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The Gettysburg Address
By President Abraham Lincoln

1863

Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, is perhaps best remembered for his leadership of
the country during the Civil War; he oversaw abolishing slavery and strengthening of the federal
government. The following speech was given after the Union and Confederate armies had been at war for
more than three years and several hundred thousand Americans had already died. Thousands of Union
soldiers died at the Battle of Gettysburg alone, which took place just a few months before Lincoln delivered
this Gettysburg Address. As you read, take notes on how Lincoln's use of diction contributes to the purpose
of the speech.

Four score1 and seven years ago2 our fathers
brought forth on this continent, a new nation,
conceived3 in Liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition4 that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived
and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met
on a great battle-field of that war. We have come
to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final
resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and
proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate5—we can not hallow6—this ground.
The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to
add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget
what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great
task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish7 from the earth.

[1]

1. A group or set of twenty
2. Lincoln is referring to 1776, the year the United States declared its independence from Great Britain.
3. Conceive (verb): to think of or create (something) in one's mind
4. Proposition (noun): something (such as a plan or offer) that is presented to a person or group of people to consider
5. Consecrate (adjective): dedicated to a sacred purpose
6. Hallow (verb): to respect greatly
7. Perish (verb): to disappear or be destroyed; to cease to exist
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[RI.2]

[RI.1]

[RI.5]

[RI.3]

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement best summarizes the central idea of the speech?
A. The influence of the founders on our nation should be limited since the country

has changed and endured so much since the American Revolution.
B. The best way to honor the sacrifice of the dead Union soldiers is to continue

fighting to preserve the nation and its values.
C. The Union soldiers who died in the Battle of Gettysburg were heroes because

they guaranteed liberty for all Americans through their sacrifice.
D. Lincoln believes that the Union’s efforts in the Civil War have been courageous

and inspiring, but will most likely not lead to victory.

2. PART B: Which phrase from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a

new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal.” (Paragraph 1)

B. “We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a
portion of that field” (Paragraph 2)

C. “But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not
hallow—this ground.” (Paragraph 3)

D. “It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.” (Paragraph 3)

3. What effect does the opening sentence have on Lincoln’s message in the speech?
A. It conveys a tone of great sadness, emphasizing the tragedy of so many lives

being lost in the Civil War.
B. It portrays the Civil War as a continuation of the United States’ enduring

commitment to liberty and equality.
C. It emphasizes how the United States lost the ideals of liberty and freedom

fought for by the Founding Fathers.
D. It encourages listeners to remember that the Founding Fathers knew that

slavery should not exist in their nation.

4. Based on the text, which statement best describes Lincoln’s views on the significance
of the Civil War?

A. Lincoln believes that the war will show whether or not all Americans support
liberty and equality.

B. Lincoln feels that it is important for the citizens of a country to always
remember and honor the soldiers that die in battle.

C. Lincoln does not believe that the the survival of the United States is threatened,
so the war is not as important as some people believe.

D. Lincoln believes that the war will reveal whether or not a country committed to
liberty and equality can survive.
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[RI.4][RI.5]5. How does the structure and diction of the speech contribute to its meaning?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. The Gettysburg Address is unique for it’s length; it’s just 272 words. Do you think the
speech’s brevity makes it more or less powerful? Why?

2. Why do you think Lincoln makes so many references to the American Revolution?

3. The founders of United States all either allowed or advocated for slavery to exist in the
United States. Given this fact, why would Lincoln still choose to reference them in his
speech?

4. In the context of this text, how are we changed by war? How does war force us to
reevaluate our priorities and our values? Draw on the speech, your own experience, and
other literature, art, or history in forming your answer.

5. In contextualizing the Civil War, Lincoln urges listeners to recall the principles upon which
the United States was founded. In the context of this article, how has America changed over
time? Use the speech, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history to develop
and support your answer.
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