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     As the school year closes, there are some 
significant changes coming for the next year.
     Principal Natalie Burnett has resigned from her 
position and will no longer be a part of the Ironwood 
staff.
     “I love Ironwood and very much and have enjoyed 
my time here at the school and in the community,” 
said Burnett.
     Burnett accepted the position of principal at IRHS 
four years ago, but due to personal reasons, she has 
decided it is best for herself if she leaves in order to 
help her family. 
     “I want to be remembered as a strong advocate for 
students,” said Burnett.
     Prior to working for the Amphitheater District, 
Burnett worked at Anchorage District in Alaska.  
     Burnett is proud of her accomplishments. She has 

hired more than half of the current staff. 
     She also approved and oversaw the addition of 
the new filtered water fountains designed to fill water 
bottles, the sand volleyball courts, and the renovation 
of the football field.
     Burnett is unsure whether she will return to 
education, but she knows she will miss it immensely.
     Although she will no longer work for Ironwood 
Ridge, Burnett is proud of her legacy.  
     She wants students to know that she truly cared 
and was there for them and hopes the school was a 
supportive environment that helped them achieve their 
goals and to be successful in life.
     Burnett hopes to see continued commitment to 
students and wishes them the best both academically 
and personally as they pursue their life goals.
     Despite the fact Burnett is leaving, she will always 
be a part of the Ironwood Ridge family. 
    “Once a Nighthawk, always a Nighthawk,” said 
Burnett. 

Principal Burnett resigns, effective end of school year

Teachers walk out for raises, better education funding 

Photo courtesy azcentral.com
Educators flood the State Capitol, unified in red, demanding an increase in funding for educa-
tion. The walkout resulted in schools being closed for six days. 
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     Teachers walked out of their class-
rooms across the state for six days, 
beginning on Apr. 26, for the Red for 
Ed movement. 
     Red for Ed is a movement of teach-
ers and staff fighting for higher pay and 
better resources for their education.
     “[The Red for Ed movement is] 
bigger than money and salary; it's 
also about fully funding education in 
Arizona and recognizing on a state-
wide level that our state needs to fund 
education in all regards,” said Principal 
Natalie Burnett.
     On Apr. 12, Arizona Governor 
Doug Ducey offered educators a 19% 
pay raise for teachers by 2020, which 
included a 9% pay raise this year. 
Teachers declined as they wanted more 
than just a raise. 
     What made teachers fight now?
    “It started with other states and came 
to a head with what the budget has 
been in Arizona in the last ten years 
and how its been slowly been chipped 
away at. Things need to move forward 
and change,” said Nicole Blanchard, 
Special Education math teacher. 
     This movement is not just for 
teachers; it’s for students and staffs 
of schools. Many schools do not have 
proper materials or resources to give 
the students a complete, well-rounded 
education. Every year, schools are 
given a limited amount of money that 
teachers are supposed to use to pur-
chase school supplies.
     “Right now it's more about solidari-
ty with other teachers, bus drivers, food 
service personal, security, groundskeep-
ers, counselors, nurses and psycholo-
gists. It’s not only about the money 
and raises; it’s about better serving 
the students of Arizona and coming in 
line with what other states are doing in 
terms of funding. We’re not just asking 
for money, we want to do a better job, 
so it's really about service to others,” 
said Dave Goldberg, counselor.
      According to Kandi Clark, registrar, 
most teachers have about 165 students 
on their rosters, with about 32-34 stu-
dents in each class. 
     According to azcentral.com, educa-
tors aren’t only asking for a 20% raise 

in their salary. They are also demanding 
the funding for schools be returned to 
where it was in 2008, an increase of 
salary for the staff, pay raises built into 
contracts, an increase in funding per 
student, and no new tax cuts. 
     “We are about a billion dollars 
below where we were ten years ago,” 
said Todd Jaeger, Superintendent of 
the Amphitheater School District in a 
phone interview on Apr. 20. 
     Of the 50 states, Arizona is no. 49 
in teacher pay. Even if wages were 
increased by 11.6%, Arizona teachers 
would rank no. 48. Many teachers live 
paycheck to paycheck and have a sec-
ond job to support their families. 
     In mid-April, educators across the 
state voted as to whether or not they 
would walk out. Due to their contracts, 
teachers can’t formally strike. They can 
have a walk out or a mass sick day. 
     Freshmen Sydney Farlow, whose 
mother is a third grade teacher at Rio 
Vista, went to three events for the Red 
for Ed movement in downtown Tucson.
     “It was a sea of red, and it felt like 
we were making history,” said Farlow.
     Teachers from all over Arizona 
chose to walk out and fight for what 
they believe is right. It was announced 
on Apr. 19 that teachers would walk 
out Apr. 26-27. Schools across the state 
closed on those days.
     Teachers had originally planned to 
walkout for two days, but on Thurs. 
Apr. 26, Governor Ducey announced 
the legislature would adjourn at 1 p.m. 
and reconvene on Mon. Apr 30. Teach-
ers were not happy about this, so they 
continued with the walkout and schools 
remained closed.
     “Although I don't think that we got 
everything we wanted, it's important 
to understand that when you negotiate, 
it’s a give and take. The most important 
thing for me moving forward is that 
we brought an awareness to the dire 
situation of education in Arizona, and 
how for the sake of our students it must 
change. I think we are on that path 
now,” said Liza Taylor, English teacher.
     Everyday of the walkout teachers 
rallied at the Capitol, marching in tem-
peratures in the high 80s for hours. On 
Apr. 27, supporters gathered at Gover-
nor Ducey’s Tucson office to protest.
     Meghan Buckner, freshman, whose 

mother is a special education aide at 
Mesa Verde, went to an event in down-
town Tucson in support of Red for Ed.
   “Being part of the Red for Ed move-
ment was inspirational. Since I am old 
enough to understand what is going 
on, it made the experience better. I 
now know the movement is focused 
on providing more money for student 
essentials...textbooks we have now are 
dated from years ago. When I went up 
to the Capitol, I saw that teachers were 
standing up for what they believe. I 
went because I support my mom’s deci-
sion of walking out,” said Buckner.
     On May 3, Ducey signed a plan  
allowing a 10% raise for teachers next 
year, 5% raise in the next two years, 
$100 million for support staff, and 
nearly $400 million in school funding. 
     Teachers returned to work on May 4.
     “Generally speaking, the governor's 
proposal, passed by the legislature now, 
provides the funding for a 9% overall 
raise. Then districts locally have to de-
termine how to expect the raises. We go 
through meet and confer process with 
our teachers, with our employees to fig-
ure out what the raise looks like,” said 
Jaeger about how the money would be 
used in the Amphi District.
     Jaeger explained how this will affect 

the Amphi District and its employees. 
What was originally going to be a 20% 
raise for teachers salaries is now a 9% 
raise for the school overall. The money 
is not promised to go all to the teach-
ers. The district will be going school 
by school and dividing up the money to 
where they see it is most needed.
     This fight turned out in favor for the 
teachers, but not all of their demands 
have been met, and several important 
items were left out of the proposal. 
The demands not met are more over-
all school funding, regular pay raises, 
competitive pay for support staff, and 
tax cuts to stop until per student fund-
ing reaches the national average. 
     Another demand not met was to 
restore capital funding to where it 
was ten years ago. Capital funding is 
money that goes to the school to restore 
items that have a long lifespan, such 
as new computers or stage curtains. If 
something needs to be replaced, it will 
be taken from the 9% that is promised 
from next year.
    “I would be very surprised, knowing 
the strength of the movement and the 
passion the people have for [the move-
ment’s] messages and its purposes, I’d 
be very surprised to see it go away,” 
said Jaeger. 

Photo by Angela Andrews
Natalie Burnett joined the Nighthawk family four years ago 
when this year’s graduating seniors began their freshman 
year. She is leaving at the end of June to focus on her family.
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Policy Statement

 Published six times a year, the 
student newspaper of Ironwood 
Ridge High School is a public 
forum, with its student editorial 

board making all decisions 
concerning its contents.    

Unsigned editorials express the 
views of the majority of the editorial 

board and not necessarily that of 
administration.  Letters to the editor 

are welcomed and will be 
published as space allows. 

Letters must be signed, although 
the staff may withhold the name 

on request.  The paper also 
reserves the right to edit letters 

for grammar and clarity.  
All the letters are subject to laws 

governing obscenity, libel, privacy 
and disruption of the school process, 

as are all contents of the paper.  
Opinions in letters do not necessar-
ily represent those of the staff, nor 
should an opinion expressed in a 

public forum, be constructed as the 
opinion or policy of the administra-

tion, unless so attributed. 
All letters should be delivered to 

the Journalism mailbox in 
the administration building or 

dropped off at room E103 
during the school day.
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     Hello Nighthawks! Welcome to the 
final issue of this year and a farewell to 
my two years on staff.
     All good things come to an end. The 
last two weeks of high school are full of 
a frenzy of seniors walking these halls 
as students for the last time. 
     Everything comes rushing back in 
memories that have been spent on this 
campus. Memories spent at Friday night 
football games, meeting new friends, 
being a part of clubs, gaining new 
experiences, joining school sports, and 
growing into the person you are today.
     One of the most important aspects 
of my time here has been spent in room 
E103 with my fellow newspaper staff-
ers. All the late nights, ice cream runs, 
and friendships I have made because of 
this paper are something that I will cher-
ish forever. 
     Saying goodbye to something that 
has been such a big part of my life these 
past two years is going to be hard, but 
things move on, and high school comes 
to an end.
     What won’t come to end, however, 
is the class of 2018. We have grown 
together, we have learned together, we 
have made a difference in each other’s 
lives, and we will continue to do great 
things in the future.
     I have such high hopes for my class-
mates and for the experiences they will 
have in the future. There are so many 
memories I cherish with such a great 
class; they will stay with me when I 
think about my own high school experi-
ence.
     I don’t want this to sound like a 
goodbye or a speech to my peers. I want 
this to be a reminder. 
     I want my fellow seniors to read 
this paper and recognize the faces of 
the other students. I want people to 
remember the good times of the year as 
the final two weeks reach an end. Most 
importantly, I want everyone to reflect 
on this year and remember the memo-
ries they will never forget.
     This past year has been one of the 
best so far. I have made friends I can’t 
imagine leaving, officially got into the 
college of my choice, been a part of a 
great club and school team, and I re-
ally made the most of my final year in 
Tucson.
     I know I am looking through what 
Ted Mosby would call ‘Graduation 
Goggles.’ The whole high school experi-
ence wasn’t a great one, but looking 
back on the year, there is nothing that I 
would change.
     This year made me grow and is one 
that has made a difference in my life. 
     So thank you class of 2018. Thank 
you for the laughs, the tears, the fun, 
and the four senior ditch days we pulled 
off this year.
     Thank you Ironwood Ridge for giv-
ing me the opportunity to know these 
people who surround me in these halls.
     Thank you for the memories.
     Finally, Nighthawks, thank you for 
reading this last issue. This paper has 
been a rock, a lifeline, and a place for 
me to write to the student body. 
     Enjoy this one. Goodbye to my staff, 
and goodbye to classroom E103.

Police Beat

Shana Brown
Beginning Reporter
     
    Having fun, supporting the communi-
ty, and helping the Earth. These are just 
some of the things Club Green does. 
     On Sunday, April 15, Club Green 
held an Earth Day Festival at River-
front Park. This event ran 7-10 p.m. 
and offered several different activities, 
including a free tree planting, a 5K run, 
and motivational speeches by local 
environmental leader Tom Ellis, who 
works with.
     Members of the club, as well as 
some from the community, participated 
in these events that benefitted not only 
themselves but the earth. 
     “Club Green is all about big change 
through small actions. We believe in 
standing united and doing our part to 
leave this planet better than we found 
it,” said Club Green President Daniel 
Casanova, junior.

     Club Green has been influencing 
students and the community for several 
years. This is the first time this club has 
held this event, and although it only had 
a crowd of around 30 people, they be-
lieve it will grow throughout the years.
     As a club, the members not only par-
ticipate in several tree planting events 
around the city, they also maintain the 
garden around school and continuously 
help the environment.
Science teacher Kevin Baker has been 
the club’s sponsor for two years.
    “I think students need to get in-
volved,” said Baker.
      He has not only helped organize the 
event but also help students who want 
to save the earth. Club Green has been a 
school club since it opened.
     “We believe in action and in ‘now’ 
because now’s the time for change. 
Unless someone like you cares a lot, 
nothing is going to get better,” said 
Casanova.

Contest seeking student art for postal stamp
Henry Erichs 
Beginning Reporter
          
     Do you want your art to be featured 
on an actual U.S.  postal stamp? 
     Well you can.
     There is a stamp competition to 
celebrate Tucson’s 244th birthday. To be 
considered for competition, the art must 
reflect Tucson’s history or feature iconic 
symbols of the city or the surrounding 
desert. 
     The competition is open to people 17 
years of age or younger. Entries must 
be mailed to  920 N. First Ave., Tucson, 
AZ, 85719, by 2:30 p.m July 20. The 
competition is held by the Postal His-
tory Foundation of Arizona. 
     Josh Baca, Ironwood Ridge 2015 
graduate, won this competition his se-
nior year. Winners are chosen based on 
their age groups, 5-8 years, 9-12 years 
and 13-17 years. 
     Out of these three, the grand winner 
is determined, and their design will be 
featured on a U.S. postal stamp. 

     All winners receive a prize and are 
displayed at an exhibition at the Postal 
History Foundation, as well as coverage 
by local media such as Channel 13 and 
the Arizona Daily Star.

Photo Courtesy Arizona Daily Star
Baca’s entry was the winning submission in 
2015, and his art was used on an actual US 
postal stamp. Students can design and submit 
their Old Pueblo design for the competition 
through the July 20 deadline.

Larsen Riley 
Beginning Reporter    
     
April 2
A teacher reported damage to her laptop. 
The damages are estimated to be $890. 

April 3
A female subject followed a female 
student into the Ironwood parking 
lot due to a road rage incident. Both 
were separated and no further law 
enforcement action was taken. 

April 5
A female student was in possession of 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia. She 
was arrested and released to her parent.  

     
April 21
At prom, a male student ingested a 
substance that made him ill and later 
was transported to hospital for further 
evaluation.
    
April 26 
A male student was investigated for an 
inappropriate video made regarding a 
teacher. No charges were filed.
     
May 9
Two students were arrested for 
possession of marijuana just off of 
school grounds. 
Administration handled the discipline.

Students protect Mother Earth 

Crimes of Opportunity
For the past several months, students’ personal items have been stolen from both 
the girls and boys locker rooms. The School Resource Officers (SROs) encourage 
students to lock up and secure expensive items -- such as laptops, phones, and 
cash -- in lockers during P.E. periods.  

             Photo Courtesy of Daniel Casanova
Club Green members gather in the school garden to celebrate the hard work they’ve completed 
this year. On April 15, the club hosted an Earth Day event for the public at Riverfront Park. 
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     Some of our beloved staff members 
are leaving Ironwood Ridge. 
     They will embark on new adventures 
next year, and they will be missed.

Karla Feuerhelm
      Ironwood 
will be losing 
Special Education 
Department Chair, 
Karla Feuerhelm.
     After 37 years 
in education, 16 of 
them at Ironwood, Feuerhelm decided it 
was the right time to retire. 
   “I’ve enjoyed, immensely, working 
with the students, parents, other teachers 
and faculty,” said Feuerhelm.
     Feuerhelm’s first teaching job was in 
Wichita, Kansas, where she taught for 
10 years until she moved to Kansas City 
where she taught four more years.
     She moved to Tucson in 1996. 
Prior to Ironwood Ridge, she taught at 
Amphitheater High School and La Cima 
for several years.   
     “I hope to see at Ironwood Ridge a 
more varied offering of courses -- not 
just in the academic area, but elective 
wise,” said Feuerhelm.
      Feuerhelm hopes to have instilled 
in students the feeling that they should 

never give up. 
     She prides herself in helping develop 
a network of support systems for 
students. 
     Feuerhelm wants to be remembered 
as someone who was always available 
to help and support students reach their 
academic goals.
     “Don’t ever think that you can’t do 
something. There’s always help and 
support out there to help you achieve 
your goals,” said Feuerhelm.   
 

Rosie Slack
     Along with the 
other staff members, 
the lead daytime 
custodian supervisor, 
Rosie Slack, has 
already parted ways 
with Ironwood.
     Slack worked 
for Ironwood for a total of 15 years, 
but because of her husband’s health 
issues, she has decided to take an early 
retirement. 
     “I was grateful and humble to have 
have been a part of the Nighthawk 
family for many years,” said Slack.
     Even though she is disappointed 
about leaving, she decided it was best 
for her to be with her husband during 
these times.
     “IRHS was my home away from 
home. I will not be a stranger; I will 
come back to visit,” said Slack. 

     Holly Broberg
    Another departing 
staff member is 
physical education 
teacher and coach 
Holly Broberg.
     Broberg started 
teaching at Ironwood 
Ridge in 2013, but she coached the girls 
basketball team since 2009. 
     After eight years at the school, she 
has decided to move back to Minnesota 
to be closer to her family. 
     She plans to teach when she is 
settled in Minnesota, and she said the 
pay is much higher in that state than in 
Arizona.
     “I really, truly cared about every 
student that walked into my classroom,” 
said Broberg.
     According to her Amphitheater 
webpage, Broberg graduated from the 
University of Minnesota with a M.Ed. 
in Applied Kinesiology. 
     Broberg began her teaching career 
overseas on the island of Saipan, near 
Guam. 
     She then returned to Minneapolis 
and taught part-time while coaching 
basketball at a NCAA Division III 
school.
    “I have so many good memories 
made within my classes.  I can only 
hope to make many more in the next 
teaching position I take back home,” 
said Broberg.

Tayler Vennard 
    After three years 
at Ironwood Ridge, 
athletic trainer 
and teacher Tayler 
Vennard is moving 
to Durant, OK 
because her husband 
earned a job promotion.
     In addition to her role as athletic 
trainer, Vennard taught Sports Medicine.
     “I hope my legacy includes the 
passion I have for athletic training and 
the importantance of finding something 
you love to do every day,” said Vennard.
     Vennard hopes to be remembered for 
her upbeat personality and dedication to 
keeping athletes on campus safe.
     Ironwood will always have a special 
place in her heart, because it was the 
place where her teaching career began.
    “I am truly going to miss seeing and 
interacting with students and student-
athletes whom I’ve made a connection 
with either through the classroom or 
through athletics,” said Vennard.
     Previously, Vennard worked at 
South Dakota State University as a 
graduate assistant athletic trainer while 
she worked on her Master’s Degree in 
Sports and Recreation Studies. 
     Ironwood is her first teaching job.
     “I hope my students know how 
passionate I am about my work and 
how dedicated I was to helping them 
succeed,” said Vennard.
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Teachers, staff say goodbye as they plan departure at end of year

Murrillo wins Barnes and Noble essay

Feuerhelm

Broberg Vennard

Emily McDonald / Maddy King
Beginning Reporters

     Flags fly in the air, dancers move to 
the music, and everybody cheers. 
     This is the life of a student in Color 
Guard or Pom Line. 
     Color Guard is a part of marching 
band, except they do not play an 
instrument. Instead they provide visual 
aids. 
     Guard specializes in flags, swing 
flags, and weapons. The weapons they 
use are called sabers and rifles. 
     While they are modeled to look like 
the weapons, they are made of wood or 
plastic. The flags have six-foot poles 
and the swing flags are much shorter but 
have very long silks.
     “Color Guard is just one big 
family, and new members are always 
welcome,” said freshmen Santi Groat, 
member of the Color Guard.
     The students in Color Guard perform 
at football games and marching band 
competitions to give visuals that 
go along with the band’s music and 
marching. 
      Pom Line, another part of marching 
band, performs alongside Color Guard. 
     However, Pom is very dance 
focused, and they come together to 
make a big picture dance crew.  
     They have their own competitions 
where they compete and display 
their skills. They come together as a 
group and give spirit to the school at 
assemblies and performances.
     “Pom Line is the Ironwood 
Ridge dance team, but we also work 
with the band and color guard. We 
perform at a lot of different events 
like football games, basketball games, 

pep assemblies, and dance showcases. 
We also perform a lot of different 
dance styles and it’s really fun,” said 
sophomore Gemini Huang, member of 
Pom Line.
     In years past, Pom and Guard were 
part of the marching band, and they 
came together to provide fun visuals 
for the band at competitions and 
performances. 
     That is changing for next years’ 
marching season. Melanie Jarvis is the 
coach for the Pom Line, and her team 
will no longer perform at marching band 
competitions. 
     One of the main reasons for the Pom 
not performing with the band anymore 
was to increase the bands woodwind 
section to balance the music. 
     Color Guard, under new coaches 
Jazsmine Scott and Briana Cordero, will 
continue to compete at the marching 
band competitions, and both will 
continue to perform with the band 
during football games.
     All performers in both Guard 
and Pom, work hard and have many 
practices. 
     Since the members of these programs 
also take a first hour class to be in the 
programs, they have practices during 
and after school. 
     During the marching season, they 
meet with the band after school for 
rehearsals. The class is only for the first 
semester. 
     Pom Line and Color Guard are two 
different teams that support the same 
school and give the same message. 
     They give pep and cheer to the 
school and its students, and next year 
through the changes both groups will 
shine and exceed expectations.

Slack

Taylor Ernzen
Business Editor

     As the RedforEd movement con-
tinues, we are reminded of the power 
teachers have to form the next genera-
tion of workers and thinkers alike. 
     There is no better way of being 
reminded than the annual Favorite 
Teacher Award Essay by Barnes and 
Noble. 
     This year the award winning essay 
was written by Giselle Murillo, sopho-
more. 
     Murillo wrote about her eighth grade 
science teacher Pamela Vandivort, who 
has been teaching for eight years at La 
Cima Middle School. Vandivort cur-
rently teaches grades 6-8.
     “My favorite teachers are always the 
ones I could have a conversation with 
that isn’t about the class,” Murillo wrote 
in her essay.
     Murillo wrote about her favorite 
projects in Vandivort’s class includ-
ing building cars, “Thank You For The 
Memeries” (a project using memes), 
and a science fair project on possible 
biodegradable water bottles. 
     “I'm a lifelong learner, so each year, 
I'm learning and growing alongside 
my students. I was a founding scien-
tist of Ventana Medical Systems and 
was a part of growing that company to 
worldwide status. As a teacher, I was on 
the Innovation Academy School Design 
Team, and seeing that all come together 
was so awesome,” said Vandivort. 
    Vandivort has been recognized for her 
distinguished teaching career. 
     Some past recognitions include: 
Teacher of the Year, First Place World 
Champions, FLL-Research Project, 
SARSEF Teacher of the Year, Edison 
Award-Gold, Edison Award-STEM 
Teacher of the Tear; Most Innovative 
Teacher award and OM Coach Regional 
and State awards. 
    “Not many students from her class 
go here [IRHS],” said Murillo, “but the 
people who do, whenever we talk, we 
end up talking about her class.”
     Barnes and Nobles sponsored the 
essay, and it was in English that Murillo 
wrote the essay as an assignment that 
was submitted for competition. 
     Barnes and Noble announced the 
winners in mid March.

    “There were a series of e-mails sent 
to schools/educators throughout the 
area, as well as local media such as 
Northwest Explorer and Arizona Daily 
Star, informing them of the event and 
inviting them to join us at the presenta-
tion,” said Joyce Slaubaugh, Barnes and 
Noble’s Children’s Department/Com-
munity Relations Liaison. 
     “This year we were able to get a little 
air-time on the MixFM (94.9) Morning 
Show to announce the winning teacher 
and give information on the presentation 
ceremony.”
    The ceremony to recognize both 
Murillo and Vandivort was held in the 
Ironwood library after school Mar. 30. 
     There was a short welcome, includ-
ing a brief background of the contest 
rules and information. 
     Murillo, who read her essay aloud, 
was excited to win the contest. 
     “When I first found out that I won, I 
was in class. I thought I did well [on the 
essay] but I didn’t think I would win,” 
said Murillo.
     Murillo is thankful to have had 
Vandivort as her teacher.
    “Having Mrs. V, as a teacher and 
mentor allowed me to learn from her 
and aspire to be a leader like she is,” 
Giselle wrote in her essay. “In my 
eighth grade year, Mrs. Vandivort woke 
me up rather than only teaching me.”

Photo by Matt Stamp
Teacher winner Pamela Vandivort with essay 
winner sophomore Giselle Murillo on Mar. 30.

Changes for color guard, pom line next year

Photo by Emily McDonald 
The Guard and Pom Line come together for a group photo before a competition on Jan. 4. 



Henry Erichs
Beginning Reporter

     “Street Wars,” a competition between 
juniors and seniors, got fierce this spring 
when it became a literal war for many of 
its participants. 
     The goal of Street Wars was to shoot 
the victim, another participant, with a 
water gun. 
     It’s not as easy as it sounds. 
     Junior Isa Russell, organizer of Street 
Wars, breaks the situation down. 
     “Street Wars is a water game where 
you receive a target and have to shoot 
them [with a water gun] two times be-
fore the end of the week,” said Russell.      
     There are rules to follow in order to 
successfully eliminate a target. 
     The rules state that all street war 
activity was to take place off campus. 
     This meant the student parking lot and 
afterschool activities were off limits. 
     Participants had to hit their assigned 
target twice within a week, but the hits 
had to be 24-hours apart from each other. 
     Once they eliminated their target, the 
player advanced to the next round. 
     There were three rounds overall and 
a $3 fee to enter. The winner was award-
ed the money from the entrance fees.     
     While only 63 people played Street 
Wars this year, nearly everybody on 
campus buzzed about it. 
     Climbing fences and houses to hit 
targets was on the lower end of risks 
that people were willing to take to ac-
complish their mission and advance to 
the next  round. 
     Alex Fonseca, junior, was declared 

winner after he eliminated his final 
target, junior Bella Peterson. 
     He explained his long-lived motiva-
tion to enter the competition.
     “I heard about the Street Wars when 
I was a freshman, and I thought it was 
cool. I was excited to be an upper-
classman so I could participate,” said 
Fonseca. 
     Maddie Toia, junior and participant 
of Street Wars, said being chased was 
extremely stressful.
     “I had no idea who had me, and one 
night when I was doing chores, I walked 
outside to take out the trash and Joel 
Chism and Rian Palma [juniors] came 
out. I was so surprised to see them there, 
I didn’t even think to run inside and 
avoid being hit,” said Toia. 
     Fonseca stayed away from his “stalk-
ers” throughout the first two rounds and 
hit his target in the third and final round. 
Winning Street Wars resulted in a cash 
prize of over $100 for his success. 
    He talked of other aspects of the game. 
     “It was a lot of fun but also a lot of 
work. To be honest, it was really stress-
ful being hunted,” said Fonseca. 
     He admitted that, by the end of the 
competition, he was tired of running to 
his car to avoid his hunters.
      “[It was stressful], except for when 
Maddie Toia had me because her 
minivan was too slow to catch me,” said 
Fonseca.
     Street Wars ended on Apr 24, when 
Fonseca hit Bella Peterson, his final 
target, after he received a tip. 
     Fonseca was tipped off to the time 
when Peterson would be at a doctor’s 

appointment. That was when Fonseca 
made his final move. 
     He got help from freshman Jared 
Peterson, who helped Fonseca hit his 
target. Jared and Bella are siblings.  
     “I was already nervous because I was 
getting a shot at the doctor’s and wasn’t 
thinking [Alex] would find me. I guess 
my brother was texting him telling him 
where I was. You can’t trust anyone,” 
said Peterson.
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‘Street Wars’ -- Survival of the fittest Top 5: Study 
tips for finals 
Larsen Riley
Beginning Reporter

      Finals season is here, and many 
students don’t know how to efficiently 
study for them. Study time can be 
extremely difficult to fit into the 
average high school student’s life. 
     Busy with sports, clubs, or jobs, 
studying is usually skipped over when 
it’s time to prepare for finals. 
     Here are the top five study tips 
Nighthawks should implement into 
their daily routine.
     1.Create flash cards 
     This is a common practice when it 
comes to studying. 
     Have you ever gone to the store the 
night before an exam to buy a 100-
pack of flashcards to frantically write 
down some vocab for tomorrow’s 
English test? 
     Try this instead: Use an app. Since 
teenagers are always with their phone, 
studying can be right at their fingertips.   
     Try downloading apps like Quizlet 
and StudyBlue. Both of these apps 
are free and feature an easy to use 
interface.
        2. Create songs for test materials
      This isn’t specifically for the 
musically inclined people, so if that’s 
not you, this one still might be worth 
a try. 
     Try taking a popular song on the 
radio or one of your favorite songs and 
change the lyrics to incorporate the 
topics that are on your test. 
     For example, try adding historical 
dates to “Thunder” by Imagine 
Dragons. 
     Not only will this help you 
remember those important dates or 
formulas, it’s also a super cool way to 
express your creativity. 
     3. Rewrite notes from class
     Although this sounds very time 
consuming, it actually does help. If 
your mind gets used to rewriting the 
same thing over again, there is a higher 
chance of you remembering it. 
     Go through the notes from the 
lessons that you’re most likely going 
to be tested on, and highlight the 
key parts. Take those key points, and 
rewrite them. 
     Typically, rewriting them about 5-6 
times is a good way to get information 
engraved in your brain. 
     4. Take breaks during studying 
     Take breaks in between studying 
for different subjects. For example, if 
you are studying for math and science, 
don’t try to cram both of them together 
in one 4-hour study session. 
     Take two hours to do each subject. 
To be even more efficient, take breaks 
in between those two-hour periods. 
     Your brain can only take so much 
learning in one sitting. That’s why 
we have breaks at school like passing 
periods. 
     Give your brain a break, and take 
a couple of minutes to rest in between 
study sessions. 
       `    5. DO NOT procrastinate
     It’s what we do. We put things off. 
But if you plan well, your grades will 
thank you. Try shutting off that little 
voice in your head telling you “you 
can do it later,” and buckle down and 
get studying. 
     Procrastination will stress you out 
and suck away your time. You don’t 
want to explode from the massive 
amount of stress. 
     You are so close. 
     Be smart; study for your finals. 

Photo courtesy Isa Russell
Alex Fonseca, junior, poses with his final 
target, Bella Peterson, junior, after eliminating 
her. Fonseca was awarded a cash prize over 
$100 for his efforts.

Elaiah Maynes
Beginning Reporter

     Art is everywhere. Art is found on 
the walls of schools, libraries, churches, 
and museums. Art represents history. 
Art is inspiring. Art teaches. Art makes 
people happy. Art murals are publicly 
displayed for many reasons.
     The fine arts hallway has a mural 
painted by 2D art students that was 
started at the end of the last school year.  
     The mural’s purpose was to inspire 
and introduce people to famous art 
while representing the art hallway in a 
colorful and meaningful way.
     Painted by students in Danielle 
Rutherford’s 2D art program, the mural 
features Monet’s “Water Lilies,” Van 
Gogh’s “Starry Night,” Michelangelo’s 
“The Creation,” Dali’s “The Persistence 
of Memory,” Picasso’s “Guernica” and 
Frida Khalo’s self portrait. 
     Senior April Sedano has been a key 
student in the painting of the mural.
     “We wanted to liven up the art 
hallway, so we thought about the most 
inspirational artists...so it’s something 
people would recognize,” said Sedano, 

who has been in 2D art for three years.
     Danielle Maserati, 2017 Ironwood 
graduate, designed the mural last year. 
     The project was picked up by Sedano 
and senior Joy Mona and junior Sydney 
Wayman. The mural is scheduled for 
completion by May 24. 

Rutherford said, “They wanted to 
celebrate our history and to inspire kids 
in the halls.”
     Art creates feelings and emotions 
that can drive a person to do 
extraordinary things, and its creativity 
should be embraced.

Jordan Good
Beginning Reporter
        
     This year, the 2D art program received the two top honors 
in the Southern Arizona Watercolor Guild competition, which 
is the most prestigious award show in Southern Arizona. 
     Senior Tessa McCall won first place, and senior Sophie 
Vascovick placed. 
     Ironwood won the Congressional competition three times, 
as well as first, second, and runner up in the past six years. 
    Winners of this years’ Congressional award show will be 
announced at the end of this year. 
     The Amphitheater School District showcased student art at 
the Tucson Mall Apr. 11-28, and displayed four boards of both 
2D art and 3D art work.  
     “They create beautiful boards and put their best work out 
there for the entire city to admire,” said art teacher Danielle 
Rutherford, who’s been teaching at Ironwood for six years. 
     Currently, her beginning art class is working on grid 
drawings and her intermediate and advanced classes are 
working on pastel and charcoal pieces. 

    “We will wrap up the end of the semester with 
concentration projects,” said Rutherford, who is happy to 
continue her work.
     The art department has been involved outside of school 
with recent competitions as well as the Amphi Foundation 
Gala Dinner.
     “I love all the things everyone creates and seeing their idea 
come into fruition,” said 3D art teacher Jill Menaugh, who 
is finishing her first year at Ironwood Ridge after 19 years at 
Amphitheater High School.
     All intermediate 3D art students made plates designed with 
scrivito designs that were donated to benefit the foundation.   
     Ironwood has also participated in the Amphitheater 
Retirement Luncheon on May 8. 
     Students’ 3D artwork was featured as decorations. 
     To wrap up the year, Menaugh’s 3D classes designed an 
independent project sculpted from clay. 
     As the year comes to an end, the art department showcases 
the best work of students and all of their hard work.
     “I’m excited for next year,” said Menaugh. “I’m excited to 
see what we can do.”

Students win awards, donate projects for charity

Mural mashup livens up hallway, promotes art

Photo by Maddie Toia
Adam Bejarano, sophomore, meticulously paints part of the mural, focusing on detail. Bejarano 
is an intermediate art student who is excited to be a part of such a beautiful project for school.
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Jordan Good
Beginning Reporter

     Teachers are people who many stu-
dents take for granted everyday. Some 
are blamed for bad grades, unfairness, 
and are overall disrespected. 
     However, teachers are people who 
genuinely care for their students, and 
Social Studies teacher April Kozubal is 
definitely one of them. 
     Kozubal has taught at Ironwood 
Ridge High School for 17 years and 
teaches World History and Global Stud-
ies. Both classes entail a broad study of 
the world in great depth. 
     “Global studies teaches us about the 
world and what countries have gone 
through or are currently going through. 
It opens our mind and shows us the 
world,” said Aimee Pratt, freshman. 
     Growing up in a military family, Ko-
zubal moved a lot as a child, attending 
10 different schools in her childhood. 
     “It was hard to adapt being the new 
student, the outcast,” said Kozubal. 
Despite the struggles of her childhood, 
moving actually ignited a spark of inter-
est for traveling the world. 
     “Every trip is a learning experience,” 
said Kozubal, and she hopes to share 
that with her students.
     “The best part of teaching is being 
able to take students to see the places 
and topics they’ve been learning about,” 
said Kozubal.
    At the end of this school year, Ko-
zubal, and fellow Social Studies teacher 
Lori Gipson, will take students through-
out Scotland, Wales, and England. 
Highlights will be on castles, cathedrals, 
and the Magna Carta, document just to 
name a few. 
     The trip will focus on Irish history as 
well as immigration and provide a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to experience 
the world firsthand. This is their fifth 
trip together taking students abroad to 
visit other countries.
     The trip scheduled for summer 2019 

will commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of the D-Day invasion in Normandy. 
Students will visit Omaha Beach, 
Pont Du Hoc, the American Cemetery, 
Dunkirk, the Anne Frank house in Am-
sterdam, and other historical places.
     “It’s a great way to see what hap-
pened,” said Kozubal.
    Kozubal believes that there is a strong 
correlation between student-teacher 
relationships and the ability to learn.   
     “I love the way Kozubal teaches; I 
know she shows pride in teaching and 
sharing her personal experiences of the 
places we learn about,” said Shealynn 
Giltner, freshman.
     She also enjoys second-year students 
in different course contents, emphasiz-
ing the fact that each student is unique 
and brings a different perspective to the 
classroom.
     “I love to watch kids grow,” said 
Kozubal.

Dodgeball for the win

Joann Chang  
Beginner Reporter
    
     Powder puff. Powder puff? As in the 
makeup applicator? Wait, it’s a sport? 
How confusing. What exactly is it?
    Many students might be asking them-
selves these exact questions.
    Powder puff is a girl’s flag football 
game held annually between the junior 
and senior girls in the spring. 
     StuGo is the organizer of this event 
that had 33 girls on the junior team and 
30 girls on the senior team this year.
    The team practiced for eight days 
before game day. Since there were not 
any tryouts held, everyone who signed 
up was qualified to participate.
    Planner of the powder puff game, 
StuGo member Rylee Sanchez, senior, 
said, “It’s supposed to be fun [and] 
competitive, but we don’t want anyone 
getting hurt. StuGo thought it would be 
good because other Amphi schools were 
doing it too, so we really wanted to be 
able to be a part of it.”
     Members of the boy’s football team 
acted as coaches of the girl’s team. The 
coaches had the girls do basic drills as a 
baseline to see who would play best in 
each position and evaluate their skills. 
They practiced scrimmages, offense 
against defense, and ran full plays.
     Head and defense coach of the junior 
team, Copper Welander, said, “It was 
a very good game, and the girls were 
definitely having good time actually 
competing against a different team. We 
were all very impressed with how well 
the girls performed and surprised by 
some who really showed up to play.”
     Alex Perez, quarterback on the junior 
team, said she enjoyed having fun in 
practice and working as a team. 
     Perez said, “I thought it would be 
really fun, and I love to play football. 
I’ve always liked to play when I was 
younger with my brothers, and it would 
be fun trying to beat the seniors.”                                                       
    Although school was closed Apr. 27-

28 due to the statewide teacher walkout, 
the game went on as scheduled on Apr. 
28 at 6 p.m. 
     The moment the game began, the 
girls proved to be very competitive.
      In the beginning half of the game, 
both teams started out strong. The 
juniors scored then the seniors scored, 
and they continued to answer each other 
with a touchdown, so it kept everyone 
on edge. Going into the second half 
with the seniors in the lead, the juniors 
landed a score, bringing it to 24-24.
     Crowd enthusiasm was high, and the 
bleachers were vibrating from all of the 
the cheers and chants.
     “The game a lot more exciting than I 
imagined. The juniors and seniors were 
neck and neck in some places, mak-
ing the game very suspenseful,” said 
senior Austin Thacker. “Although I am 
a senior, this was the first time I went 
to the powder puff game, and it was 
a whole lot more fun than I originally 
imagined.”
     A tie of 30-30 at the end of the 
second half saw the teams playing into 
overtime. Within minutes into overtime, 
the seniors scored and earned a trium-
phant victory with a final score 36-30.
      “It was hard fought and I’m very 
proud of all my seniors. We had to go 
out with a bang; it was a good one,” 
said senior Bailey Erikson.
     Although there was not an admis-
sion fee to watch the game, concessions 
were available for purchase from the 
cheerleading team, and money dona-
tions were also accepted for the Red-
forEd campaign that occurred during 
that period of time. 
    Although the juniors lost, some of 
them took this as a learning experience 
for next year.
   “Honestly, we were just out there to 
have fun, and it’s all good. We just had 
fun. And the way we played, I’m pretty 
proud of it. Either way, we’re going 
to come back next year,” said junior 
Kevina Collins.

No powder puffs here
Girls play competitive game of football

             Photo by Joann Chang
The juniors’ defense prevents a senior offender from scoring a touchdown in a close game 
that went into overtime. The senior girls pulled out the win after over 40 minutes of play.

Photo courtesy April Kozubal
History teacher April Kozubal organizes 
educational trips to Europe each year for 
interested students. This summer she is taking 
students to Scotland, Wales and England.

   Volleypalooza is an annual middle school volleyball tournament hosted by Iron-
wood Ridge. This is the 14th year the seventh and eighth graders from middle schools 
around Tucson came to the Nighthawk gym to participate. This tournament is a 
chance for middle school athletes to get a feel for playing in a high school setting. 
   “My favorite part was being able to play in the high school gym. It was a nice change 
from playing in the Wilson gym. Also, getting to play with all of my friends was fun,” 
said Malia Toia, eighth grader at Wilson K-8.

Photo courtesy Paulinna Robles 
Left to right: Sophomores Allison Cherrington, Rachel Hirschfeld, Kayla Keith, Megan Hawkins, 
Mia Welch, Katie Jeffers, and Shana Brown pose after the dodgeball game but before the Glo 
Dance on May 11. They’re showing ‘L’s, signifying the big loss they took at the tournament, but 
their smiling faces show they had a great time.

Teacher brings history to life

14th annual Volleypalooza excites

Sydney Snyder
Beginning Reporter     

     The whistle blows, and the sound of 
shoes squeak across the gym floor. Play-
ers sprint towards the half court line to 
grab a dodgeball. It’s game on.
     For some, the word “Dodgeball” in-
vokes some pretty strong feelings about 
recess in elementary school or the gym 
class activity for the day.  
     For many Nighthawks, however, 
Dodgeball means excitement. 
     The annual dodgeball tournament 
was held May 11 in the main gym. 
     “This tournament is unique to 
Ironwood because it’s been a tradition 
we have had for a long time, and the 
students really look forward to it,” said 
Brent Spencer, assistant principal.

     There were four courts available and 
two teams on a single court. After play-
ing, each team was ranked and either 
qualified or disqualified. Disqualified 
teams were relegated to the exhibition 
matches, which were matches among 
the disqualified teams.
     “The best part of the tournament was 
seeing people dressed up and going cra-
zy,” said Mason Whitaker, sophomore.
     Teams who won the tournament ad-
vanced to the championship. There were 
five games, and the best three of the five 
games won the championship game.
     “Trust Us, We’re Doctors” and 
“Feeling Tropical” were the teams that 
went to finals. Through determination, 
sweat, and perseverance, the winners of 
the tournament were “Trust Us, We’re 
Doctors.”

Photo by Maddie Toia



Taylor Ernzen 
Business Editor

     With summer on the horizon, 
everyone is gearing up for their 
summer plans. As you’re sitting by 
the pool on a lazy afternoon, why 
not pick up one of these fabulous 
books? 

1. “Scythe”
      Neal Shusterman 
     Scythe, the first book 
in the “Arc of a Scythe” 
series, paints a dystopian 
future where everything 
is too good to be true. 
A world without danger 
is overrun with humans, creating a 
population too big to handle. 
     In order to keep the population in 
control, Scythes are created. They are 
the only ones who can take life. Citra 
and Rowan are chosen to be apprentices 
to a Scythe, which means they will have 
to master the job of taking life, knowing 
the consequences of failure. 

2. “Ready Player One” 
       Ernest Cline

     For those who have 
already seen the movie, 
take the time to read the 
book. A few details are 
different; for instance, the 
second key challenge from 
the movie isn’t the same in 
the book. “Ready Player 

One” is filled with little “easter eggs” 
that take the reader back to the 80’s and 
90’s, which are the best decades. 
     With an action packed storyline and 
lovable characters, this novel will be 
sure to mesmerize readers of all ages.

3. “Nightshade” 
       Andrea Cremer
     The first book in 
the bestselling series, 
“Nightshade” tells the story 
of werewolf Calla Tor and 
her fate. She has always 
known one day she will be the mate 
of alpha wolf Ren Laroche, and by his 
side, they will protect their pack. 
     That is until the day she saves a 
cute human hiker, and that breaks the 
master’s laws. 
     Calla begins to question the only 
world she has ever known, including 
who she is, and leading to the ultimate 
question; is forbidden love worth losing 
everything -- including your life?

4. “Grasshopper Jungle” 
       Andrew A. Smith
     Science fiction, comedy, 
romance are in this novel. 
     Two boys in a small 
town in Iowa release a 
menacing army of six-
foot-tall preying mantises, 
who are only interested in 

mating with one another while causing 
destruction to everything. 
     With humor and possible romance in 
this bug-infested setting, “Grasshopper 
Jungle” is guaranteed to excite and 
disgust you at the same time.

5. “Saint Anything” 
       Sarah Dessen
     After her brother caused 
an accident by driving 
drunk and paralyzing the 
person in the other car, 
Sydney is left behind by her parents as 
they focus on her brother. Sydney is 
forced to endure a new life altogether 
until she meets siblings Layla and Mac 
Chatham whose family owns a pizzeria 
near their school. They share the 
hardships of broken families and give 
each other strength.
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Aubrey Pettitt
Beginning Reporter

With any one of these addicting series, 
you are sure to waste a week of your 
summer-- in the best way possible. 

Friends 
Over the course of 10 years, six 
20-something-year-olds with an un-
breakable bond go through family, love, 
drama, friendship and comedy. 
(10 Seasons)

The Office
This series captures the everyday lives 
of office employees in Scranton, Penn-
sylvania. This “documentary” is filmed 
in a single-camera setup without a stu-
dio audience or laugh track. (9 seasons)

Riverdale 
Based on the Archie comic strips - but 
not. Archie, Jughead, Veronica and 
Betty live in Riverdale, which is com-
plicated, and the teens investigate the 
murder of one of their own in this dark 
twist on a classic comic. (2 Seasons)

Black Mirror 
This short series has a completely new 
cast and different story line every epi-
sode.This is one of those shows where 
after you finish an episode, you just 
have to sit there for a couple of minutes 
in awe of what you just watched. 
It’s that good. (4 Seasons) 

New Girl 
A bubbly offbeat teacher moves into a 
loft with three strangers after finding out 
her boyfriend cheated on her. 
(7 Seasons)

Arrested Development 
A widower with a 13-year-old son is 
forced to keep his large and dysfunc-
tional family together after his father is 
arrested. (4 Seasons)

Pretty Little Liars 
The series follows the lives of four 
girls whose clique falls apart after the 
disappearance of their leader. “Never 
trust a pretty girl with an ugly secret.” 
(7 Seasons)

How I Met Your Mother 
Every 22-minute episode in this nine-
season series, is narrated by Ted Mosby 
as he tells his children the story of how 
he met their mother. (9 Seasons)

Grey’s Anatomy 
The main character Meredith Grey and 
her co-workers give an insight into the 
running of a hospital and how they deal 
with love, death and grief in the midst 
of saving lives. Mid way through this 
series, you’ll be convinced that becom-
ing a surgeon is easy. (14 Seasons)

On My Block  
This coming of age comedy series fol-
lows four friends as they navigate a high 
school full of  gangs and drama. 
(1 Season)

Lost In Space
Based on a 50’s tv show, this series fol-
lows the Robinson family after crash-
landing on an alien planet, fighting 
against all odds to survive and escape. 
(1 Season)

TV shows worth the watch
during long days of summer

Personal spa days at home

5 novels to 
take poolside

Curly Hair

     SheaMoisture Coconut & Hibiscus 
 Curl and Style Milk
     Miss Jessie’s Pillow Soft Curls
     Carol’s Daughter Black Vanilla 
 Leave-In Conditioner 
     Curls Blueberry Bliss Curl Control Jelly 
     DevaCurl The Curl Maker Spray Gel

Sydney Snyder
Beginning Reporter

● Skin is the largest organ in the body. 
● Not only is it the largest organ in the 
body, but is home to millions of different 
types of bacteria. 
● Skin renews itself every 28 days with 
healthier vitamins A,D,C, and E.
● Too much sun exposure can lead to 
cancer. 
● Every minute your skin sheds over 
30,000 dead cells. 
● Skin color is the result of a protein called 
melanin. 
● The average adult’s skin weighs 20 
pounds, or the average of one pug. 
● The skin around your eyes is the thinnest 
on your body. 
● It’s best to moisturize skin while it is still 
wet.

Top 5 Hair Products to 
Improve Summer Hair

Peppermint Sugar Body Scrub

  2 cups     White Granulated Sugar
  ¼ cup       Coconut or Almond Oil
  ¼ cup       Peppermint Essential Oil
  ¼ cup       Raspberry or 
  Pomegranate juice

     Mix the Almond / Coconut oil with the 
sugar. Add in a few drops of peppermint oil 
along with the pomegranate raspberry juice.

Green Tea Scrub

 1 Tbsp            Matcha Green Tea Powder
 ½ cup         Sugar
 1 Tbsp         Avocado Oil
 5-10 drops   Essential Oils (optional)
 One            Green Tea Bag

    Mix sugar and matcha green tea powders    
together. Add avocado oil and stir thorough-
ly. Cut open the green tea bag and continue 
to mix. Apply to skin in rubbing motion, and 
then proceed to wash off with warm water.

Oatmeal Coconut Cookie Scrub
  ½ cup           Oatmeal
  1 Tbsp                    Brown Sugar
  2 Tbsp                    Sugar
  1 tsp                       Baking Soda
  6 Tbsp                    Coconut Oil

     Combine oatmeal and other dry ingre-
dients, then add coconut oil (liquid form). 
Apply to skin in rubbing motion, and then 
proceed to wash off with warm water.

Yogurt and Honey Hair Mask
 ½ cup                   Yogurt
 ¼ cup                   Honey
 2 Tbsp                  Olive Oil

Stir all of the ingredients together until well 
mixed. Apply to scalp and hair for 30 min-
utes, and then wash as usual.

Straight Hair
     American Crew Styling Gel
     It’s a 10 gel, Firm Hold, Miracle
     John Frieda Frizz-Ease Expert 
 Finish Polishing System
     Paul Mitchell Awapuhi Moisture Mist
     Bumble and Bumble Surf Infusion

Wavy Hair 
     DevaCurl Touchable Curl Definer
     Captain Blankenship’s Mermaid 
 Sea Salt Spray
     Davines Defining Invisible Styling Creme
     Vidal Sassoon Pro Series 
 Color Protect Spray
     Not Your Mother’s Beach Babe 
    Texturizing Cream

Here are some DIY body scrubs
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Aubrey Pettitt
Beginning Reporter

Escape the blazing heat in these 
upcoming months and watch one of 
these many blockbusters in a cool 
and air conditioned theater. 

Deadpool 2, May 18 
If Ryan Reynolds is in it, there’s no excuse not to 
watch.

Solo: A Star Wars Story, May 25 
     The legacy continues. In this movie, we get 
to meet a young Han Solo, played by the up and 
coming Alden Ehrenreich.

Hereditary, June 8 
     People are already calling it the scariest movie 
of the year. Start preparing yourselves now.

Oceans 8, June 8
     A criminal mastermind and seven female 
thieves, including Rihanna and Anne Hathaway, 
try to pull off the heist of the century. 
     Their target - a necklace worth more than 
$150 million.

Incredibles 2,  
June 15 
     Remember 2004? 
The time in your child-
hood, when you didn’t 
have to stress about 
finals or prom and your 
only worry was when 
your parents were 
going to take you to 
the theater to see this 
amazing Pixar gem. 
     Well, it’s time for the sequel. 

Jurassic World: A Fallen Kingdom,  
June 22 
     Chris Pratt and Jeff Goldblum. Enough said. 

Mission: Impossible Fallout,  July 27
     The 6th Mission Impos-
sible, in which 55-year-old 
Tom Cruise is still climbing 
mountains without ropes. 
     It was in this movie that 
Tom shattered his ankle while 
doing a stunt jumping from 
one building to another. 

Christopher Robin, 
Aug. 3  
     Winnie the Pooh fans can 
enjoy the Disney phenom-
enon of Pooh and his friends 
as they reunite with their old pal, Christopher 
Robin - who is now an adult. 

Slender Man, Aug. 24
     Terror strikes when four teenage girls decide 
to lure the tall, thin and horrifying figure known as 
Slender Man. 

Movies heat up theaters this summer

Aubrey Pettitt
Beginning Reporter 

Throwbacks 
     The 2000’s are an iconic era for music. 
Although we were young, the songs we 
sang are on everybody’s playlist now. 
Throwback songs are a crucial and essen-
tial part of summer. 

California Girls, Katy Perry 

We Found Love, Rihanna 
Stronger, Kanye West
Starships, Nicki Minaj 

Beautiful Girls, Sean Kingston 
Kiss Me Thru The Phone, Soulja Boy

Umbrella, Rihanna  
Fergalicious, Fergie 

Hey There Delilah, Plain White T’s
Waterfalls, TLC

Pool Party
     Summer calls for pool parties to beat 
the heat, and pool parties call for the best 
songs to belt out with your friends.  

Work, Rihanna 
Gold Digger, Kanye West
The Weekend, SZA 

Want to Want Me, Jason Derulo 
One Dance, Drake 

Best Life, Cardi B, Chance The Rapeer
Nice For What, Drake 

Coaster, Khalid 
End Of Discussion, Rich The Kid

Guatemala, Swae Lee

Feels
     New or old, everyone has those 
songs that transport them to a particular 
memory or time that just really gets you in 
your feels.

 
Focus, H.E.R.

Come and See Me, PARTYNEXTDOOR
Right My Wrongs, Bryson Tiller 

Hurt To Look, Swae Lee & Rae Sremmurd
Try Me,  the Weeknd

Kevins Heart, J.Cole
 Call Me, NAV 

Teenage Fever, Drake 
Loving U, 6LACK

One Night Only, Sonder

Roadtrip  
     Whether you’re going to California 
with your family or to Phoenix with your 
friends, here are a few songs to make the 

long car ride not so bad.

Peaches, In The Valley Below 
Summer Bummer,  

Lana Del Rey, A$AP Rocky

Sky Walker, Miguel 
Go Outside, Cults

The Less I Know The Better, Tame Impala 
Life is a Highway, Rascal Flatts

Ride Slow, Russ 
Sunroof, Boogie 

Bad Habits, THEY. 
Call Out My Name, The Weeknd

The Ways, Khalid and Swae Lee

Summer Playlists 101

Aubrey Pettitt
Beginning Reporter

Summers can be oh-so-boring -- even 
if you just play “Fortnite” all the time. 
Get out and DO something people.

Sabino Canyon 
     If you need a break from Netflix and 
your bed, go for a hike in the Catalina 
Foothills at Sabino Canyon to get some 
sun and workout. 

Top Golf 
     Have some food and bring some cash 
because even if you can't even put-put, 
watching your friends fail miserably at 
hitting a golf ball is worth something.  

Concerts 
     Drive up to Phoenix for a concert. 
Kevin Hart is performing on July 1 and 
Post Malone on June 19. 

Flagstaff Extreme
Located in Fort Tuthill County Park, 

climb and swing through the Ponderosa 
pines and see the Arizona Forest from a 

squirrels perspective.  

Mount Lemmon 
     Drive up to Mount Lemmon to take 
cool pictures at the Cookie Cabin, ex-
plore the trails, visit the gift shop or ride 
the ski lift.  

FoodInRoot
     On Saturdays and Sundays in St. 
Philips Plaza, located at River and 
Campbell, people come to enjoy food, 
art, jewelry and more in this weekly 
farmer’s market. 

Honey Bee Canyon and Park
     Get out of the house, take cute 
pictures, and ride your bike or take a 
hike on this beautiful trail located near 
Rancho Vistoso.

Downtown Tucson
     Spot graffiti, shops and food trucks 
for a fun day out in downtown Tucson. 
Fourth Avenue is supposed to be one of 
the best streets to visit down there.  
 

Get a Job 
     To get some extra cash you can do 
simple jobs around your community like 
dog sitting, baby sitting, being a camp 
counselor or lifeguard. 
     The list goes on and on. 

Volunteer
     To add some activities to your col-
lege resume that impress, volunteer at 
an animal shelter or retirement home 
this summer. 
     The Ben's Bells Foundation is 
always seeking volunteers to help with 
the making of the Ben's Bells and Kind-
ness Coins.  

Breaking 
Boredom 
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Remembering favorite memories of 2018

“Playing       
basketball with 
my friends and 
being able to 

represent myself 
and the school.”

Bryant Anderson
Senior

Lauren Boyer
Senior

Cory Buechler
Senior

Rylee Sanchez
Senior

Jrue Jantz
Senior

Jenna Spahr
Senior

“Friday night 
lights were so fun 
-- being able to 
be a senior babe 
and cheering with 
my friends at the 

games.”

“All the late 
night fishing with 
friends and the 
wild weekends 

with the 
baseball boys.”

“Hanging out with 
friends on the 
weekends and 
running through 
the desert with 

my girls.”

“Winning my 
last volleyball 

home game and      
celebrating with 

my team.”

“Going to all the 
football games 
and being able 
to dance all the 
sidelines for the 
Pomline team.”

“Thinking that 
sometimes you 
think you won’t 
make it and 

you cry a little, but 
then you remem-
ber, everyone else 
is going through 

it too.”

Isabella Santavicca
Junior

Evan Gilbert
Junior

Talie Taylor
Junior

Tommy O’Halloran & 
Chase Kotke 

Juniors

Alex Perez
Junior

Levi White
Junior

“I would have 
told the office 

about the rattle-
snake I stepped 
on, but I was too 

hungry.”

“The Red for Ed 
movement. Our 
teachers deserve 
more and our schools 
need more funding. 
As a student, I sup-
port the whole move-
ment because I am 
the future of Arizona.”

“Having 
sammy time            

before chemistry       
everyday.”

“Powder Puff. 
Every practice 

was a blast, and 
the game was 
really exciting.”

“Having fun 
at the football 

games and get-
ting to hang out 
with the SROs.”

“All of the new 
people I met and 
all of the new 

friends I made.”

Tyler Albertazzi
Sophomore

Ashley Horger
Sophomore

Max Vernon
Sophomore

          Bethany Felix 
Sophomore

Tanner Roberts
Sophomore

Shania Disbrow
Sophomore

“All of the      
seniors in the 
drama depart-
ment and all of 

my current teach-
ers I have now.”

“All of the great 
teachers I had 
this year, and 
I’m going to 

miss being an         
underclassman.” 

“I’m moving 
schools next 
year, so I’m 
going to miss 

all of my class-
mates and my art 

class.”

“All of my friends 
in my classes 

and beng able to 
compete at state 

for lacrosse.”

“All of the senior 
soccer players 

and the teachers 
that I’m not go-
ing to have next 

year.”

“Finding out what 
people are really 
like on the inside, 
and learning that 
you can’t trust a 
lot of people.”

Jenna Swierczewski
Freshman

Nolan Bates
Freshman

Alyssa Baio
Freshman

Shane Mathesien
Freshman

Eliza Morrison
Freshman

Reyes Flores
Freshman

 “My favorite 
memory was 
definitely the 

dances.”

“Getting to 
know everyone 
and meeting all 
the awesome    
teachers.”

“My favor-
ite memories 
at Ironwood          

definitely come 
from the people 
iIve met here, 
great teachers 
like Mrs. Acker-
man, and track.”

“Taking pictures 
at formal and the 
pep rally before 

formal.”

“The first day 
and getting 

to see all my 
friends again.”
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Seniors share post 
high school plans

“I am going to get an 
apartment with three 
of my best friends, 

and we are all going 
to attend Pima.”

Jordan Kroeger
Senior

Mariska Ross
Senior

Luke Singer
Senior

“I am going to be 
kayaking in Alaska 
until October 2.”

“Being a bum under 
the bridge”

Nighthawks plan 
exciting summer

“I’m going to play 
baseball in a college 
up in Pennsylvania. 

I’ll probably stay after 
the fact for two years 
or less, and then to 
wherever baseball 

takes me.”

Ethan Cotner
Senior

Taylee Sweet
Senior

Thomas Crosby
Senior

“I’m going to NAU 
in the fall and won’t 
continue to swim. I’m 
majoring in exercise 

science and minoring in 
Spanish, and then I’ll 
go to grad school for 
occupational therapy.” 

“My plans after high 
school are to go to 

China for the first three 
weeks of June. For 
college, I’m going to 
go to ASU next year, 
and I’m going to major 
in civil engineering.”

“I am going to work 
over summer and 

then go to college at 
GCU.”

Meagan Gutierrez
Senior

Nic Kle� 
Senior

Sophia Franklin
Senior

“Instead of working 
part time, I’m going 
to increase my hours 
at work and work full 

time.”

“I am going to New 
York to audition for 

the summer.”

“I plan on going on 
a senior trip with my 
friends, and for the 
fall, I plan on at-

tending Utah Valley 
University to study 
something in the 
medical field.”

Bri� any Harn
Senior

Michael Babyak
Senior

Karissa Kusaj
Senior

“I’ll be working at 
Chipotle and planning 
for Pima Community 

College.”

“I will be working over 
the summer to save up 
money for college, and 
I’m hoping to also go 

on a senior trip with my 
friends. In the fall, I will 
attend NAU and major 

in health science.”

“I’m going to a camp 
with my friends. Also 
I am just going to 

hang out.”

Cael Jaruis
Freshman

Hailey Gray
Junior

Deven Calhoun
Sophomore

“I’m going to North 
Carolina to celebrate 
my grandpa’s 90th 
birthday and plan-

ning on attending the 
StuGo conference.”

“I am going to put in 
a lot of hours at Oro 
Valley Aquatics Cen-
ter, and I am going 

to practice for football 
with the school.”

“I am going to Mexico 
and California twice -- 
once with my friends 
to do mountain biking 
and the other time 
with my family.”

Jalen Po� er
Sophomore

Katie Pra� -Ferguson
Junior

Jake Whitehouse
Freshman

“I’m going to celebrate 
my sister Erica’s 

birthday -- she’s go-
ing to be 13 soon, 
and celebrate my 
birthday, too [and] 

make pizzas at 
home.”

“This summer I have 
three-hour football 

practices.”

“I’m getting my wisdom 
teeth out -- it’s go-

ing to be a great start. 
Then a couple camps 
for StuGo and Young 
Life..the Student Gov-
ernment conference...
then off to New York.”

Gabbi Figueroa
Sophomore

Tarriq Thompson
Junior

Kiera Gassen
Freshman

“I am probably going to 
play video games and 

spend some quality time 
with my boyfriend. I also 
am going to get a job at 
the movie theater at Oro 
Valley Market Place. We 
don’t like traveling, so 
we [have] nothing else 

planned.”

“I’m going to do my 
summer reading for 
English. I’m also 
going to Universal 

Studios and am going 
to hang out with my 

friends.”

“Summer school. I 
am taking chemistry 

at CDO to get ahead. 
I am excited about 
it, and maybe I’ll do 
some athletic activity 

to get better.”

Cecelia Sicklebower
Sophomore

Jonathan Pi� s
Junior

Amanda Lerner
Freshman

“First I’m going to Boys 
State in Flagstaff, then 
West Point for one week, 
and a naval academy 
another week. Then I’m 
going to come back to help 
with the StuGo conference, 
[and] then sailing in the 
Caribbean for two weeks.”

“I am going to France, 
then Europe and then 

to California. We will be 
going to Disneyland for 
the fifth time this year. 
J/K. All I’m doing is 

staying home and chill-
ing with my family.”
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Kat Tarro
Assistant Editor

Aries: Mar. 21 - Apr. 19
     You may feel unappreciated, but 
remember you’re more valuable than 
you feel. People need you because 
you’re able to do things they can’t, 
won’t or never will; bear that in mind.

Taurus: Apr. 20 - May 20
     You’ve been working hard to try to 
achieve your goals, and it will all start to 
pay off soon. Keep at it! You’ve got this.

Gemini: May 21 - June 20
     Everything is going to work out! 
Change is good, so don’t worry too 
much about any major changes coming 
up in your life. It’s for the best.

Cancer: June 21 - July 22
     Try not to let everything get to you. 
You’re not going to gain anything from 
being upset or offended; just breathe 
and move on. Everything will be okay.
 
Leo: July 23 - Aug. 22
     It’s time to buckle down. You’ve 
been coasting for a while, and you’re 
this close to getting what you want.

Virgo: Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
     Your willingness to step up to the 
plate is one of your best qualities. 
You’ve got some enormous shoes to fill, 
so it’s a good thing you’ve got big feet. 

Libra:  Sept. 23 - Oct. 22
     While school is important, it isn’t 
all that matters. Don’t put too much 

pressure on yourself to be perfect; 
working yourself to death in the name 
of your GPA isn’t going to be worth it in 
the long run. Try to relax. 

Scorpio: Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
     Try not to be too overbearing with 
your family and friends. They know you 
love them, but sometimes your care can 
be a little much. Ease off just a bit.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
     Make sure that you’re trying to take 
care of yourself; this means being on top 
of your work, staying hydrated, eating 
right, and getting eight or more hours of 
sleep a night. 
     You’ll be so much less stressed and a 
lot happier. 

Capricorn: Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
     It’s time for some self-reflection, 
Capricorn. Are the choices you’re 
making in your best interest? Think both 
short and long term. Try to stay positive.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
     You may have made some rash 
decisions due to high emotions; 
maybe it’s time to take a step back and 
reconsider. 
     It’s probably not too late to fix 
everything, however.

Pisces: Feb. 19 - Mar. 20
Your friends are incredibly lucky to 
have you, and you care about them a lot. 
     You always come first, though, so 
make sure you’re okay before you stand 
in as a therapist for anyone else.

Horoscopes predict a bright summer for all

Taylor Ernzen 
Business Editor
      
     It’s that time of the year again. 
     Sun’s out; swimming in the pool and 
eating cold desserts consume our every 
thought. 
     During the summer in Arizona, 
nearly everyone has a tan. 
     It’s the natural look in the desert. 
     The golden bronze that everyone 
strives to achieve is hard for some, easy 
for others, but dangerous for the skin.
    This is why people should do spray 
tan. 
     It’s safe for everyone, with minimum 
side effects on the skin. 
       Let’s think about the side effects of 
staying out all day in the blazing sun.
     For all the fair lad’s, such as myself, 
we most likely will achieve the lobster 
sunburn. 
     We can already feel and smell the 
Aloe Vera, which is no fun to put on-- 
just ask anyone whose used the green 
menacing goo.  
     Also, if you can tan easily, you might 
come out with a harsher look than you 
were hoping for, which takes forever to 
go away. 
     Ruined pictures, awkward cloth-
ing, and those dreadful tan lines are the 
unfortunate results.
     There’s also skin cancer, which can 
come at any age if sunscreen isn’t used 
properly. 
     Do you really want to have skin can-
cer all because you wanted your skin to 
look a little darker for a few weeks? 
     There is also the fact that the more 
exposure to the sun, the greater risk of 
having that leathery, old skin look in 
later life. 
    Spray tan. It is safe; you can choose 
your shade and have fun while doing so. 
     When you’re done with it, just wait  
a few days for it to naturally fade away. 
     The spray usually contains dihy-

droxyacetone, which when used cor-
rectly, is safe for skin. 
     However, talk to a consultant at the 
tanning salon to find out what other 
materials are in their spray to make sure 
you won’t have a reaction. 
    Remember that one “Friends” episode 
with the spray tan? 
     The one where Ross’s spraying goes 
south, giving him a shade that makes 
him blend with fried chicken nuggets? 
     Of course that’s everyone’s worst 
nightmare, but understand that the in-
stances where that actually happens are 
far and few between. 
     The people working are equipped 
with training to make sure your appoint-
ment goes smoothly.  
      Go to your nearest tanning salon, 
choose a shade, and get ready to have 
golden hour selfie’s at any time. 
     There are several options here in 
Arizona, so just book an appointment. 
Ask friends for recommendations if you 
are concerned about where to go.  
     Don’t waste your time worrying 
about the possibility of getting sunburnt, 
those stupid tan lines, or getting more 
tan than you actually want to be.
    While this might seem like a hassle, 
consider the alternative. 
       Sun tanning requires sitting outside 
for hours, getting dehydrated, and hav-
ing to deal with the long term effects 
later on. 
     Why? 
     Because you didn’t want to cough up 
$30? 
    Hundreds of celebrities also do spray 
tanning: Miley Cyrus, Selena Gomez, 
Zac Efron, Lea Michele, Bradley 
Cooper, Demi Lovato and others play it 
safe. 
     Spray tanning is overall safer for the 
body. 
     Have fun with your friends by the 
pool while showing off the smart, safe, 
fashionable choice of a spray tan. 

1. What is your favorite color?                 
    a) Green b) Blue
    c) Yellow     d) Orange
2. How close are you and your family?                                      
    a) I like spending time with them. 
    b) I love them more than anything. 
    c) I prefer spending time with friends. 
    d) We could stand to get along better.
3. What’s your favorite drink?                 
    a) Smoothie b) Hot Cocoa                   
    c) Lemonade  d) Coffee

4. Where is your next vacation?           
    a) Dublin  b) London                            
    c) Hawaii  d) Boston
5. How full is your schedule?      
    a) Sort of full, no overlaps though. 
    b) Almost empty.
    c) I don’t remember to update. 
    d) I am so busy I am going to die. 
6. How do you like to watch movies?                                    
    a) In a theater     b) With family   
    c) With friends  d)  Alone 

Personality Quiz: Which season suits you?

Final spirit week, assembly of year

Alyssa Woods
Beginning Reporter

     Each year seniors look forward to 
Project Grad. This year is no exception. 
     In the previous years, students 
enjoyed casino games, DJs, laser tag, 
gaming trailers, henna tattoos, salons, 
massages, and ziplining. They filled 
their stomachs with Panda Express, Ol-
ive Garden, gelato, pastries, and dipping 
treats in chocolate fountains.
     This year’s theme is Fast Pass, and 
while the activities are a secret and kept 
under lock and key, seniors can expect 
to enjoy the parent-organized evening of 
fun, festivities, friends, and food. 
     Senior Aaron Valenzuela is look-
ing forward to spending time with his 
friends at Project Grad after the senior 
class graduates on the football field with 

family and friends in attendance.
     “I’m excited to spend a night with all 
my closest friends before we part ways 
in college,” said Valenzuela. 
     Setup for this special senior event 
will begin May 18 and continue until 
the evening of the event on May 22.
     Tickets can be purchased on the 
Project Grad website, the morning of 
graduation practice, or at the entrance of 
Project Grad. They are also available for 
purchase at the bookstore for $75. 
     For those who cannot afford the cost 
of a ticket, scholarships are available, as 
Project Grad coordinators do not want 
any seniors to be left out for financial 
reasons.
     “We want to make it possible for 
every senior student that can, to go,” 
said Dan Fapp, Project Grad parent 
volunteer.

Burning questions answered about 
achieving summer’s best, safest tan

Seniors party on campus after graduation

Cayla Santos
Beginning Reporter

     Spirit weeks are designed to show 
school spirit in fun ways.
     The last spirit week of the year was 
Apr. 16-20, the final pep assembly was 
held on Apr. 20, and prom was held at 
the El Conquistador on Apr. 21.
     Students decked themselves out in 
clothing and graphic t-shirts of cartoons 
from the 2000s on Monday, supported 
their colleges and future careers on 
Tuesday, hid their bed head with zany 
hats on Wednesday, proclaimed their 
patriotic love on Thursday, and ended 
the week with school colors to fight for 
the spirit stick at the assembly.
     “Spirit week was a fun idea. Some 
of the themes were hard to dress up as, 
but it’s all part of the fun,” said Jessica 
Hernandez, freshman.
     There were various activities at the 
pep assembly, including dodgeball, 
goldfish pong, and dance offs. There 
were strong performances by the cheer-
leaders and pom line, and the assembly 
ended with the battle for the spirit stick. 

     Although the junior class made a 
valiant attempt while doing the unpre-
dicted – the entire class was perfectly 
quiet instead of cheering – the senior 
class who proved triumphant in showing 
their spirit by the sheer volume of their 
screams and chants. 
     “The pep assembly was a lot of fun 
when we got to throw glitter and paper,” 
said Hernandez. 
      Prom nominees were announced 
during the pep assembly. 
     Greg Parroni and Sophia Franklin, 
seniors, were crowned Prom King and 
Queen. Other contenders for King were 
Noah Pallanes, Royal Miller, and Diego 
Limon. Competing for the Queen’s 
crown were Marisca Ross, Jenna Sparr, 
and Vanessa Molina. 
     Prom’s Prince and Princess were Mia 
Burrous and CJ Mustain, juniors. 
     “Diamonds Galore” was the prom 
theme, and attendees enjoyed desserts 
while they danced the evening away.
     Senior Emeline Rhoads. “I had a 
wonderful night with my friends, and it 
was a memory from senior year that was 
one for the books.”

Mostly As: You’re spring! Your bubbly personality is enviable. You’re a very amicable 
person with a close knit friend group.
Mostly Bs: You’re winter! Although you thrive in cold weather, it doesn’t mean you’re 
a cold person. You have a very warm heart.      
Mostly Cs: You’re summer! You’re a happy person who warms the room when you 
walk in. Your sunny smile is one of your best traits; people love spending time with you.
Mostly Ds: You’re autumn! Spending time in coffee shops with a good book or two is 
your idea of a good time. There’s nothing wrong with solitude, in your opinion. You’re 
a particularly busy person.

     At the third 
and last pep 
assembly of the 
year, Pom and 
Cheer per-
formed. Students 
enjoyed showing 
their spirit as 
they dressed up 
for each of the 
themed days, 
and the seniors 
continued the tra-
dition of winning 
the coveted spirit 
stick even though 
the freshman and 
junior classes 
made efforts to 
dethrone them. 
     The week of 
festivities ended 
with prom and 
the crowning of 
royalty.

Photo by Cayla 
Santos



Larsen Riley / Sean O’Meara
Beginning Reporter / 
Entertainment Editor

     It all started in the small African city 
of Ebangalakata, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC), when one tiny 
insect brought immeasurable terror to 
the completely innocent citizens living 
in the country. Over many years, this 
arthropodic nightmare multiplied and 
terrorized the local people, bringing 
diseases such as malaria, dengue, West 
Nile virus, and yellow fever. 
     The Congolese people have been 
dealing with this insect and its reign of 
terror since the birth of their nation.
     The DRC has tried many things to 
get rid of these blood-sucking menaces. 
     Their first attempt was the 
implementation of bug spray back 
in 2013, but due to the lack of any 
economy whatsoever, only President 
Joseph Kabila’s bodyguards could 
afford to be armed properly.
     The only other solution the DRC 
could see was the complete elimination 
of all water sources in the nation. This 
approach seemed promising at first, but 
the Congolese government soon began 
receiving complaints of people allegedly 
“dying of thirst.”
     These complaints were initially 
ignored by Congolese officials, 
but public pressure soon forced the 
government to reopen all three of its 
water pipes.
     A few days after the incident, 
President Kabila held a public 
conference to apologize to the public.
     “We have discovered that water 
may be vital to the survival of human 
beings,” said President Kabila. “We 
wish to express our concern for our 
citizens and share what we have learned 
from this tragedy with the world.”
     Now the mosquito-infested country 
is turning to the United Nations for help. 
     When a Congolese delegate 
addressed the UN General Assembly in 

an emergency session, he described the 
plight of his nation and all of Africa. 
Many solutions were proposed and 
resolutions were drafted to address this 
crisis. 
     The United States offered to 
expand its President’s Malaria 
Initiative to include the DRC among 
its membership. The initiative has 
already helped ensure households in 
underdeveloped nations are properly 
equipped with chemical deterrents and 
swatting implements to combat the 
mosquito forces.
     Japan proposed the use of their 
highly controversial program Zeroing 
Infections that Kill Africans (ZIKA). 
Much of the assembly held concerns 
about the uncontrollable nature of the 
program, stating that it could very 
quickly get out of control even under 
particularly harsh restrictions.
     The final resolution proposed to the 
General Assembly on this pressing issue 
was presented by the prominent power 
of Greenland.
     The solution to this problem: 
Mosquito Police.
     At the conclusion of this emergency 
session, the resolution presented by 
Greenland passed 192-1, with the only 
voting member against the resolution 
being the DRC. The resolution also 
“declares a formal state of war against 
mosquitos on behalf of the world and 
the human race at large.”
     The international reaction has been 
positive as expected. Governments and 
peoples of the world celebrated and 
rejoiced in the “end of worldly troubles” 
with parades and festivals nearly every 
day last week.
     American billionaire Elon Musk has 
not only expressed his gratitude and 
joy, but has already made a pledge to 
the UN. Musk has pledged to arm every 
member of the Congolese Mosquito 
Police Department (CMPD) with Musk-
brand flamethrowers by 2019.
     “We’re going to make it happen. As 

God as my bloody witness, I’m hell-
bent on making it work,” said Musk. 
     As of now, Musk-brand 
flamethrowers have armed 700,000 
soldiers in the DRC. Mosquito police 
squads are currently split into squads of 
six: two officers bearing flamethrowers 
and four support units armed with sticks 
and leaves for fly swatters and what 
little bug spray could be salvaged.
     So far, the CMPD has killed about 
20,000 mosquitos and approximately 
35% of all the DRC’s flora. The 
uncontrolled fires throughout the 
country have also effectively tripled the 
nation’s carbon footprint.
     Aside from the impressive amount of 
effort used to eradicate this pest, there 
have been reports of multiple tragedies 
due to the misuse of flamethrowers. 
About 475 reported cases of 
hospitalized civilians with severe burns 
and mosquito borne illnesses. 
     “When I saw the mustard-yellow 
hazmat suits coming around the corner, 
I first thought to myself, ‘My prayers 
have been answered. The terror that the 
mosquitos have brought to my family 
is going to end,’” said Caroline Scott, 

a doctor stationed in the DRC working 
with Doctors Without Borders.  “I could 
feel my blood boiling with joy, but I 
soon realized that it was just boiling 
from the extreme temperatures of my 
flaming clothes.”
     The United Nations has been notified 
about the reports of flamethrower 
misuse and has told the public to not 
worry because “these are professionals 
with several months of training.”
      After the comment from the UN, 
the Congolese were outraged. Not only 
were the mosquito police burning down 
houses and villages, they even burned 
down the UN office located within 
the country. About a week after then 
UN made that comment, the reports of 
uncontrolled fires in the country tripled.
      The DRC has submitted many 
complaints to the UN in hopes of 
getting the mosquito police out of their 
country. 
       “I would much rather have this 
country infested with mosquitos than 
with these imperialist Americans and 
their flamethrowers,” President Kabila 
stated in a nationwide press conference 
in the country.

                                                            11Iron Quill |Editorials                                   May 2018

Humor Me: Attempts to control mosquitos takes toll on civilians

Sean O’Meara
Entertainment Editor

     Mental health and wellbeing has 
become a prominent topic in the United 
States in recent years, and an important 
question has been brought to light: 
Should mental healthcare be required?
     As the situation stands, seeking 
medical opinion or treatment on 
potential mental health issues is 
completely the choice of the individual, 
but is this the way it should be? 
     Mental healthcare would require 
individuals to regularly see a 
psychologist or otherwise make 
appointments with a mental health 
clinic. 
     Making mental healthcare mandatory 
would benefit the community because      
it would make sure that individuals  
with mental issues that make them 
potentially dangerous are aware of their 
ailments. 
     More importantly, it would also 
make sure that the government and 
potentially other individuals know of 
them.
     Most people see the need for better 
mental health awareness as it pertains to 
purchasing and operating firearms. 
     Records of individual mental health 
could be used to restrict gun access to 
those who are more likely to commit 
violent acts.
     Overall, the idea of making mental 
healthcare mandatory would make the 

community at large safer, but what 
would it do for the individuals affected 
by these issues?
     If mental healthcare were required, 
it would be another expense to citizens, 
many of whom already struggle to pay 
for other necessities. 
     The requirement of mental healthcare 
could be crippling for some people.
     The sad truth of the matter is that 
employers will absolutely discriminate 
against those with known mental health 
issues. 
     Most employers would, if given the 
choice, rather not hire someone with a 
known mental condition. 
     This means that unemployment 
among the mentally impaired would 
skyrocket as more cases would be 
identified and people with mental issues 
would lose the ability to pay for their 
healthcare.
     The mandatory identification of 
mental illnesses would create a sort of 
pit trap for individuals. 
     They will not be able to find jobs 
which allow them to afford proper care 
for their ailments, and will therefore 
continue to lose money and eventually 
lose their jobs and their homes. 
     Discrimination would lead to 
homelessness which would only cripple 
individuals further, well past the point 
of no return.
     Some individuals would suffer 
greatly under mandatory mental 
healthcare. 

     

The issue as a whole truly comes 
down to whether the suffering of these 
individuals is an acceptable price to pay 
for potential improvement to society.
     The concept of individual sacrifice 
for the sake of the whole is not 
unfamiliar to us. 
     Taxation is a perfect example of this, 
and an argument can be made for the 
effectiveness of this. 
     But how much sacrifice is too much? 
     We as Americans tend to value our 
freedom and right to choose very highly, 
so the decision lies in our hands to 
decide where the line is drawn between 
personal and public sacrifice, and how 
best to balance to these two forces.

Benefits, consequences 
of mandatory health care 

Dear Iris,
    As the school year comes to an 
end, I realize that some of my closest 
friends are graduating and going off 
to college. I’ve gotten so close to so 
many seniors this year, and it’s going 
to be hard to say goodbye to them. I 
understand they have to move on and 
spread their wings in a new place, but 
it’s sad to see them go. 
     I didn’t really expect myself to 
become so close with any of the 
seniors because I wasn’t really close 
with any last year, but this year I found 
myself hanging out with them a lot. I 
know they’re excited to graduate, and 
I am so excited for them, but it’s going 
to be so sad seeing them leave. What 
am I going to do without my friends 
next year?

    Sincerely,
    Sad Underclassman

Dear Sad Underclassman,
     I completely understand your 
dilemma. I lost some of my closest 
friends to graduation, too. It’s hard at 
first, but it will get better. 
     At first you feel kind of lonely, but 
only because you’re so used to their 
presence all the time. Social media 
will allow you to stay in touch, and 
many will come home for breaks, so 
you have the opportunity to spend time 
with them when they are in town. 
     Try reconnecting with people you 
used to be close to. Rekindling those 
old relationships may be good. It will 
give you a chance to get close with 
the people in your grade before you 
graduate.

Sincerely,
Iris

Dear Iris

Congolese militias evacuate civilians as their town burns to the ground. As they evacuate, they 
remember the last moments of solutide they spent, and ever will spend, with their loved ones.

Photo courtesy the United Nations Organization and Stabalization Mission to the DRC
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Noe Becerra
     Noe Becerra played 
Offensive Line for the football 
team and will play for Pima Com-
munity College next year. 
     Becerra has been playing since 
fifth grade. His favorite memory 
about playing football was playing with his brother.
    His motto for success is, “Success isn’t an 
accident.” 
     He would like to thank his coaches, parents and 
teammates by saying, “If it wasn’t for you guys, I 
wouldn’t be where I’m at now.” 

Freddie Frazier
     Freddie Frazier played Line-
backer and Running Back for the 
football team and is going to play 
for Concordia University next year.
     Frazier has been playing 
football for 14 years.
     His favorite part about football was making friends 
and going hard each game. 
      His dad pushed him to be a great athlete.
     He would like to thank his parents by saying, 
“Thank you for supporting me. You guys made me 
who I am now.”
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Seniors commit to play sports in college

Izzy Pacho
     Isabel Pacho played Third Base 
and Catcher for her team; she will 
play for the University of Arizona 
next year. 
     Pacho has been playing since 
she was four-years-old and chose 
the U of A because it is her dream school.
     Her motto for success is, “A relentless pursuit of 
perfection” 
     She would like to thank everyone who’s helped 
her in her life by saying, “Thank you for being there 
for me.”

Morgan Reidhead
     Morgan Reidhead played Third 
Base for the softball team, and she 
will be going to Salt Lake Commu-
nity College to play next year.  
     She’s been playing since she 
was six-years-old, following her 
sister’s footsteps on the field and her dad’s coaching 
at a young age.
      Her motto for success is, “Never give up.” 
     She would like to thank her coaches, her parents,  
Isabel Pacho, and Karagan Knowles. 
      “Thank you for pushing me and being there.”

Clayton Daly
     Clayton Daly played Right 
Field and Pitcher for the baseball 
team.    
       Next year, he will play 
baseball for the Colorado School
of Mines and study engineering.
     He’s been playing since he was 12-years-old. 
      He loves to play the sport with his friends and 
thanks his parents for pushing him.
     Daly wants to thank his coaches by saying, 
“Thank you for pushing all of us through it all to 
make us the best.”

John Dormanen
     John Dormanen played First 
Base and Pitcher for the baseball 
team. He will play at the 
University of Minnesota at 
Crookston next year. 
     Dormanen has been playing for 
13 years.
     His best memory is playing on the field with his 
friends and spending time with the boys.
     He would like to thank his parents by saying, 
“Thank you for supporting me.”
     His motto for success is “Just send it.”

Kamden Kautz
      Kamden Kautz is a Pitcher and 
Third Basemen for baseball. 
      He is going to Washington & 
Jefferson College. 
      Kautz has been playing for his 
entire life and his favorite part of 
the game is being able to play alongside his friends.
      His motto for success is “Play every gave like it’s 
your last.” 
       He would like to thank his parents by saying 
“Thank you for making me continue to play even 
after all of my mistakes.”

Isaac Moñtano
     Isaac Montaño is an Outfielder 
for baseball. He is going to the  
University of Jamestown to       
continue playing his sport. 
     Montaño has been playing base-
ball since he was four-years-old. 
     He owes his parents and his girlfriend for pushing 
him as an athlete and to follow his dream of playing 
baseball in college.
     His motto for success is, “If I quit now, I’ll be 
back at the beginning. At the beginning, I was wish-
ing to be where I am now.”

Royal Miller
 

     Royal Miller is a Runner for the 
track team this year and will 
run for Pima Community 
College next year. 
     Miller has been running track 
for three years. He loves his sport 
because of everything it brings to him. 
     His motto for success is, “You only live life once 
so be happy with yours.” 
     Miller would like to thank Coach Marks by saying 
“Thank you for your support and pushing me.”

Angel Ballesteros
     Angel Ballesteros was the  
Goalie for the soccer team this 
year and will play for Pima Com-
munity College next year.
     Ballesteros has played since he 
was nine-years-old. 
     He loves soccer because it is fast paced and has 
a lot of pressure. Playing with his team and the fast 
paced game adds to his memories of the past.
      He would like to thank his team and parents say-
ing, “I love you all. Thank you guys for being there 
with me through it all.”

Karagan Knowles
       Karagan Knowles was a 
Pitcher for the softball team.
       Knowles is going to Emerson 
College to study Journalism. 
       She’s been playing softball 
since she was six-years-old. 
       Her motto for success is “Don’t only play for the 
team, but also play for yourself.” 
       She would like to thank her coaches, her parents, 
and her teammates by saying, “Thank you for allow-
ing  me to be the best athlete I could be; I couldn’t 
have done it without you.”

Aaron Valenzuela
      Aaron Valenzuela played 
Offensive and Defensive Line for 
tackle football this tear and he is 
going to George Fox University. 
     He has been playing tackle 
football for seven years. 
     His motto for success is “You control what you 
can control.” 
     Aaron would like to thank his parents and coaches 
by saying, “I couldn’t have done it without you, and 
thank you for supporting me through it all.”

Morgan Gappmayer
     Morgan Gappmayer played  
Outside Hitter for the volleyball 
team, and she will play for North-
ern Arizona University next year. 
     Gappmayer has been playing 
volleyball for the past seven years 
with her teammates. 
     She began playing volleyball because it was a 
family sport and a way to get closer with her family.
     She would like to thank all of her coaches and 
family by saying, “Thank you for always supporting 
me and pushing me to reach all my goals.”

Quinci Black 

     Quinci Black played Goalie 
for the soccer team. 
     She is going to Paradise Val-
ley Community College. Black 
has been playing for 13 years. 
     She loves the pressure that 
soccer gives her.   
     She says, “Watkins tries to push you to be
 a better player, as well as a better person.”
     Quinci would like to thank her dad by saying, 
“Thank you for supporting me through it all and 
being at every one of my games.”

David Phelps
     David Phelps played Wide 
Receiver and Corner and has been 
playing football for ten years.
     Phelps will play for Pima Com-
munity College next year.
     His mom and brother pushed 
him to be a better athlete and to work hard for him-
self as a player.
     His motto for success is, “Don’t worry about the 
past.” 
     He would like to thank his mom by saying,
“I love you mom.”

Nick Brahler
     Nick Brahler was the team’s 
Running Back and will play foot-
ball for Pima Community College 
next year.
     He has been playing for 10 
years and owes his brother for 
pushing him to be his best.
     Brahler said his motto for success is, “Perfect 
practice makes you perfect.” 
     To his teammates, family, and friends, “Thank 
you for sticking through it all with me. If it wasn’t 
for them, I wouldn’t be where I’m at now.”

Brayden Smith
     Brayden Smith played 
Defensive Line for the football 
team, and next year he will play 
for Pima Community College in 
order to earn a chance to transfer 
after a year.
     Smith has been playing football since he was 
four-years-old. 
     He loves the sport he plays because of 
brotherhood and the thrill of winning the game.
     He would like to thank himself saying, 
“I’m proud of me.”

Berkeley Larsen

     Berkeley Larsen is a runner on 
the track team. She is going to Pima 
Community College.
     Larsen has been running for six 
years and loves her sport because 
of the hard work that pays off from 
it. 
     Her family, team and coaches pushed her through 
it all.
     Larsen would like to thank her family and coaches 
by saying, “Thank you for pushing me and making 
me try my best.”
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Nighthawk baseball season in review
Karagan Knowles
Editor-In-Chief

     Nighthawk baseball comes to a close 
with an record of 15-15 after securing a 
spot during the state tournament.
     The team was ranked no. 69 in the 
state for the 5A High School Division.
     After placing second in the Cowboy 
Up Classic in the beginning of season, 
the team faced a nine game losing streak 
in the regular play. 
     After a win against Centennial, 14-2, 
at the end of March, the boys enjoyed 
a winning streak until their loss against 
Buena,  9-4.
     The overrall record gave the team a 
chance to compete in the state playoffs 
where they made it to the second round 
after a win against Vista Grande, 10-2. 
     However, the 4-3 loss against Ver-
rado ended the season for the team. 

     “The beginning of season was rough, 
but once we came together to play the 
game the way we knew how, we began 
to win and have more fun on the field,” 
said senior Rider Martinez.
     With four graduating seniors leaving 
the program, the team will continue to 
grow in the future years.
     “I think that next year we have a 
good chance of continuing our  re-
cord and even increasing the winning 
streak,” said junior Eli Putnam. “Every 
team faces setbacks, but it’s the way we 
handle it that really makes the team.”
     After a season full of tough losses 
and celebratory wins, the team looks 
forward to the opportunities ahead.
     “I love the game and the my team-
mates,” said junior Dylan Inclan. “This 
year was a great one, and hopefully next 
year will be even better when season 
starts.”      

Cayla Santos
Beginning Reporter

    The girl’s tennis team qualified for 
state but lost the first round to Salpointe 
5-0. 
      The doubles team lost in the first 
round to Notre Dame 6-2. Individually, 
freshman Liza Pullen lost first round 64-
61 to Thunderbird.
     Overall, the team had an overall 
record of 10-5 in the regular season, 
earning a successful season record.
     Senior Olivia Manheimer, who is 
ranked no. 2 on the varsity team, said, “I 
feel this season was spectacular, and it 
was a new beginning for some of us.”
     For years, the tennis team has played 
well, and they continue to improve with 
one another as a team.
     Assistant Coach Art Browning said, 
“In tennis, players get along because 
everyone practices together and does 
almost everything is as a team. We try 
to bring them together and make every-
thing one big, happy family.”
     Some players doubted their abilities.
     Manheimer said, “Sometimes we 
thought we wouldn’t do well, but then 
we did, and it made us happy to accom-
plish what we thought we couldn’t.”
     Freshman new to the team enjoyed 
playing as a together with the other 
players.
     Marie Bosey, freshman, said, “It was 
fun playing with the more experienced 
players; it felt great when they compli-
mented us while playing.” 
     Looking ahead, there is excited for a 
new season of possibilities and friend-
ship.
     Bosey said, “This season was super 
fun, and I can’t wait for next year’s 
season.”

Photo by Ryan Maish
Junior Nate Baez catches the throw from senior catcher Cory Beuchler to attempt the tag to the 
runner stealing from first base. On a close play, the base runner was called safe.

Girl’s tennis serves to state playoffs

Softball team is state runner up after championship
Angela Andrews
Beginning Reporter

     The Lady Nighthawks fought hard 
this season.
     On April 20, the Nighthawks 
celebrated the seniors that the team will 
be losing next season. 
      Ironwood will be losing team 
captain Izzy Pacho, Morgan Reidhead, 
Karagan Knowles, Rebekah Suarez, and 
Marcella Reyes.
     On senior night, the Nighthawks 
went against Poston Butte. The 
Nighthawks took the win with a score 
of 14-3. 
     “Senior night was such a great 
experience,” said Reidhead. “This was 
our last year here, and I loved being 
able to celebrate that with my team and 
my family.”
     First year head varsity coach, Dave 
Martinez, lead the girls through the 

season undefeated until their second 
game against Sahuaro on Apr. 12.
     In the first playoff game, Ironwood 
took on Desert Edge on April 28 for a 
home game opener.  
     They won with a score of 10-0 in 
inning five.
     This would be the last home game of 
the spring season.
     The Nighthawks then went against 
Arcadia, the no. 1 seed in the 5A 
division on May 1. They again came out 
on top with a score of 12-3.
     On May 3, the Lady Nighthawks 
played Chaparral and continued their 
winning streak with a score of 5-0.
     The final playoff game was against 
Arcadia for a second time on May 10 
for a spot in the Championship game.  
     Ironwood went undefeated through 
the playoffs and took the final spot with 
a score of 9-0.
      “Being undefeated in the playoffs 

gave us an advantage because since 
it was double elimination, we had the 
upper hand near the end of the playoff 
season,” said sophomore Maddie Judge. 
     In the championship game on May 
14, Ironwood went against the no. 3 
ranked team, Cienega.  
      The state championship game was 
played at Farrington Stadium in Arizona 
State University.
     Cienega had a higher ranking, 
earning the home spot while the 
Nighthawks took visitor.
     The Lady Nighthawks put up a fight 
but lost 2-8. 
     This earned them the title of the 2018 
state runner-ups.
     The overrall record of the softball 
team for this season was 27-10, ranking 
no. 6 in the state of Arizona.
     “We made it far this year,” said 
junior Keira Painter. “Next year we 
will have our head coach, who took us 

to state in his first year. I can’t wait to 
see where his second year will take us. 
We will continue to work hard for this 
program.”

Photos by Ryan Maish
Top: Senior Olivia Manheimer returns an 
overhead in a match. Manheimer played high 
school tennis for the past four years and has 
held her spot on varsity for all four. For the 
past two years has been ranked no. 2 varsity. 

Bottom: Junior Lauren Anthony returns a 
serve from the opposite opponent during a 
home match. The serve is returned, earning a 
point for the Lady Nighthawks and increasing 
their score and rankings for the 5A state divi-
sion high school placements for each individual 
girl’s tennis player.

Photo courtesy Morgan Reidhead
The starting defensive infield comes together 
in an embrace after the final play of the semi-
finals game against Arcadia. Nighthawks won 
9-0, and headed to the championships.
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Strong season for beach teams

Makenna Ritzel / Henry Erichs
Beginning Reporters

       Ironwood qualifi ed for state this 
year. They placed second on the fi rst 
day, and no. 13 overall. 
     At state, injured runner Carmine 
Russo, junior, placed no. 18 in state the 
300m hurdles. Junior Andrew Cook 
placed no. 10 with a time of 11.23 in the 
100m dash prelims. 
     “Greatness can only be achieved 
when one is willing to overcome the 
fear of failing,” said Coach Le’Sean 
Marks. 
     This is Marks fi rst year coaching the 
team. 
     While he loves the sport and teach-
ing student athletes, Marks also loves 
the challenge of bringing many different 
individuals together to accomplish one 
goal. He has decided stay on staff to 
coach next year’s track team.
     “I am looking forward to seeing 
more of our student-athletes run per-
sonal records, qualify for state, and see 
the performances that they will have at 
state. I believe that some of our student-
athletes will surprise some people,” said 
Marks.
     It was a smooth season for the 
athletes in track this year. Some might 
say the biggest highlight of the season 
was when the boy’s team won the 66th 
Annual Kiwanis Invitational at Casa 
Grande. 
     The meet included teams that com-
peted in the top 10 at the Division 1 
level such as Mesa Mountain View and 

Mesa High School. 
     The team’s goals for the rest of the 
season were to get healthy and be fresh 
for the state championships.
     “The track team completed an 
outstanding season this year with many 
individuals setting personal records as 
well as breaking long standing school 
records. Coach Marks and his team of 
coaches provided an atmosphere for 
growth for each athlete and the results 
were proof of such a climate,” said Tony 
Jacobsen, Athletic Director.

Track season ends at state

Leah DeSpain
Beginning Reporter
 
       It’s been a successful season for 
spring sports as the varsity men’s vol-
leyball team made it to the quarter fi nals 
in the state tournament.
     The Nighthawks made it to the state 
playoffs and competed in the quarterfi -
nals on May 8. While they lost against 
Deer Valley, 3-0, the scores of the three 
sets were very close: 25-22, 25-21 and 
25-19. 
     On May 5, the team played a tough 
match against Campo Verde High 
School to get in quarter fi nals, but ulti-
mately came out on top with a score of 
3-2.
      “We are growing and enjoying what 
we are doing. We look at our season as a 
marathon rather than a sprint, and while 
marathons are long and often quite dif-
fi cult, we are really enjoying both the 
accomplishments and challenges while 
going through it all together,” said Var-
sity Coach Ashleigh Houlton.

      
     The Nighthawks defeated Williams 
Field, 3-0, on Apr. 19, suffered a close 
defeat, 3-2, against Salpointe and then 
beat Marana, 3-0, on Apr. 25.  
     “We had a very competitive season. 
We worked so hard to get where we 
were, and I am very proud of my team,” 
said outside hitter Jrue Jantz, senior.
     The last tournament was held Apr. 
20-21 at Highly High School, and the 
Nighthawks went out with an overall 
win streak of four out of the six games 
they played. On the fi rst day, they beat 
Williams Field, 2-0, Mesquite 2-0, and 
lost against Campo Verde 2-1. On the 
second day they defeated Mesquite 
again, won 2-0, Campo Verde 2-1, but 
lost to against Horizon Honors 2-0.
      The boys ended their season ranked 
no. 8 in the state division, 21 in the state 
and ranked no. 466 nationally. 
     “Thank you [to my team] for every-
thing you have done for me, I loved my 
team so much this year, and I wouldn’t 
have traded it for the world,” said Jantz.

Leah DeSpain
Beginning Reporter
     
     The sand volleyball fi nished their 
season with a record of 9-3 and ranked 
no. 2 overall in Division I Section V. 
     The Nighthawks made it to state, 
but they lost in the second game at state 
against Sandra Day O’Connor High 
School on Apr. 25. 
     The pairs that played in the Sandra 
Day O’Connor game were Morgan 
Gappmayer, senior, and Sarah Semon, 
junior; seniors Breanna Boch and Taylor 
Salese; sophomores Jacqueline Gomez 
and Morgan Smith; freshmen Alyssa 
Feltman and Sophia Gomez; and Jill 
Durrant, senior, and Sydney Taylor, 
junior, as alternates.
     “It was really fun, and the team was 
very accepting. Overall, it was a really 
good season,” said Feltman.
     In the regular season, the girls faced 
tough competition but came out on 
top against the no. 2 ranked team in 
Division I, Section I when they defeated 
Chandler High School 3-2. They also 
beat Deer Valley in the fi rst state game 
as well as Boulder Creek and Desert 
Vista.
     Of the three Tucson teams, Ironwood 
Ridge defeated two of them. The girls 
beat both CDO and Amphi High School 
on Feb 21, but lost against Salpointe on 
Apr. 11.
     Head coach Bill Lang refl ected on 
the season.
      “We had a great season in the third 
year of the program. We had three goals 
at the beginning of the season: First, 
we wanted to improve the skills and 
partnerships of the returning players 
with more training and better drills 
and systems.  Second, we wanted to 
introduce the sport to the campus and 
engage younger players to develop 
future players and competitive 
pairs.  In addition, we wanted to get 
at least 10 wins and advance in the 
State Tournament.  We were proud to 
accomplish all three goals,” said Lang.
     This year’s team, according to 
AZPreps.com, had the best season 
since the beach volleyball program was 
started at Ironwood Ridge three years 

ago. Many girls who play in the fall 
season of traditional court volleyball 
play sand volleyball to get more touches 
on the ball and to stay conditioned.
     “This season was a really good 
season. I really enjoyed being 
with the girls on my team and just 
overall improving and getting better 
with them,” said defender Kaytlin 
Helmandollar, sophomore, who plays 
both court  and sand volleyball. 
     Breanna Boch, senior, played all 
three seasons of sand and four seasons 
court volleyball during her years at 
Ironwood.
“Embrace every opportunity you get. 
Always be open to learning new things. 
Creating bonds with the best people not 
only helps you be a good team player 
but really helps teach you life skills 
about teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
overall being there for each other,” said 
Breanna Boch. 
     Boch said this season was a lot more 
productive than last season 
     “I think that the new courts really 
helped with that. We improved 
immensely, and the chemistry of our 
team was special. We pulled each other 
through the rough bumps in the road 
and celebrated when we performed our 
greatest. The bond we all have with 
each other on our team is really close, 
especially since we all played indoor 
together,” said Boch.

                    Photo courtesy Ryan Maish
Senior Jrue Jantz, outside hitter, attacks a ball 
in hopes to make a kill in a home game against 
Mt. View. 

                              Photo Courtesy of Ryan Maish
Juniors Kara Bartell and Sydney Baumgard-
ner pass to each other in a recent home game. 
With the addition of sand courts this year, 
Ironwood was able to host games.
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Strong finish for men’s volleyball

            Photo courtesy Berkeley Larsen
From left to right: Hannah Irwin, sophomore; 
Lata Helu, freshman; Hannah Price, sopho-
more; and Berkeley Larsen, senior, pose with 
their medals after running the 4 X 100. The 
team beat the school’s previous time record 
and were named the Southern Arizona Cham-
pions.

                    Photo courtesy Ryan Maish
Junior setter Justin Miller sets the ball up in 
hopes to gain a point. The team made it to the 
quarter fi nals in the state tournament.
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Top of the Flock

Emma 
McCormick10.9. Marco  

Rivera

8. Jack
McKearney7. Emily 

Hernandez

2. Sara 
McKinley1. Thomas 

Gansheimer

*Class rankings as of May 15, 2018

6. Cooper 
McCoy

William 
Jonen4.

5. Lydia 
Dipaola

3. Alexa
Otto

     Alexa will attend the University 
of Arizona because she wants to stay 
in state. She will major in business 
because it is interesting to her, and her 
sister is a business major. She wants to 
thank her family and friends for en-
couraging her to work hard, and she is 
happy she knows everyone in her senior 
class. Her advice to the underclassmen 
is, “Work hard through all of the four 
years. Everyone wants senior year to be 
easy. It can be easy but also work hard.”

     Thomas will attend the University of 
Arizona because he wants to stay close 
to home and his family. He will major in 
engineering because he has always liked 
math and science and  thinks it will be 
a good fi t for him. He appreciates his 
family for encouraging him, his friends 
for being great study partners, and Mr. 
Minor for supporting him. The advice 
he would like to give underclassmen 
is, “Stay motivated and work hard, but 
don’t take things too seriously.”

     Sara will attend the University of 
Arizona and major in architecture 
because it blends well with math and 
design. Her friends and family never put 
limitations on her and told her she could 
achieve anything she put her mind to. 
Her dvice to the underclassmen is, “Not 
every part of high school is enjoyable, 
but it is important to still put effort into 
everything you do. You should never 
be turning in anything that you are not 
proud of.”

     Lydia will attend Barrett, The Hon-
ors College at ASU to study biomedi-
cal engineering, a fi eld she has been 
interested in since fi fth grade. She 
worked hard and put in much effort to 
be a top ten graduating senior. Her fam-
ily’s encouragement kept her on course 
and helped her when she was stressed. 
A piece of advice she would like to 
give underclassmen is, “While study-
ing is important to get good grades, you 
should focus on yourself as well.”

     William will attend the University 
of Chicago because of its amazing 
economics program and will major in 
economics. He would like to thank Ms. 
Munro, Mr. Minor, Mr. Robinette, and 
Mrs. Scrivner for helping him through 
school. His family and friends have 
supported and helped him throughout 
high school by being there for him. His 
advice to the underclassmen is “Push 
yourself to take APs; don’t take too 
many, and have fun.”

     Cooper will attend the University of 
Arizona but is undecided about what he 
wants to major in. His best memory at 
Ironwood occurred this year when the 
varsity soccer team won the fi rst playoff 
game. He believes being in the top ten 
feels good but that it is just a matter of 
putting in more work rather than being 
more intelligent. One piece of advice he 
would like to pass down to the under-
classmen is, “Do the work, show up to 
school, and turn everything in.”

     Emily will attend the University of 
Arizona and major in physiology. She is 
interested in the medical fi eld and wants 
to be a physician’s assistant. Her family 
and friends have supported her through-
out high school by encouraging her in 
extracurricular activities and sports. Her 
best memories are being involved with 
Key Club, StuGo, and sports. Her ad-
vice to give the underclassmen is, “It’s 
never too early to start working hard for 
what you want.”

     Jack will attend either Barrett, The 
Honors College at ASU or the Univer-
sity of Michigan to major in Biology 
or Health Solutions. His parents have 
always pushed him to do his best work 
and to not settle for anything less. One 
piece of advice he would like to give to 
the underclassmen is, “Do work ahead 
of time, and do not be afraid to ask for 
help. Asking for help can be key to bet-
ter understanding things and becoming 
close with your teachers.”

     Marco will attend the University of 
Arizona to be close to home. He will 
major in engineering because he enjoys 
math and construction. In regards to be-
ing in the top ten, Marco said, “I am not 
superior in anyway -- just luckier, and 
I worked harder, not smarter.” His best 
memory was in eleventh grade when he 
built catapults in engineering class. The 
advice he would give the underclassmen 
is, “Success is not about how smart you 
are but how much effort you put in.” 

     Emma will attend Knox Univer-
sity in Illinois because of its pre-med 
program. She will major in biochem-
istry with a minor in French. Her best 
memory at Ironwood was playing var-
sity soccer all four year of high school. 
Her family and friends pushed her to be 
her best, and she said she would not be 
here without the help of her family. Her 
advice to the underclassmen is, “Go on 
your own tangents, and help yourself by 
getting the best grades as possible.”
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