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February 21, 2022
Dear Amphitheater Staff and Families:
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the Amphitheater District has carefully evaluated ever-changing
conditions and has consistently made very difficult decisions with two key priorities in mind: the health of
students and staff and the provision of the best education possible in the midst of those ever-changing
conditions. We have never deviated from those chief priorities, nor will we; however, the conditions,
circumstances and realities through which we have pursued those priorities and which have even defined
those priorities have changed. No doubt, they will continue to change.
Last week, in fact, the Pima County Board of Supervisors determined that the current county-wide mask
mandate for indoor public spaces will expire on Feb. 28. This expiration mirrors similar actions occurring
throughout Arizona, the nation and the world -- reflecting the evolving thinking, research and science on
masks.
I have probably received or have otherwise reviewed virtually every study, article, or meta-analysis
concerning the efficacy, importance, or necessity of masks in our schools – from various perspectives. A
great many people have tried to convince me that, from that enormous and growing mountain of
information, there was only one possible conclusion (or another) to be drawn. Notwithstanding those
efforts to convince me this way or that, or perhaps because of them, I have ultimately felt compelled to
rely upon public health care guidance, as our public health leaders are far better equipped to sort through
all the conflicting medical data and opinions and divine a single “right thing” to do.
But now, more than two years into this pandemic, the only certainty we have come to see is how
remarkably uncertain the body of evidence, thought and opinion regarding masks has
become. Ultimately, even public health guidance across the country is changing, or evolving as they
say. In addition, we have seen a sharp decrease of COVID cases in our District and in our wider
community; we have greater availability of testing; and there is relatively unfettered access to vaccines for
the majority of our staff and students. Continuing a mask mandate which restricts the freedoms of
everyone at this point cannot be justified in this current public health landscape.
This letter will therefore serve to notify all in our Amphi community that the District’s mandate for
wearing masks inside District facilities -- like the Pima County mandate -- will also expire on
Monday, February 28, with indoor masks becoming optional in our District on Tuesday, March 1.
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Our District will continue to encourage those who choose to wear a mask to do so, and we will
enforce our prohibition of disrespectful behavior towards anyone based upon their choice of
whether or not to wear a mask.
Please also be aware that there are certain circumstances in which an existing emergency order from the
Pima County Health Department still imposes certain mandates regarding quarantines and masks that still
do apply in schools:
•

•

•

Students who have COVID must now isolate for five days regardless of vaccination status. They can
return to school on day six, provided they have been fever free for 24 hours, their symptoms are
improving, and they wear a mask for five days after returning. (If symptoms have not improved or
resolved, then isolation must be extended beyond the first five days).
Students who are not fully vaccinated and who become close contacts to persons with COVID must
quarantine at home and be excluded from school and extracurricular activities for five days. On the fifth
day after their exposure to COVID, the close contact may test for COVID. Those who remain
asymptomatic may return to school on day six, but must mask around others for an additional five days.
Students who have been fully vaccinated or have had COVID in the previous 90 days and who become
close contacts to someone with COVID may return to school immediately if asymptomatic. The close
contact should test for COVID-19 on the fifth day following their exposure if testing is available, as
well as wear a mask for a minimum of 10 days.

Other conditions or exemptions relating to the foregoing may apply. Please consult with your school or
work site for additional information and guidance when a situation arises.
In closing, I want to thank all those who comprise the Amphitheater community for all you have done to
demonstrate grace, patience and fortitude over the last two years. Like you, I hope the encouraging signs
we have seen in recent weeks are early messengers of even better news to come. And, with these changes
in our District mask policy, I also hope we help find ourselves on the path to a brighter future – one
marked by the smiles on the faces of those around us, especially those of our children.
Yours sincerely,

Todd A. Jaeger, J.D.
Superintendent

