ACTIVITY SHEET

Columbus Quotes

Instructions: Read the following quotes and respond to the questions at the end of the
sheet,

CuRISTOPHER COLUMBUS FIRST VOYAGE DIARY 1492

Introduction

Whereas, Most Christian, High, Excellent, and Powerful Princes, King and
Queen of Spain ... this present year 1492, after your Highnesses had terminat-
ed the war with the Moors reigning in Europe, ....and in the present month, in
consequence of the information which | had given your Highnesses respect-
ing the countries of India and of a Prince, called Great Can, which in our fan-
guage signifies King of Kings, how, at many times he, and his predecessors had
sent to Rome soliciting instructors who might teach him our holy faith, and
the holy Father had never granted his request, whereby great numbers of peo-
ple were lost, believing in idolatry and doctrines of perdition. Your Highnesses,
as Catholic Christians, and princes who love and promote the holy Christian
faith, and are enernies of the doctrine of Mahomet, and of all idolatry and her-
esy, determined to send me, Christopher Columbus, to the above-mentioned
countries of India,{to see the said princes, people, and territories, and to learn
their disposition and the proper method of converting them to our holy faith;
and furthermore directed that | should not proceed by land to the East, as is
customary, but by a Westerly route, in which direction we have hitherto no
certain evidence that any one has gone. So after having expelled the Jews
from your dominions, your Highnesses, in the same month of January, ordered
me to proceed with a sufficient armament to the said regions of India, and for
that purpose granted me great favors, and ennobled me that thenceforth |
might call myself Don, and be High Admiral of the Sea, and perpetual Vicéroy
and Governor in all the islands and continents which | might discover and

acquire, or which may hereafter be discovered and acquired in the ocean; and
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that this dignity should be inherited by my eldest son, and thus descend from
degree to degree forever. Hereupon | left the city of Granada, on Saturday, the
twelfth day of May, 1492, and proceeded to Palos, a seaport, where | armed
three vessels, very fit for such an enterprise, and having provided myself with
abundance of stores and seamen, | set sail from the port, on Friday, the third of
August, half an hour before sunrise, and steered for the Canary Islands of your
Highnesses which are in the said ocean, thence to take my departure and pro-
ceed till I arrived at the Indies, and perform the embassy of your Highnesses to
the Princes there, and discharge the orders given me. For this purpose | deter-
mined to keep-an account of the voyage, and to write down punctua!ly every

thing we performed or saw from day to day, as will hereafter appear. ...

October 11, 1492 '

At two oclock in the morning the land was discovered, at two leagues’ dis-
tance; they took in sail and remained under the square-sail lying to till day,
which was Friday, when they found themselves near a small island, one of the
Lucayos, called in the Indian language Guanahani. Presently they descried
people, naked, and the Admiral landed in the boat, which was armed. ... The
Admiral bore the royal standard, and the two captains each a banner of the
Green Cross, which all the ships had carried; this contained the initials of the
names of the King and Queen each side of the cross, and a crown over each
letter. Arrived on shore, they saw trees very green many streams of water, and

diverse sorts of fruits.

As I saw that they were very friendly to us, and perceived that they could be
much more easily converted to our holy faith by gentle means than by force,

I presented them with some red caps, and strings of beads to wear upon the
neck, and many other trifles of small value, wherewith they were much de-
lighted, and became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwards they came swim-
ming to the boats, bringing parrots, balls of cotton thread, javelins, and many
other things which they exchanged for articles we gave them, such as glass

. beads, and hawk’s bells; which trade was carried on with the utmost good will.

But they seemed on the whole to me, to be a very poor people. ... Weapons
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they have none, nor are acquainted with themn, for | showed them swords
Which they grasped by the blades, and cut themselves through ignorance.
They have no iron, their javelins being without it, and nothing more than
sticks, though some have fish-bones or other things at the ends. They are all
of a good size and stature, and handsomely formed. ... It appears to me, that
the people are ingenious, and would be good servants and tam of opinion
that they would very readily become Christians, as they appear to have no

religion. ...

October 13, 1492

... was very attentive to them, and strove to learn if they had any gold. See~

ing some of them with little bits of metal hanging at their noses, | gathered
from them by signs that by going southward or steering round the island in
that direction, there would be found a king who possessed great cups full of
gold. . ..1 could conquer the whole of them with fifty men and govern them

as | pleased.

October 21,1492

At 10 o'clock, we arrived at a cape of the island, and anchored, the other ves-
sels in company. After having dispatched a meal, | went ashore, and found

no habitation save a single house, and that without an occupant; we had no
doubt that the people had fled in terror at our approach, as the house was
completely furnished. | suffered nothing to be touched, and went with my
captains and some of the crew to view the country. This island even exceeds
the others in beauty and fertility. Groves of lofty and flourishing trees are
abundant, as also large lakes, surrounded and overhung by the foliage, in a
most enchanting manner. Everything looked as green as in April in Andalusia.
The melody of the birds was so exquisite that one was never willing to part
from the spot, and the flocks of parrots Qbscured the heavens. The diversity in
the appearance of the feathered tribe from those of our country is extremely
curious. A thousand different sorts of trees, with their fruit were to be met
with, and of a wonderfully delicious odor. It was a great affliction to me to be

ignorant of their natures, for | am very certain they are all valuable; specimens
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of thern and of the plants | have preserved. ... Afterwards | shall set sail for
another very large island which | believe to be Cipango, according to the indi-
cations | receive from the Indians on board. They call the Island Colba, and say
there are many large ships, and sailors there, This other island they name Bosio,
and inform me that itis very large; the others which lie in our course, | shall
examine on the passage, and accordihg as | find gold or spices in abundance, |
shall determine what to doj; at all events | am determined to proceed on to the
continent, and visit the city of Guisay, where | shall deliver the letters of your

Highnesses to the Great Can, and demand an answer, with which | shall return.,

- FERPINAND COLUMBUS, SON OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS IN A
DIARY ENTRY ON MARCH 25, 1495

The soldiers mowed dowr_] dozens [of Native Americans] with point-blank vol-
feys, loosed thé dogs to rip opén their limbs and bellies, chased fleeing Indians
into the bush to skewer them on sword and pike, and with God's aid soon
gained a complete victory, killing many Indians and capturing others who

were also killed.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 1496 LETTER TO THE SOVEREIGNS,
SECOND VOYAGE

.. we can send from here all the slaves and brazilwood which could be
sold. ... In Castile, Portugal, Aragon ...and the Canary Islands they need many
slaves, and | do not think they get enough in Guinea. ... Although they die

now, they will not always die. The Negroes and Canary Islanders died at first.

LETTER TO DORA JUANA DE TORRES, OCTOBER 1500

I should be judged as a captain who went from Spain to the Indies to conquer
a people.numerous and warlike, whose manners and religion are véry differ-
ent from ours, who live in sierras and mountains, without fixed settlements,
and where by divine will | have placed under the sovereignty of the King and
Queen our Lords, an Other World, whereby Spain, which was reckoned poor, is

become the richest of countries.
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