score another touchdown for the team 
in their game against rival CDO.
Bottom: David Bercerra, senior, number 9, and 
Octavio Audrey-Cobos, sophomore, number 
30, make a mad dash down the fi eld in order to 
secure a touchdown for the Nighthawks.

Varsity football is 4-2 prior to homecoming game

Photos courtesy Dee Buechler, Doug Kautz
Clockwise from Bottom Left: Trey Cox, 
sophomore, lines up a putt to put the ball in 
the hole at a recent golf match.
Top Left: Senior Aspen Thies and Junior Al-
lison Acosta a break from the game to smile 
for a picture.
Top Right: Senior Cory Buechler follows 
through on a drive at the beginning of a hole.
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